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PREFACE. 


THE following Addreſſes to Youth, 
with many others of a ſimilar 
nature, were originally delivered, in the 
form of Sermons, to the young people 
under my paſtoral care, during the ſpace 
of more than twenty-five years; it may 
therefore be naturally expected, that the 


ſtyle and manner may ſometimes vary, 
and that the ſame thoughts will fre- 


quently occur in diſcourſes delivered at 


the diſtance of many years from each 


other. They are now changed from 
the formality of ſermons, into more 
familiar addrefles ; ſeveral reaſons have 
led me to adopt this method, and to 
ſubmit them to the eye and candor of 
the Public. 
A I have 


To 
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I have ever felt and cultivated a tender 
and affectionate regard for the riſing 
generation; and in every place where 
Providence has fixed my reſidence, a 
conſiderable portion of my labours have 
been directed to them, either as young 
catechumens, or, when more advanced, 
in reading lectures to them on the being 
and perfections of God, the evidences 
of Chriſtianity, and the duties of the 
Chriſtian life; often intermixing with 
theſe, ſome more entertaining ſubjects 
from natural hiſtory and philoſophy, by 
which I endeavoured to open their minds, 
and lead them on to a love of reading 
and ſcience. Among theſe lectures I 
frequently introduced one or other of 


the following Addreſſes, which at length 
I reviewed and corrected, in the beft 


manner my time and health would per- 
mit; and afterwards delivered them, in 


the form in which they now appear, on 
Lord's-day 
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Lord's-day evenings for ſeveral months 
together, during the laſt Summer and 
Autumn. I hope they have had ſome 
good effect; and I did not know how 
better to. gratify my own. feelings, and 
expreſs my regard for my young friends, 
than by committing theſe affectionate 
ſentiments of my heart to the preſs, and 
preſenting them with. a copy for their 


more private and attentive conſideration, 


and as a token of my moſt ſincere love 
to them, and concern 1 their everlaſtin . 
welfare. 

I have endeavoured to diveſt my ad- 
drefles of every thing that was foreign 
to the ſubjet, and to make them as 
ſhort, plain, and affectionate as I was 


able. —Allow me to add, I have ſons - 


and daughters grown up-and gone out 


into the world; and I. acknowledge a a 


tender concern for their beſt intereſt, has 


had a very conſiderable influence on my 
A 2 mind, 
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mind in engaging me to draw up theſe 
addreſſes, that I might preſent them to, 
and leave them with, each of my children, 
as perhaps the beſt and laſt legacy that 
I ſhall be able to give them. May their 
hearts be wiſe, then ſhall my heart re- 
joice, even mine. I have alſo had hopes, 
that theſe plain addreſſes may find their 
way, not only into thoſe families to 
whom I might preſent them, and for the 
benefit of whoſe younger branches they g 
were more immediately delivered, but 
into other families, where there may be 
ſeveral children and fervants ; and that 
the reading of one of them may be 
encouraged, as a ſuitable and ufeful 
employment for a quarter of an hour on 
a Lord's-day evening. 

They might be ſtill more uſeful if 
they ſhould find their way into boarding- 
ſchools for young gentlemen of ladies, 
and be read there by an affiſtant, or one 

of 
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of the ſenior ſcholars, on a Lord's- day 
evening. 

Above all, they might be uſeful in 

Sunday and Charity Schools, if the 
viſitors would be at the pains to read 
one of theſe at the cloſe of the ſabbath, 
and after the buſineſs of the day is over. 
It was a regard to theſe ſchools, and a 
conviction that ſomething of this nature 
was wanting, which gave the firſt riſe 
to. this deſign, though. many other con- 
ſiderations have concurred, ſince to carry 
it into execution.—As ſinging is a fre- 
| quent and proper exereiſe in theſe ſchools, 
| I have added a hymn at the cloſe of each 
addreſs, which, may be uſed or not, as. 
the viſitors. pleaſe. 

When children or youth leave theſe 
ſchools, and go out to be apprentices or 
ſervants, they ought to be furniſhed with 
a few ſerious and uſeful books, and 1 
would recommend it to the conſideration 

A.4 of 
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vi. PREFACE. 
of vititors, governors, &c. whether ſuch 
addreſſes as theſe, together with the 
Religions Tradeſman, or ſome of Mrs. 
Trimmer's uſeful publications, ſhould 
not be put into their hands, and recom- 
mended to their particular attention, leſt, 
having no proper books to read, they 
ſhould foon forget the good inſtructions 
they have received. | 

I am ſenſible there are many other 
ſubjects, beſides thoſe that are treated 
of in theſe addreffes, which ought to be 


laid before young perſons; and I fincerely 
with ſome abler hand would furniffi 


them with another volume on thoſe re- 
lative duties and perſonal virtnes fo 
eſſentially neceſſary and ornamental to 
youth: ſuch as juſtice, benevolence, 
brotherly love, honour and reſpect to 
ſuperiors, peaceableneſs, truth or ve- 
racity, obedience to parents, &c. alſo 


on the importance of improving the 
mind ; 


| 
| 
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mind; on humility, and pride, mecknefs, 
contentment, temperance, diligence, fru- 
gality, dreſs, an obliging carriage, &c. 
Theſe, and many other ſuch ſubjects, 
treated in a plain and affectionate manner, 
would furniſh very uſeful inſtructions for 
young people, and be a work which I ap- 
prehend is much wanted in boarding and 
Sunday ſchools. 

Some ſuch addreſſes, if God ſpares my 
life and renews my ſtrength, I hope now 
and then ſtill to deliver to my young 
friends ; but many laborious duties and 
increaſing infirmities, forbid any fanguine 
hopes of completing this deſign for years 
to come, if indeed at all. I bow myſelf 
with ſubmiſſion to my heavenly Father's 
will, entreating the prayers of my Chriſ- 
tian brethren, eſpecially of my young 
friends, who may have found any plea- 


ſure or improvement from the peruſal of 
this 
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this little volume, that the Lord would 
grant unto me, that I may find mercy. 
of HIM in that day. | 


R. GENTLEMAN... 


K1DDERMINSTER, 
March 26th, 1792. 


ADDRESSES- 


1 * 


CONTENTS, / 


ADDRESS J. 
The Advantages of early Piety. « 
Prov. viii. 17. 4 love them that love me, 
and thoſe that feek me early ſhall ind me. 9g 


ADDRESS II. 
Reſt and Peace in Chriſt's Service. 
Marr. xi. 28. Come unto me all ye that 
labour and are heavy lauen, ana I til 
give you reſt. 22 
ADDEESS I. 
The Difficulties and Supports of Religion 
compared, | 
Marr. xi. 30. For my yoke is eaſy, and 
my burden is light. 35 
ADDRESS IV. 
Religion a Matter of free Choice, 
JosnuA xxiv. 15. Chooſe ye this day whom 
ye will ſerve. 56 
ADDRESS V. 
Mary's Choice of the Good Part. 
Luxx x. 42. Mary bath choſen that good 
part, which ſpall not be taken away from 
ber. 72 


r 


x. CONTENTS. 


ADDRESS VI. 
Young People exhorted to be wiſe, from 


the Joy it will give their Parents. 
PRov. xxiii. 15. My on, if thine heart be 
wiſe, my heart fhall rejoice, even mine. 86 


ADDRESS vn. 

Early Piety recommended, from the ten- 
der Concern of Miniſters for the riſing 
Generation. 8 8 

Gal. iv. 19. My little children, of whom + 
1 trgvail in birth again until Chriſt le 
formed in you. 102 
| ADDRESS VIII. 

Preſent Attention to Religion urged upon 

Youth. 
Jzr, xil. 5. F thou haſt run with the 
| footmen, and they have wearied thee, 


then how canſt thou contend, &c. 119 
ADDRESS IX. 


A Caution againſt the Enticements of 
| Sinners. 


| Prov. i. 10. My ſon, if fiuners entice 


thee, conſent thou not. 136 


ADDRESS KX. 
The Danger of entering on a ſinful Courſe... 
Prov. iv. 14, 15, 16. Enter not into the 
path of the wicked, &c. 153 


CONTENTS. xi. 


ADDRESS XL 
On the Choice of Company. 
Prov, xiii. 20. He that walketh with 
wiſe men, ſhall be wiſe, &c. 169 
ADDRESS XII. 
The fad Remembrance of youthful Sins. 
PSALM. xxv. 7. Remember not the fins of 
my youth. 183 


God's gracious Remembrance of the 


kindneſs of our Youth. 
JER. ii. 2. Thus ſaith the Lord, I re- 
member thee, the kindneſs of thy youth. 199 
ADDRESS XIV. 
A Regard to Scripture recommended to 


Youth, 
PsaLM cxix. 9. Wherewith ſhall a young 
man cleanſe his way? &c, -— 217 


ADDRESS XV. 
Young Perfons exhorted to acknowledge 
God as the Guide of their Youth, 
JER, ii. 4. Wilt thou not from this time 
cty unto me, &c. 232 
ADDRESS XVI. 
Peculiar Obligations to ſerve God. 
Psalu exvi. 16. O Lord, truly I a 
— thy ſervant; &c. 250 


2 


XII. CONTENTS. 


ADDRESS XVI. 
A hopeful Youth falling ſhort of Heaven. 
MaRK x. 21. Then Jeſus beholding him, 
loved him, &c. 267 
ADDRESS XVIII. 
The Advantage of early Afflictions. 
LAMENT. iii. 27. I is good for à man 
that he bear the yoke in his youth, 294 
ADDRESS XIX. 


The Character of Abijah recommended to 


Youth. 
1 KINGS xiv. 13. And all Jrael ſhall 
mourn for him, &c. 308 


ADDRESS XX. 
The Character of Obadiah recommended 


to Youth. 
1 KINGS xvii. 12. But I thy ſervant 
fear the Lord from my youth. 323 


ADDRESS XXI. 


Young Men exhorted to remember their 


Creator. 
ECCLES. Xu. I. Remember now thy Creator 
in the days of thy youth, &c. 338 
ADDRESS XXII. 
Youth reminded: of a future judgment. 
E.cCLEs. xi. 9. Rejoice, O young man, in 
thy youth, &c. 352 


— lit... ett — — —— — ——  — — 


ADDRESSES TO YOUTH. 


ADDRESS T 
THE ADVANTAGES OF EARLY PIETY. 
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PRO VER EBS viii. 17. 


love them that love me, and thoſe that ſeek 
me early ſhall find me. 


Mv pxar vou FrienDs, 
ow can I better expreſs my concern 
for you, and love to you, than by en- 
deavouring to lead you to true wiſdom and 
happineſs? And what is more likely to reach 
and influence your hearts, than the encour- 
aging declaration in the text, Solomon in 
this chapter repreſents wiſdom under a per- 
ſonal character, as addreſſing herſelf to the 
ſons of men; and he does it in terms. that 
| B are 
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are very applicable to our great Teacher and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, in whom are hid all the 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge. You 
may therefore with great juſtice and propriety 
conſider Jeſus Chriſt as addreſſing you in theſe 
words; you may imagine the infinite tender- 
neſs of his heart, the complacency of his 
countenance, the condeſcenſion of his attitude, 
white he ſays to you all, 1 love them that love 
me, and thoje that ſeek me early ſhall find me. 
But obſerve, he ſays this only to thoſe wao 
SET THEMSELVES SERIOUSLY TO INQUIRE 
AFTER HIM, to thoſe who are not content 
only to hear ſomething of him, and learn 
ſome little about him, but who ſeriouſly in- 
quire what kind of a Saviour he is, what he 
came into the world to teach, and do, and 
ſuffer ; what commands he hath given, what 
duties he requires, and what bleſſings he hath 


promiſed to beſtow on them that ſerve him.— 


He ſpeaks to thoſe who are ſenſible of their 
own. ignorance, weakneſs, and guilt ; who 
know that they need inſtruction, and pardon, 
and ſanctification; and without theſe, muſt 
periſh in their fins, —Re ſpeaks to thoſe who 

are 
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are willing to come to him, and learn of him, 
and obey him,. and be ſaved by him; - who 
deſire to win Chriſt, and be found in bim. 
Further, he ſpeaks to thoſe who ſeek him 
with great earneſtneſs, who /eek him early with 
great diligence and ſolicitude. When a per- 
ſon is much concerned to obtain any thing he 
wants, or to purſue a journey, he riſes early 
in the morning to obtain his ends; ſo God 
ſpeaks of riſing early and ſending his meſ- 
ſengers to denote how much his heart was 
ſet upon the ſucceſs of their meſſage. —Agree- 
able to this, theſe words are addreſſed to ſuch 
young perſons as ſeek Chriſt and his friend- 
ſhip above all other things, and whoſe ſouls 


are intent upon finding him. —It may further 


denote, that they ſeek him in early life, while 
they are young, and as ſoon as poſſible: they 
do not ſeek other things firſt, and ſpend their 
early days in idleneſs and play, or in purſuing 
riches and pleaſures, and negle& Chriſt and 
religion till they are more advanced in life; 
but they ſeek firſt the kingdom of God and bis 
righteouſneſs, and purſue it with all the ardour 


and yigour of youth. And, once more, this 


B 2 proceeds 
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proceeds from a principle of love to Chriſt, 
not merely from fear or ſelf-intereſt, though 
theſe may have ſome influence, but principally 
from love to Chriſt, on account of his excel- 
lencies and his great kindneſs to them. We 
ſhall have but little heart to ſeek after that 
which we do not love: now Chriſt is ſo glo- 
rious a perſon, and fo valuable a friend, that 
he cannot be ſought after without being loved; 
every one that is acquainted with him muſt 
love him, not merely for what he hath to be- 
ſtow, but for what he is in himfelf—2he f 
of ten thouſand, and altogether lovely. 

Now which of you, my young friends, can 
anſwer to this character? Which of you are 
ſeriouſly inquiring after Chriſt, and wiſdom, 
and holineſs? Which of you are doing this 
early in life, early every morning, and with 
great earneſtneſs and ſolicitude ? Which of 
you can fay that Chriſt is ſo great, fo wiſe, 
ſo good, that I long to know and love him 
more, and ſerve him. better, Whoever you 
are, his eye is this moment fixed upon you, 
his heart melts over you. To you he addreſſes 


theſe words of wifdom, I love them that love 
me, 
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me, and thoſe that ſeek me early ſhall find 1 me: 


think a moment on this gracious promiſe. 
Our Lord repeats it again in John xiv. 21. 


he that loveth me, I will love him. He ſees 


the firſt deſire after him, the ſmalleſt ſpark 


of love to him that is kindled in the breaſt 


of a youth or child; he diſcerns it, is pleaſed 
with it, and amply returns it. Chriſt does 


not only love the moſt eminent ſaints, chriſ- 
tians of deep experience and long ſtanding, 


and great uſefulneſs in the church, but every 


one that loves him—the youngeſt, the pooreſt, 
the weakeſt—and this love of Chriſt to him 
ſhall be attended with the moſt deſirable and 


happy effects: more eſpecially, as it is here 
expreſſed, they ſhall find him. According to 
that promiſe in John xiv. 21. I will love 


him, and will manifeſt myſelf to him: I will 


come unto him, and make my abode with him. 


If you love Chriſt you thall find him in your 


SECRET RETIREMENTS, leading your hearts to 
God, kindling a flame of FED 30 and filling 


your ſoul with joy and peace.—You will find 
him in His HouUSE AND ORDINANCES fixing 
your attention, cheriſhing devout affections, 

11 and 
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and promoting your progreſs in knowledge; 
and your eſtabliſhment in piety. When you 
grow up, and come to the Loxp's Tart, 
you will find him there, making himſelf known 
to you in breaking of bread, and ſhedding abroad 
his love in your heart. —Y ou will find him 
where perhaps you leaft expected him, 18 
THE COMMON BUSINESS OF LIFE, directing 
you in difficulties, keeping you from evil, 
proſpering your undertakings, giving you 
favour and acceptance with God and man,— 
You will find him guiding you by his counſel, 
and afterwards receiving you into glory : thus 
ſhall your fellowſhip be with the Father, and 
with his Son Jeſus Chriſt.— Let me intreat all 
of you then, my young friends, to ſeek him 
early—let me urge you to do it by the fol- 
lowing conſiderations. 

Ir vou po Nor FinD CHRIST YOU ARE 
UTTERLY UNDONE, and it had been better for 
you that you had never been born ;—if you 
find not Chriſt, you find not the only phyſi- 
cian that can heal the diſorders of the mind, 
and fave you from everlaſting death; if you 
find not Chrift, you find not the only friend 

1 who 
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who can enrich you: for, as he adds in the 
verſe after the text, riches and honour are with 
me, yea, durable riches and righteouſneſs. 1 
cauſe them that love me to inherit ſubſtance, and 
T will fill their treaſures. — Without him, the 
gain of the whole world will not profit you; 
without him, you cannot find pardon, you 
cannot find God as your father and friend: 
for no man cometh to the Father but by him.— 
In one word, if you find not Chriſt now as 
your Saviour, you will find him as your juſt. 
. and awful Judge at laſt, who will baniſh you 
to an everlaſting diſtance from him, where the 
1 worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
| Again, ir YOU DO NOT SEEK HIM EARLY, 
1 YOU MAY NEVER FIND HIM AT ALL you may 
1 | die ſoon, and then it will be too late to ſeek 
him; or you may be given up to your own 


E heart's luſts, and become one of thoſe marſfhy 
r places that ſhall never be healed ; this, J fear, 
a is the caſe with many, and of ſome who have 
- had a religions education, and have been 


awakened by the ordinances and providences 
u of God; but they have out-grown their re- 
d lgious PRI and convicnons, they have 
0 hardened 
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hardened their hearts, and God has withdrawn 
his grace ; they now glory in their fins, and 
turn them into a jeſt—and ſuch perſons are 
ſcarcely ever reclaimed ;—they deride religion, 
and laugh at the advice and prayers of their 
pious parents and friends: this is one of the 
laſt ſtages of hardneſs and impenitence. This 
may be your caſe, if you neglect religion while 
you are young; or, if under ſome heavy 
affliction, and the approaches of death, you 
ſhould be awakened, and in the terror of your 
heart ſhould cry for mercy, it may then be too 
late, and God may ſay to you (as in Prov. i. 
28.) when diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon you, 
ye ſhall call upon me, but I will not anſwer ; ye 

Hail ſeek me early, but ye ſball not find me. 
Again, YE CAN NEVER SEEK CHRIST WITH 
GREATER ADVANTAGE THAN IN EARLY. LIFE. 
—Your hearts are tender, your affections 
warm ; you ſee the evil of fin in the miſery of the 
wicked; you ſee the beauty of holineſs in the 
example of the pious ; your judgment is con- 
vinced that godline/s is great gain, and you 
have every help you can deſire to attain it. 
What difficulties have you. now, which wall 
not be greater hereafter? Do you love the 
world 
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world now? and will you love it leſs after more 
years have been devored to it? Do you love 
pleaſure and diverſions now? and will you 
love them leſs when you have indulged them 
longer? perhaps you will; but other vices 
may predominate, and you will only change 
one ſinful luſt or paſſion for another. Are 
you averſe to prayer or felf-denial now ? and 
will they grow eaſier by neglecting them, 
when you are accuſtomed to ſin, when con- 
ſcience is more depraved, the ſpirit more 
grieved, and you have got a greater habit. of 
trifling with ſacred things? Cannot you bear 
the banter of fools now? and will you bear it 
better when more entangled in their company? 
O be perſuaded to ſeek Chriſt early, to mind 
religion while young; it will __m_ a thou- 
ſand difficulties. | 
And further, r WILL stcURE You FROM 
A THOUSAND SNARES.,.—The world is full 


of temptations; you will find many endea- 


vouring to corrupt you, and very few that 
will do any thing to warn, encourage, and 


help you :—Chrift is your 'beft guide, and 
guardian, and friend; and when you have 
committed your ſoul to his care, you will 


find 


* — - 
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find yourſelf ſafe and happy.— Having been 
uſed to converſe with God and Chriſt, and 
the ſcriptures . and your own hearts, and 
taſted the pleaſures of ſuch converſe, you will 
ſhun and abhor all bad company.—The en- 
tertainments of devotion will ſpoil your reliſh 
for diſſolute mirth; you will purſue the world 
moderately, ſenſible you have a better prize 
in view. Enjoying communuion- with the 
Father, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, will raiſe 
your ſoul above all mean and dangerous 
amuſements. You will be ſhocked at profane 
and indecent language, at the ſong of the 
drunkard, the diſtorted countenance of the 
gameſter, and the allurements of the rake and 
the harlot. 

Further, 1T WILL BE YOUR SUPPORT UNDER 


MANY SORROWS,—Flowery as your path may 


appear, you will find briers and thorns in 


it or man is born to trouble. Lou may 


loſe your friends and parents; but when father 
or mother forſake you, the Lord will take 
you up.-—You may loſe your ſubſtance, and 
be diſappointed in your favourite ſchemes ; 
but you will find godlineſs with contentment 
the greateſt gain; and in this you will be rich 

and 


. 
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and happy.—God may weaken your ſtrength 
in the way, and wear you out by pining 
ſickneſs; but when fleſh and heart faileth, 
God will be the ſtrengib of your heart, and 
your pertion for ever ; and you will not regret 
an early death, that tranſmits you to immortal 
life, for godlinaſs hath the promiſe of the life 

that now is, and of that which is to come. 
And again, if you ſeek Chriſt early, 1 WII I 
OPEN TO YOU MANY SOURCES OF PLEASURE, 
Miſdom's ways are pleaſantneſs, and all her paths 
are peace. Lou will have pleaſure in retirement 
and being alone; which thoughtleſs irreligious 
youths hate, becauſe they cannot bear their 
own thoughts. —Converſe with God, and 
your own heart will give you a joy which 
none but the pious know, and which they 
cannot fully expreſs. —Y ou will find pleaſure in 
the friendſhip of the wiſe and good, and you will 
ſtrengthen each other's hands in God.—You 
will find pleaſure in the ordinances of religion, 
and à day in God's courts will be better to 
you than a thouſand. —Y ou will find true 
pleaſure even in the common buſineſs of life; 
for whether you eat or drink, or whatever you 
do, you will do all to the glory of God, and 
from 
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from a regard to his will; it will give you 
greater advantages for ſerving God and your 
generation; you will better underſtand your 
duty, and have a better reliſh for it; your 
zeal will be greater, and your opportunities 
of doing good will be more than others; and 
you may expect peculiar meaſures of divine 
grace.to furniſh you for your work, and carry 
you comfortably and honourably through it. 
Chriſt will be with you, and what can you 
wiſh for more ? 75 
Finally, Ir YOU MIND RELIGION YOUNG, 
IT WILL BRIGHTEN YOUR HEAVENLY CROWN, 
God will remember the kindneſs and zeal of 
your youth, and confer diſtinguiſhed honour 
upon you in the future world. The more 
years you have employed in ſerving Chriſt, 
the larger treaſures will be laid up in heaven, 
and the greater capacity you will haye for 
reliſhing its happineſs. You will, finally, be 
admitted to the moſt honourable and endearing 
friendſhip with God and Chriſt, and all holy 
beings, and be for ever with each other and 
the Lord. What more can I ſay to you, my 
young friends, what ſtronger arguments can 


1 urge upon you. 
To 
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To conclude, I would earneſtly recommend 


to you the diligent ſtudy of your Bible, eſpeci- 
ally the New Teſtament, that you may ſee 
what Chriſt requires of you, and what he 
propoſes to you; and alſo the daily exerciſe 
of ſerious devotion, prayer, and praiſe : and 
may the ſpirit of Chriſt be largely poured out 
upon you, and fix your affections upon him; 
for grace and a thouſand bleſſings ſhall bs with 
all them that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſin- 
cerity. Amen. | 


HYMN 


* E hearts, with youthful vigour warm, 
In ſmiling crouds draw near, 
And turn from ev'ry mortal charm, 
A Saviour's voice to hear: 


The ſoul, that longs to ſee my face, 
Is. ſure my love to gain; 

« And thoſe, that early ſeek my grace, 
% Shall never ſeele in vain.“ 


What object, Lord, my ſoul ſnould move, 
If once compar'd with thee ? | 
What beauty ſhould command my: love, 
Like hat in Chriſt I ſee? 


Away, ye falſe deluũve toys, 
Vain tempters of the mind! 
Tis here I fix my laſting choice, 
And here true bliſs I find, 
C ADDRESS 


ADDRESS Il. 
REST AND PEACE IN CHRIST'S SERVICE, 


——— 


MarTTHEw x1. 28. 29. 


Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy 


laden, and I will give you reſt. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye ſhall find 


reſt unto your ſouls, 


My younc FRIEnDs, | 
NLI GION is, comparatively, eaſy at 
the beginning; and it is exceeding plea- 
fant as you advance in life. Under this cha- 
racter I would now recommend it to you 
and let your conſcience be witneſs this day 
between God and you, as to the truth of his 
own declaration, that her ways are ways of 
pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are paths of 
peace, And if this is true of religion, and 
of nothing but religion, I hope you will be 
engaged 
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engaged to make it your immediate choice 
and purſuit. | | 
In our text you ſee the Divine Redeemer 
ſurveying with tender compaſſion a number 
of unhappy creatures overwhelmed with ſor- 
row and guilt, and the ſlavery of fin, and 
inviting them to come to him for liberty, 
reſt, and comfort; and he urges their ac- 
ceptance of his favours by the aſſurance of 
the meekneſs, condeſcenſion, and tenderneſs, 
with which he would treat them. Come unto 
me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and 
J will give you reſt; Iam meek, and lowly in 
beart. 8 
Let me beg of you to coxsiDbER THE 
DESCRIPTION HERE .GIVEN OF CHRIST AS A 
DIVINE Saviour. Think on the gracious 
and benevolent temper of Chriſt. How ami- 
able does he appear inviting the miſerable and 
unhappy to come to him for eaſe, comfort, 
and refreſhment. —So in another place, if any 
man thirſteth, let him come unto me and drink— 
and him that cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe 
caſt out: and his promiſes are not in word 
only, but in deed and truth. The whole goſpel 
is nothing but an hiſtory of his grace and 
"3 goodneſs. 
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goodneſs. — His benignity and love are evident 
in every action of his life, in all his precepts 
and promiſes, and in every office he ſuſtained 
in behalf of fmners. 

Further, -theſe words expreſs THE LENITY 
AND SWEETNESS OF HIS LAWS AND GOVERN· 
MENT : I am meek and lowly in heart. I am 
ready to condeſcend to your weakneſs and 
ignorance, to your depravity and ſorrows ; and 
all my government over you ſhall be gentle, 
kind, and compaſſionate, full of tenderneſs 
and clemency.— And how true are thoſe gra- 
cious words, from his hands we haue nut 
received the ſpirit of bondage to fear, but tue 
ſpirit of adoption, wherel; we atareſs God as 
aur Father. Under his government ve are 
not ſo much like fervants as chiluren of Ged, 
and breth#en of Cbriſt. 

Once more, theſe words expreſs TA 
EFFICACY OF HIS POWER TO SAVE. Gome, 
faith he; and I will grve you reff. He ſpeaks 
with divine authority, and as becomes the 
ſovereigh Prince of Heaven. The caſe he 
here reſers to is an extraordinary one, it is a 
mind enſlaved by fin, a conſcience over- 

whelmed 
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'whelmed with the weight of guilt; a ſoul 
labouring under the fear of divine diſpleaſure 
and wrath—and this is a caſe beyond all 
human help.—Our kind acquaintance may 
wiſh us reſt, our pious friends may pray for 
our peace ; but Chriſt alone can give it, be 
the caſe ever ſo deplorable: there is no guilty 
conſcience which his blood cannot cleanſe— 
there is no fearful ſoul whom his grace cannot 
comfort—there is no ſlave of fin whom he 
cannot ſet at liberty. All power and authority 
are put into his hands, and he is able 10 
ſave to the uttermoſt all that come to God by 
bim. 

Confider further, my young friends, THE 


NATURE AND EXCELLENCY OF THAT REST 
AND PEACE WHICH HE GIVES TO- ALL. HIS 


DISCIPLES; it is reſt to the ſoul; and this is 
the moſt ſolid, true, and important reſt : for 
however eaſy the body may be, however 
flouriſhing our earthly circumſtances, if the 
ſoul is uneaſy, a man muſt be wretched and 
miſerable. He conveys reſt and peace to the 
mind a reſt which all the world cafinot give. 
— Peace, ſays he, I leave with you, my peace 

C 3 I give: 


26 REST AND PEACE - 


I give unto you; not ds the world giveth, give 
J unto you :—and this includes reſt and peace 
to the guilty conſcience ; and there is no reſt 
ſweeter than this, no bleſſing more valuable 
than deliverance from the terrors of an ac- 
cuſing conſcience. The fpirit of a man will 
Juſtam his 1nfirmity ; but a wounded ſpirit who 
can bean? How have I ſeen its awful power 
in ſick and dying circumſtances? And how 
can a ſoul be at reſt with ſuch emotions in his 
boſom, and who has every thing to fear from the 
terrors of an Almighty God. But Chriſt has 
an antidote for this fear, a ſovereign balm to 
heal the wounded conſcience ; he can ſpeak 
pardon and peace to the guilty foul, and Jay, 

fon, daughter be of good cheer, thy fins are 
forgiven thee. And hence it is that a be- 
leving chriſtian can hve in comfort and die 
in hope, and calmly and ſerenely look into 
the eternal world without a miſgiving fear. 
He can look inward, and upward, and for- 
ward, with a cheerful confidence in a forgiving 
God.—And, would not you, my young 
friends, wiſh to do ſo? Then come unto 
| Chr N, 
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py 3 

It includes, alſo, R RST FROM TAE POWER 
AND DOMINION OF SIN AND'SATAN ; this is 
another moſt valuable article in that reſt and 
peace which Chriſt gives. There is no ty- 
rant ſo arbitrary as Satan; there are no ſlaves 
foabje& and miſerable as the ſervants of ſin, — 
Here alfo Jeſus is a divine Saviour, he can 
free the mind from the dominion of ſin, ſub- 
due every corrupt paſſion, and regulate all the 
inward deſires of the heart: he can conquer 
every luſt, and bring every power of the ſoul 
into obedience to his will; by his word and 
ſpirit he can break off every chain in which 
you are tied and bound, and bring you into 
the glorious liberty of the ſons of God.— 
Happy youths, happy men, whom Jeſus leads 
to this delightful liberty !—like tranſported 
priſoners on whom the gates of thar captivity 
are opened, they go out with joy, from the 
flavery of fan, and art lead forth with peace 
into all the ſweet paths of holineis and 


liappineſs, 
Further, 
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Further, Chriſt inſpires the ſoul with a 
PEACEFUL AND HAPPY TEMPER, —He not 
only dethrones Satan, and breaks 6ff the 
chains of ſm, but he puts the releaſed foul 
under the government of his word and fpirit, 
there it is trained up in all the graces of a de- 
vout, holy, cheerful, and godlike temper.— 
Under theſe influences all the fruits of the ſpirit 
ſpring and grow to maturity. Love, joy, peace, 
long ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meek- 
neſs, temperance, and theſe give reſt to the ſoul. — 
Chriſt leads the ſoul to ſtill higher and nobler 
ſources of comfort. and peace —to delight in 
God and filial communion with him—to re- 
joice in Chriſt—to truſt in the providence of 
his heavenly Father, and the hope of a happy 
immortality.—He goes on forming and im- 
proving the mind; filling it with ſuch holy 
virtues, ſuch communion with God and Chriſt, 
ſuch pious joys and heavenly hopes as will make 
all your journey through life calm and pleaſant, 
deſtroy all the terrors of death, and make the 
views of eternity cheerful and delightful, 
And, 
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And, once more, CHr1ST WHL BRING ALL 
HIS DESCIPLES''FO'THE REALMS OP BPVERIALST= 
ING REST AND PBACE,—Here, your reſt and 
peace may be often interrupted; innumerable 
accidents, trials, and diſappointments, and 
the ideas and views of mortality, are often 
returning to diſeompoſe the peaceful breaſt, — 
Thanks be to God that we have ſo many 
reſting places in it, that he has made the wil- 
derneſs bloſſom with ſo many heavenly com- 
forts.— But there is a perfect and everlaſting 
reſt that remains for the people of God in 
heaven. Jeſus is the prince of theſe regions, 
and there he is leading all his diſciples ; there 
your reſt ſhall be full and perpetual, without 
any forrow, without any foe, and where in- 
finite power and love ſhall guard the happy 
abodes from every invading evil. 

From what has been ſaid, you may juſtly 
infer, my young friends, THE PLEASANTNESS 
Of A RBLIOIOUS LIFE.—Y ou naturally love 
Pleaſure, and profeſs to be in the purſuit of 
it: God forbid that I ſhould put you back, 
no, come on, my young friends, it is a noble 

purſuit; 
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purſuit; no earthly friend can be more earneft 
in wiſhing you ſucceſs, or more ready to aſſiſt 
and direct you in this buſineſs. But let me 
warn you not to miſtake the way of happineſs. 
If you ſeek it in the paths of fin, you will 
certainly be . diſappointed : thouſands have 
found theſe paths the ſure road to preſent and 
future miſery. If you ſeek it in ſenſual plea- 
ſures, in riches, in honours, in the vanities of 
life, there you will be as certainly miſtaken ; 
theſe things can afford nothing but outſide ap- 
pearances of comfort and joy.—The true ſeat 
of happineſs is the ſoul, and that they cannot 
reach. But Jeſus Chriſt is a friend that 
loves you better than any other can do; he 
has done and ſuffered much to promote your - 
happineſs ; he knows wherein your true hap- 
pineſs lies, and is beſt able to ſecure it to you. 
He, the friend and lover of your fouls, ſtands 
here before you marking the path of happineſs, 
and inviting you to walk in it. —T ake my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek and 
lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find reſt unto your 
fouls, —Follow Jeſus—imitate Jeſus Chriſt — 
pray 
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pray for the {pi.it of Jeſus Chriſt ;—this will 
lead you to the trueſt liberty, to inward peace; 
to the nobleſt honours, to eternal life ;—zhe 
way is pleaſant, and the end is peace. 

You may hence alſo infer, my young friends, 
THE ADVANTAGE OF RELIGION.—Y Ou can 
never judge of the excellency of the way ſo 
well as by conſidering the end. So let me 
entreat and charge you to judge of the ways 
of piety, and the paths of ſin; look to their 
end, and then conſider which 1s to be pre- 
ferred. The wages of fin is death : it com- 
monly leads to ſhame and diſhonour in this 
life, and it will certainly carry you to the 
ſecond death, and the miſery of hell in ano- 
ther. But the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. So glori- 
ouſly will a life of religion end. To theſe 
fair and happy manſions will Chriſt carry all 
his diſciples, and here he marks the path that 
leads to them.—Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me.—This is the way; Chriſt is your 
pattern, and heaven will be the end. We 


me you think ſeriouſly of theſe things 
when 
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when you are gone from hence; and venture 
not a ſtop further in the path of fin till you 
can come to this bold reſulution, to defy the 
threatenings of Almighty God, to venture on 
the terrors of eternal death, and to take up 
your abodes in the torments of hell. 
Finally, my young friends, you may hence 
infer THE EXCELLENCY AND GRACE OF JESUS 
CHRIST. Behold him in all the riches of his 
grace and love, come down from heaven and 
his Father's boſom, to ſeek and ſave your 
wretched ſouls.— Behold him writing in the 
bible his holy precepts and precious promiſes 
for your inſtruction and comfort. —Behold 
him bleeding and dying on the crofs as a ſa- 
crifice for your '{ins. Behold him clothed 
with majeſty, power, and love, conquering 
ſin, and death, and hell; releaſing miſerable 
and captive ſouls; pardoning ſin with a 
boundleſs profuſion of forgiving love; ſpread- 
ing peace through the believing ſoul; 
ſtrengthening the weak and heavy laden; 
fanctifying the unclean and ſinful heart; and 
leading his followers to joy and happineſs.— 
Behold 
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Behold him now ſending the invitation of his 
grace to you. Come unto me, and I will give 
you reſt. He ſtands at the door of your hearts 
and knocks for admittance, and 1s ready to 
enrich you with all theſe ſpiritual and eternal 
bleſſings. . | TEE 
And now let me beſeech you by all the 
riches of his condeſcending grace and good- 
neſs—by the value of your immortal ſouls 
by all the precious bleſſings which he has to 
beſtow—by all the glory of the heavenly 
world—by every thing that you hold dear 
and valuable, let me entreat you not to turn 
him away. Open your hearts to receive him, 
to love, honour, and obey him; this day 
make a covenant with him, and ſeriouſly ſur- 
render your ſouls to God through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, to be pardoned, ſanctified, and 
ſaved for ever. Amen. 


HYMN. 


HE Saviour offers heavenly rel“ 

To weary ſouls with fin diftreft ; 
The kind, the gracious call obey, 
And caſt your gloomy fears away. 


D Oppreſt 
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Oppreſt with guilt, a painful load, | 


O come and ſpread your woes abroad 
Divine compaſſion, mighty. love, 
Will all the painful load remove. 


Here Mercy's boundleſs ocean flows, 
To cleanſe your guilt, and heal your woes; 
Pardon, and life, and endleſs peace— 
How rich the gift! how free the grace! 


Dear Saviour, let thy powerful love 
Confirm our faith, our fears remove, 
And ſweetly. influence ev'ry breaſt, 
And guide us to eternal reſt. 


it | ADDRESS 


ADDRESS III. 
b AA T 1. 


THE DIFFICULTIES AND SUPPORTS OF 
| RELIGION COMPARED. 


| | 
| Marrhzw Xi. 30. i 
For my yoke is eaſy, and my burden is. light. 


My younc Frzrenps, | 
you have heard of the advantages of 
'* "Chriſt's fervice, and the reſt and com- 
fort that ĩt brings to the mind. But you are 
not to ſuppoſe that there is nothing but plea- 
fore and comfort in religion; there are duties 
and labours, and ſelf-denial, and difficulties, 
both in the beginning and in the progreſs of 
it, which you ought to be well apprized of, 
but which ought not to diſcourage you; be- 
cauſe the ſupports and conſolations of religion 
will more than balance thoſe difficulties, and 
render the yoke of Chriſt eaſy, and his bur- 

den light. 
D 2 When 
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Oppreſt with guilt, a painful load, | 
O come and ſpread your woes abroad; 
Divine compaſſion, mighty. love, 

Will all the painful load remove. 


Here Mercy's boundleſs ocean flows, 
To cleanſe your guilt, and heal your woesz. 
Pardon, and life, and endleſs peace— 
How rich the gift! how free the grace! 


Dear Saviour, let thy powerful love 
Canfirm our faith, our fears remove, 
And ſweetly influence ev'ry breaſt, 
And guide us to eternal reſt. 


ADDRESS 


ADDRESS UL. 
PART I, 


THE DIFFICULTIES AND SUPPORTS OFC 
RELIGION COMPARED. 


| 
MaTTHEW xi. 30. 


For my yoke is eaſy, and my burden is ht. 


My younc Fares, 
JOU have heard of the advantages of 
Chriſt's ſervice, and the reſt and com- 
fort that ĩt brings to the mind. But you are 
not to fappoſe that there is nothing but plea- 
ſure and comfort in religion; there are duties 
and labours, and ſelf-denial, and difficulties, 
boch in the beginning and in the progreſs of 
it, which you ought to be well apprized of, 
but which ought not to diſcourage you ; be- 
cauſe the ſupports and conſolations of religion 
will more than balance thoſe difficulties, and 
render the yoke of Chrift eaſy, and his bur- 
den light, 
When 
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When we invite you to Chriſt's ſervice, 
we do not invite you to unbounded liberty, to 
lazy indolence, or licentious practices - God 
forbid.— Vou will ſtill have work to do, a 
burden to bear, and be under a yoke or re- 
ſtraint ; but it wall be an eaſy yoke, a light 
burden, and a pleaſant work, compared with 
any other ſervice in which you can poſſibly 
engage. : 

I would faithfully apprize you, my young 
friends, of ſome difficulties that you muſt 
ſurmount at your firſt entrance on the ſervice 

of Chriſt. And they are ſuch as theſe : 
THERE ARE DIFFICULTIES ARISING FROM 
CONSIDERATION, and fixing your thoughts 
on new and diſtant objects. The firſt ſtep 
towards the ſervice of Chriſt is deep and ſeri- 
ous meditation. I thought on my ways (ſays 
David) and turned my feet to thy teſtimonies. — 
I know the difficulty you will find to think 
cloſely and long together on any ſubject, but 
eſpecially on your duty to God your fins 
againſt him on Chriſt and his requirements 
and on death, judgment, and eternity, We 
know that advanced Chriſtians ſometimes find 
1c 
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it difficult to keep their thoughts fixed, and 
have their hearts affected with theſe things: 
and how much more difficult muſt it be for 
you who have been ſo little uſed to conſidera- 
tion—whoſe thoughts have been ſo long ac- 
cuſtomed to wander after trifles—and whoſe 
lively fancy carries you away after every 
vanity ;——you will find this requires great at- 
tention and reſolution; and happy, thrice 
happy is the youth who can ſay his heart is 
fined while he thinks on theſe things. 

You will find a ſtill greater difficulty 18 
REGARDING THOSE THINGS WITH AVERSION, 
WHICH WERE BEFORE THE OREAT- OBJECTS 
OF YOUR DELIGHT, AND DEPERMINING TO 
PART WITH THEM. Sinful pleaſures and in- 
dulgencies, though they may ſhock us at 
firſt, yet ſoon grow familiar and pleaſing to 
our corrupt hearts; and we are eaſily led to 
imagine, that the gratification of our ap- 
petites and paſſions is our chief and higheſt 
happineſs. Tou may indeed be brought by 
the fear of pumſhmennt, or the force of edu- 
cation, to reſtrain yourſelf from the ourward 
acts of fin, at leaft from thoſe that are moſt 

D 3 notorious 
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notorious and ſcandaloufly wicked, as tying, 
ſwearing, ftealing, fabbath-breaking, un- 
cleanneſs, and the like; but the goſpel re- 
quires a great deal more, it inſiſts upon your 
breaking off every ſin; and not only ſo, 
but that you ſhould hate them from your 
heart, and reſolve by divine grace that you 
will never return to them any more. — All 
old and wicked things muſt be done way, 
and all things muſt become new. 

And further, you muſt be brought to 
CONDEMN YOURSELF FOR YOUR PAST DOINGS; 
and this is a very humbling and mortifying 
work.— The goſpel demands and inſiſts upon 


it that we call on our memory to give a juſt 


repreſentation of our ſins—that we ſet them 
in order before us, and view them in all the 
circumſtances of their aggravation—that we 
compare our ſins with the mercies we have 
received, and the advantages we have been 
favoured with, and with all the mighty ob- 
ligations we were under from gratitude, from 
intereſt and duty, to a contrary behaviour : 
and this mortifying conſideration muſt be 


kept before the eyes till the ſpirit is humble, 
and 
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and contrite, and broken; till we can confeſs 
ſin feelingly, and repent of it heartily, and 
forſake it cheerfully—and admire the mercy 
and long-ſuffering of God that he has not 
long ſince deſtroyed us. Now think how 


mortifying and humbling this muſt be to our 


proud hearts. | 
And after this, ROY Vs difficulty riſes on 


your firſt entrance on Chriſt's ſervice, 'and 
that is THE RELUCTANCE. YOU WILL FIND TO 
RECEIVE MERCY. IN THE GOSPEL WAY. Now 
the goſpel way of pardon, as preached by the 
Apoſtles, was repentance towards God, and 
faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that eter- 
nal life is the free gift of God through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. —You may think repentance 
is neceſſary, and may wiſh to go through 
with it; but when you are told that this will 
never merit heaven for you, and that you 
muſt ſtill receive mercy, and grace, and 
glory, as the gift of God through Jeſus 
Chriſt; at this your proud hearts will often 
recoil, and you will find many a painful 
ſtruggle before your high thoughts of your- 
ſelves are brought low, and Chriſt is all in 

all 
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all to your ſouls—all your falvation, and all 
your defire. 

And finally, when all this is done, and all 
your good reſolutions and pious purpoſes are 
formed, you will find it No EASY work To 
PUT ALL INTO EXECUTION. —The Prophet 
aſketh, Can the Ethiopian change his ſkin, or 
the leopard his ſpots: then, ſays he, may be 
that is accuſtomed to do evil, learn to do well. 
He means it is a difficult thing, it will re- 
quire your full purpoſe of heart, and great 
courage, reſolution, and perſeverance, and a 
better ſtrength than your own. Nothing leſs 
than this will enable you to riſe early in a 
morning, to redeem ſome time for reading 
the ſcriptures, and prayer, before you enter 
on the work of the day; to break off any 
evil words. you have formerly uſed, any evil 
practices you have been guilty of, any evil 
company you' have formerly kept, any evil 
thoughts or wiſhes you have had in your 
hearts, and to enable you to keep the ſabbath 
holy, to improve by the inſtructions that are 
given you—to be honeſt and juſt in your. 
tranſactions with men; to fear a lie and ſpeak 


the 
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the truth—and be harmleſs and blameleſs, the 
children of God without rebuke, in the midft 
of a crooked and perverſe generation. 

- Beſides theſe difficulties at ſetting out, you 
will have $80ME DIFFICULTIES THAT - WILL 
ATTEND YOUR CONTINUANCE AND PROGRESS 
IN RELIGION :—the chriſtian life is a continual 
warfare, in which' it is not enough to gain a 
ſingle victory, but we are often to return to 
the charge, and be always in a poſture of 
defence. The laborious, watchful, conſcien- 
tious chriſtian, he alone can tell how hard it 
is to wreſtle with fleſh and blood; and not only 
ſo, but with principalities ' and powers, and 
ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places. - While we 
are in the body, the fleſh will rebel againſs the 
ſpirit ; and there is a law in the members that 
will war againſt the law in the mind ; we muſt 
therefore continually deny ourſelves, take up 
our croſs, and follow' Chriſt ; be controlling 
our appetites, and keep under our bodies, This 
was St. Paul's daily work ; and notwithſtand- 
ing his great knowledge and attainments, he 
found it neceſſary, left having preached to 
others he himſelf ſhould be a caſt away. 

But 
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But as theſe things are not your immediate 
concern, and as thoſe difficulties will certainly 
leſſen as you grow in grace and improve in 
holineſs, I ſhall diſmiſs this part of che ſub- 
x&, with obſerving, how neceſſary it is that 
we ſhould enter on a religious courſe Id A 
BETTER STRENGTH THAN -OUR 'OWN,—Tt is 
on account of all theſe difficulties, compared 
with our own weakneſs and fickleneſs, and 
dur powerful enemies, that the ſcriptares are 
ſo plain and full in afferting the neceſſity of 
divine influence/in-converſion and reformation. 
Hence God is ſaid o work in ur ro will and to 
4 of bis own good pleaſure, and to begin-a good 
work in us. Hence Chriſt declares that #9 
man can come umto me except the Father which 
bath ſent me draw bim; and without me ye can 
do nothing. Let me adviſe you therefore as 


Paul does Timothy, my /on be Prong in the 


grace that'is in Chrift Jofus, If you truſt in 
your own reſolutions and ſtrength, they will 
certainly fail you; but the grace of Chriſt is 
ſufficient for you, and ye ſhall be conquerors, and 
more than conquerors, through him that loved 
you, 
I am 
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I am now to prove to you, my young 
friends, that notwithſtanding all theſe difficul- 
ties in your entrance on a religious life, and 
in your future progicſs through the whole of 
it, yet ſtill the yoke of Chriſt is eaſy, and his 
burden light; that the ways of God are plea- 
ſantneſs, and all his paths are peace :—but we 
will leave this till another opportunity. 


| HTM. | 
QTRAIT is the way, the door is ſtrait, 
That leads to joy on high; 
Tis but a few that find che gate, 
While crouds miſtake and die. 


Beloved ſelf muſt be deny'd, 
The mind and will renew'd, 

Paſſion ſuppreſs'd, and Patience try'd, 
And vain deſires ſubdu'd. 


Fleſh is a dangerous foe to Grace, 
Where it prevails and rules; 

Fleſh muſt be humbled, Pride abas d, 
Leſt they deſtroy our ſouls. 


The tongue, that moſt unruly power. 
Requires a ſtrong reſtraint : | 

We muſt be watchful ev'ry hour, 
And pray, but never faint. 


Lord! can a feeble, helpleſs worm 
Fulfil a tak fo hard 
Thy, grace mutt all mv work erm, 
And give the free rewzr” 
REAN 
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THE DIFFICULTIES AND SUPPORTS or 
RELIGION COMPARE D. 


MaTTHEW xi. 30. 


For my yoke is eaſy, and my burden is light, 


meet you again with pleaſure, my young 

friends, to prove to you that notwithſtand- 
ing all the difficulties that may attend your 
firſt entrance on and future progreſs in the 
ſervice of Chriſt, yet his yoke is eaſy, and his 
burden is light; and this will appear very plain 
if you COMPARE THE YOKE OF CHRIST WITH 
OTHER RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS, WHETHER 
PRETENDED OR REAL,—The Jewiſh religion 
was attended with many painful, expenſive, 
and troubleſome ceremonies, from which the 
religion of Jeſus is entirely free. The Ma- 


hometan religion is attended with greater 
difficulties, 
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difficulties, has more painful rites, and many 
abſurdmies and contradictions, and no evidence 
of reaſon or miracle to ſupport it. Compare 
it with the idolatry of Heathens, and it ſhines 
with infinitely ſuperior luſtre. Almoſt all of 
them repreſent their deities as delighting in 
crueky and inhumanity, and yet command 
them ſtill to be loved and honoured; they repre- 
ſent them as angry, and appeaſed at a trifle, 
yet they are to be revered and adored. No 
to love eruelty and barbarity, and to reverence 
caprice and folly, are things abſolutely im- 
poſſible to any conſiderate man: it therefore 
requires impoſſibilities, and neceſſitates all its 
votaries to be either fools or hypocrites, - 
will not take up your time now in telling you 
how many of them require the moſt unnatural 
and cruel ſervices, that they approach their 
gods by cutting . themſelves with knives and 
lances; and ſtrive to pleaſe their malicious 
deities with afflicting their bodies, or cauſing 
their dear children to paſs through the fire to 
Moloch. In the goſpel. there is nothing of all 
this, therefore Chriſt's yoke is eaſy, and his 
burden light. 

= It 
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It is fo, further, waEn coMPaRED WITH 
THE YOKE OF SIN AND SATAN.—Satan would 
fain perſuade young people that a ſinful life is a 
ſtate of true liberty and pleaſure, and that re- 
ligion 1s a ſervile and uncomfortable thing. — 
I have already ſaid that religion lays a reſtraint 
upon the paſſions, checks their impetuous 
fallies, and brings the will into ſubjection to 
the Divine will ; but this is our higheſt hap- 
pineſs—if the will is brought into ſubjection 
to God, the ſoul lives and is happy—but 
when it forſakes him, it will fall into ſubjec- 
tion to every ungoverned luſt and headſtrong 
paſſion ; and Satan our great adverſary, who 
rides as it were on the paſſions, and blows up 

the ſtorm, leads on the ſoul from one folly 
and vanity to another, till he makes it captive 
according to his own will—and then all peace, 
liberty, and happineſs ends. In his gay 
moments the ſinner ſtill pretends to freedom, 
though Satan commands him at pleaſure, and 
his luſts lead him to deſtruction, and he fol- 
lows them like a ſlave in chains. He boaſts 
of pleaſure, while his inmoſt ſoul is toſſed to 


and fro like a troubled ſea that cannot reſt. 
He 
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He will ſometimes put on a gay countenance 
while conſcience, like a living worm, lies 
gnawing within him, He will ſometimes 
laugh ar death and eternity, while within he 
has a fearful looking for of judgment, and 
fiery indignation ready to devour him.—Such 
is the yoke of ſin and Satan. And furely if 
religion had ten thouſand times more difficul- 
ties and reſtraints than it has, it were infinitely 
preferable to all this ſlavery and miſery. 
Further, the yoke of Chriſt is eaſy, and his 
burden light, if you conſider THE ASSISTANCE 
WHICH GOD Has PROMISED.,—Had we been 
called to the ſervice of Chriſt, and yet left to 
ourſelves, we might have been led to queſtion 
whether his yoke was eaſy and his burden 
light ; but this is not the caſe. I have already 
ſhewn you how ſtrongly the ſcriptures declare 
the neceſſity of divine help; and if it is neceſ- 
ſary God will certainly give it you. He hath 
taught us thus to argue, if ye being evil know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more ſhall your heavenly Father give his 
holy ſpirit to them that aſk him, Chriſt hath 
lard, my grace is ſufficient for you, and my. 
E $ - ſtrength 
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firength ſball be made perfict in your weakneſs. 

God is faithful, who hath promiſed, and will not 
fuffer us to be tempted above what we are able 
to Bear. However weak we are in ourſelves, 
we can do all things through Chriſt ſtrengtbening 
4s. And now let the difficulties of religion 
be what they will, let our enemies aggravate 
them to the higheſt degree, we will oppoſe 
this truth againſt all their malice, hat in God 
is our help: we will produce this promiſe as 
an anſwer to all their falmood: Fear not, Tam 
with tber, I will ftrengrben ther; yea, I will 
help thee ; yea, I will uphold thee by the right 
hand of my righteonſneſs :—mnuſt not then his 
yoke be eafp, and his burden light ? 

Further, his ſervice is made eaſy by ThE 
EXALTED PLEASURES THAT ATTEND IT: it 
has pleaſures in the way, as well as glory in 
the end; there is a real joy in what appears to 
finners the very bondage of religion, I mean 
in the government of the paſſions, in correct- 
ing evil habits, in ſubduing vicious appetites, 
and bringing the thoughts into ſubjection to 
Chriſt. And as to the path of duty, however 

ſtraight 
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ſtraight it appears, the cloſer we walk in it, 
the more delightful] it will be.— The real 
chriſtian hath pleaſure in being good, and 
doing good. If he feeds the hungry, or 
clothes the poor, or viſits the ſick, or in- 
ſtructs the ignorant, or comforts the afflicted, 
or exhorts the careleſs, or warns the profane, 
in theſe things he has joy ſuperior to any thing 
the world can afford;.—But he has greater 
pleaſures Rill—in reading the word and pro- 
Miles of God in the houſe and ordinances of 
Godin his family and ſecret worſhip -in 
looking back on the way in which God has 
kd him in looking inward on the happy 
change that has been produced in his own 
mind, and looking forward to another and 
better world. Theſe are pleaſures which at- 
tend religion xow, which may be felt to-day, 
and every day; the world cannot give them, 
nor take them away :—thefe delights will fal- 
low us to a bed of ſickneſs, and he better 
chan the richeſt cordials to our drogping 
ſpirits; nor can they ever be purſued to ex- 
ceſs, the more we enjoy them the more we 
ſhall reliſh them, and the more will the mind 

E 3 be- 
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be enlarged to receive them. Thus the pre- 
ſent pleaſure of Chriſt's ſervice makes his yoke 
eaſy, and his burden light. 

It is made ftill more ſo, By THE IMMENSE 
REWARD THAT WILL ATTEND IT IN ANOTHER 
woRLD.—l have juſt ſhewed you, that, ab- 
ſtrated from all views of a future reward, 
religion brings ſuch a preſent income of ſolid 
fubſtantial joy, that far overbalances all the 
pain, and - fatigue, and difficulties of it, — 
But ſuppoſe it had no other pleaſure than what 


ariſes from the hope of glory, even that would 
be enough to make the yoke eaſy, and the bur- 


den light.—For the hope of pleaſure, or - 
honour, or gain, what difficulttes will not 
men undergo ? though the proſpect is uncer- 
tain, and the very attainment of them will be 
ſhort and unſatisfying.— And what are all theſe 
things compared with the joys of heaven—with 
the favour of God—with a crown of glory— 
an eternal inheritance—a kingdom that can- 
not be moved and 4 far more exceeding and 
an eternal weight of glory? Fix your eye, my 
young friends, attentively on the prize that is 
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ſet before you, and you will forget what is 
behind, you will preſs on towards the mark of 
the prize, of the high and holy calling which ts 
of Gad in Chrift Jeſus. 

I ſhall only add, THAT THE Lov or 60D 
SHED ABROAD IN YOUR HEARTS WILL MAKE 
THE YOKE EASY, AND THE BURDEN LIGHT 
1NDEED.—Love to God and Chriſt will over- 
come all difficulties, and bear down all op- 
poſition ; it will make mortification and ſelf- 
denial change their harſh and dreadful names, 
and become eaſy, and ſweet, and delightful ; 
you will then no longer feel the yoke, or labour 
under the burden, but you will run and not be 
weary, and walk and not faint. _ 

I have now given you a true and fair ac- 
count of the yoke of Chriſt, and the ſupports 
you will have under it, of the whole burden 
of religion, and the advantages and pleafures 
that will attend it ; chooſe you then what you 
will do, and whom you will ſerve. —However 
aged and habitual ſinners may be hardened in 
the neglect of theſe things, I hope and believe 
this is not the caſe with any of you, my 

young 
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young friends; 1 addreſs you with cheerful 
hope of ſucceſs—now is your chooſing time 
I would fain engage you for Chriſt and his 
ſervice. You ſee how falſe it is to repreſent 
religion as a gloomy and burdenſome thing— 
balance the account now given you in your 
own mind, and you will ſoon perceive the 
pleaſures and ſupports of religion are far 
ſuperior to 1ts. pains and difficulties. Sinners 
are the ſlaves, Chriſtians are the Lord's free- 
men. It is the men of this world, who have 
their portion in this life, that are po AND 
WRETCHED; the Chriſtian only is truly Rien 
AND HAPPY. The ways of ſin are the ways 
of ſorrow and melancholy; z it is the religion 
of Jeſus Chriſt that fills the heart with peace 
and gladneſs. What courſe then will you 
take, which way will you chooſe, and whom 
will you ſerve? Satan, or Jeſus Chriſt. Will 
you chooſe ſin, and miſery, and hell; or 
Chriſt, and holineſs, and heaven? Your 
parents and friends, with eager expectation, 
wait your anſwer; your miniſter, with tender 
concern, waits your anſwer; angels, who 
witneſs our devotion, wait your anſwer ; and 

Jeſus, 
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| $3 
Jeſus, your eompaſſionate and glorious Sa- 
viour, waits your anſwer — his arms are open 
to receive you, and his compaſſionate voice 
now calk you, faying, Come unto me ye 
young immortals whom I have redeemed 
with my blood, you will I teach arid guide in 
my way, you I will protect and blefs, to you 
I will give grace and glory, and no good thing 
will I withhold from you; come then to. my 
arms, to my heart, to my ſervice—my. yoke. ir 
ea(y, and my burden is light.—Surely you will 
not refuſe; think how much better he can da 
for you than all the world can do hom much 
better he will deal by you than Satan will— 


above all, think how eafy his: yoke will be, if 
you take it upon you ut early like: if you 
begin now you will remove, in a great mea- 
ſure, many of the diſſiculties that I firſt 


mentioned. Vice is like a tree, the longer it 
grows the deeper root it takes, and requires 
more time and ſtrength to be plucked up 
again; but now it may much eaſier be done. 
Vice is like a river, it increaſes, and ſwells, 
and grows larger, the further it proceeds; if 


oppoſed 
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oppoſed at the beginning, it is then, com- 

paratively, a ſmall ſtream, and more eaſily 

turned aſide. Happy they who can make 

a ſtand againſt the torrents of vice at any 

age; and bleſſed be God that his grace is 

fufficient for ſuch at any period of life ; but 

vaſtly happier are all they who give their 

hearts early to Chriſt, and can ſay in their 

advanced years, I thy ſervant have feared the 

Lord from my youth; ſuch eſcape a thouſand 

painful pangs in their entrance on religion ; 

and they proceed with greater ſtcadineſs, 

cheerfulneſs, and joy.—Be entreated then to 

ſeek firſt the kingdom of God and his righteouſ- 

neſs, and all other things ſhall be added unto 

you. Go home under the lively impreſſion of 
theſe delightful truths, that Chriſt will receive 

you graciouſly, and love you freely: and, that 
his yoke is 640, and his burden light. 


HYMN. 


OME hither all ye weary ſouls, 
Ve heavy-laden ſinners come; 
« Pl give you reſt from all your toils, 
« And raiſe you to my heavenly home. 


ar They 
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They ſhall find reſt that learn of me— 
« I'm of a meek and lowly mind ;— 
« But Paſſion rages like the ſea— 
« And Pride is reſtleſs as the wind. 


«« Bleſs'd is the man whoſe ſhoulders take 
«© My yoke, and bear it with delight ; 
% My yoke is eaſy to his neck— 
« My grace ſhall make the burden light.“ 


Jeſus, we come at thy command, 
With faith, and hope, and humble zeal, . 
Reſign our ſpirits to thy hand, 

To mould and guide us at thy will. 


ADDRESS 


ADDRESS IV. 
RELIGION A MATTER -OF [FREE -CHOICE. 
JosHUA xxiv. 15. 


Chooſe ye this dap whom ye will ſirve; but as 
for me and my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord. 


"THESE are the words of Joſhua, the 

ſucceſſor of Moſes, and the ruler of 
Iſrael: and thus will every pious Iſraelite and 
every real Chriſtian expreſs' himſelf through 
all the diſtant ages of the world. Let me 
point out to you, my young friends, the nature 
of this pious reſolution, ſome remarkable cir- 
cumſtances that attended it in the caſe of 
Joſhua, and ſome obvious and important con- 
ſiderations why you ſhould make it your 


own. JH% 

You ſee in what light this holy man con- | 

ſidered religion, as the sxRvicE or cob, | 
which 
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which includes the worſhip of God, and a 
life devoted to him. Jofhua was one who 
loved the babitation of God's houſe, and the 
place where his honour dwelt : he ſtatedly at- 
tended at the tabernacle, and remembered the 
Sabbath-day to keep it huly. | 

But doubtleſs he did not confine his wor- 
ſhip to the tabernacle, but would often retire 
from the cares and hurries of his public ftation 
to pour out his ſoul in ſecret, to his Maker, 
to warm his heart with the contemplation of 
the divine perfections, and the wonderful ap- 
pearances of his providence in behalf of him- 
ſelf and his people. | 

Beſides this, it is ſtrongly intimated in the text, 
that he WORSHIPED GOD WITH HIS FAMILY. 
He exhorts the people to chooſe that day whom 
they would - ſerve, that is, worſhip, whether 
the God of their fathers, or the gods of the 
Amorites; but as as for me and my houſe, ſays 
he, ue will ſerve the Lord, we will worſhip 
the true God: though all Jae! ſhould for- 
ſake him, and turn idolaters, we are deter- 
mined, though ſingle and alone, to ſerve 
and worſhip him at my houſe. 

F But 
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But this phraſe to ſerve the Lord, is a very 
comprehenſive term, and includes not only 
worſhip, but ſubmiſſion to his will and obe- 
dience to his commands, beſides an humble, 

reverential, cheerful and faithful, conſtant and 

univerſal regard to his whole will.—It implies 

a readineſs to part with every thing incon- 

ſiſtent with his ſervice—to renounce all other 

maſters and lords who have formerly had do- 

minion over us, and yield ourſelves up entirely 
to God to be what he pleaſes—to ſuffer what 
he appoints—and to do whatſoever he com-, 

mands.—s the eyes of @ ſervant are towards 

his maſter, ſo will the eyes of every ſervant of 

God be directed to him, faying, Lord teach me 

what thou wilt have me to do; for whatſoever 
the Lord our God ſhall ſay unto us, that we 

vill do, and be obedient. —TF his we know was 
the language of Joſhua both in word and deed, 

and in this ſenſe the people alſo underſtood 

him, for in their determination to follow his 

example, they ſay, the Lord our God will we 

ſerve. and his voice will we obey.— This was 
Joſhua's view of religion, and I hope, my 
voung friends, you will never loſe ſight of it. 
Fix 
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"Fix it in your mind, that © divine worſhip, 


« from a principle of faith, attended with 
« cheerful obedience from a principle of love, 
« js the glorious religion both of the old and 
ce the new teſtament.” 

Once more, all this was with Joſhua 4 
MATTER OF FREE CHOICE—he was. not com- 
pelled to this by any human authority, by 
worldly hopes or fears — for he was the chief 
magiſtrate of the nation, and had all the 
armies of Iſrael at his command: nor did he 
impoſe it on others, he left it to their own de- 
termination, ſaying to all the people, chvoſe 
ye this day for yourſelves, without any reſtraint, 
whom ye will ſerve ; for my part I am come 
to a point in this buſineſs, I have choſen the 
Lord to ſerve him, and will abide by my 
choice: you are at hberty to chooſe for your- 
ſelves; $ut, whatever your reſolution may be, 
as for Ms I will ferve the Lord. 

That religion is worth nothing, which is 
not a matter of free choice it muſt have its 
foundation in a conviction of the judgment, 


in a clear underſtanding of what God and 


Chriſt require from us, what difficulties and 
F 2 trials 
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trials we are likely to meet with, and what 
conſolations, and helps, and rewards religion 
will beftow; we muſt fit down and count 
what labours it will coft us, what ſacrifices it 
will coſt us even in the moſt favourable cir- 
eumſtances, and what poſſibly it Mary coſt us 
in ſorne particular circumſtances of temptation 
or perſecution. —Satan would have no ſubjects 
if men would but fit down and count the coſt, 
and well eonſider the poor and low offers which 
he makes of ſenſual pleaſures in this life, the 
miſery which attends his ſervice, and the 
wages he gives, which is death. He does all 
he can to. prevent conſideration, and drives 
them on as an os to the ſlaughter, or as @ foot 
to the correction of | the ſtocks. 

Bue Chriſt puts in the- faireſt claim in the 
world to us; he would have none engage in 
his ſervice without ſeriouſly weighing his 
claim, without eonſidering the hardeſt part of 
his ſervice: and if his offers are not ſufficient 
to balance theſe, he would not have them 
become his fubjects blindfold, or contrary to 
their inclination and better judgment. The 
Captain of Salvation does not force men into 

| his 
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his ſervice, they muſt, all be volunteers, or 
they will never be good and faithful ſoldiers 
of Jeſus Chriſt. —This is the nature of the 
reſolution in the text, as for me and my houſe 
2e will ſerve the Lord. 

And further, 1r was THE RESOLUTION OF 
A GREAT AND NOBLE PERSON, of Joſhua the 
ſupreme earthly magiſtrate of Iſrael, who 
ruled this mighty people, conquered many 
nations, drove out many kings, and fettled 
Iſrael in the Land of Promiſe : he was a wiſe 
counſellor, a great warrior, and an illuſtrious 
conqueror; but this was his higheſt honour— * 
that he ſer ved the Lord. He was ſurrounded 
with enemies, and had all the weight of 
government on his ſhoulders, and the land to 
divide, and the tribes to ſettle, yet he did not 
make this a plea, as ſome would have done, to 
neglect the ſervice of God in public, or in his 
family; he knew the greateſt and moſt prefling 
buſineſs of this world would be no excuſe with 
God, for neglecting the more important 


buſineſs of religion. 


Further, THIS RESOLUTION WAS FORMED 


IN A VERY DETERMINED MANNER—I and my 
1 houſe 
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houſe-will:Jerve the Lord. I have weighed the 
matter ſeriouſly and attentively; I am con- 
vinced he has an indiſputable. right to my 
fervice, that I am. under the higheſt obliga- 
tions to ſerve him; that the ſervice he requires 
is reafonabk, eaſy, pleaſant, honourable, and 
profitable that he will graciouſly aſſiſt me in 
the work, accept my ſervices, ſuch as they 
are, and bountifully reward them. I will, 
therefore, ſerve the Lord: you muſt chooſe 
for yourſelves ; but though all Iſrael ſhould 
forſake him yet will not J. Oir reſolutions 
for God, and Chriſt, and: heaven, are worth 
nothing if they are not formed deliberately and 
ſteadfaſtly, in dependance on divine ſtrength, 
and with full purpoſe of heart to cleave unt 
the Lord, though it ſhould coſt us our wealth, 
or friends, our good name, or even life itfelf. 
If any man. loveth father or mother more than. 
me, he. is not worthy of me.. Further, it 
was a reſolution DECLARED WITH PUBLIC: 
SOLEMNITY.— Joſhua was not aſhamed of his 
religion, but boldly and publicly proſeſſes it 
before all the congregation. of Iſrael; though 


many of them had turned to idols, and others 
oy of 


* 
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of them were inclined to do ſo. Many are 
aſhamed: of their religion in public places, 
eſpecially in the midſt of a ſinful and adulter- 
Qus, generation; but Joſhua acted nobly when 
he made ſuch. a good profeſſion before ſo many 
witneſſes, There was ſomething very affect- 
ing in his circumſtances, he was now paſt a 
hundred and ten years old; and after all the 
goodneſs God had ſhewn to Iſrael in bringing 
them to Canaan and ſettling them there, he 
found ſome of them inclined to idolatry — he 
found himſelf ſenſibly. declining, and ſeems as 
if he could not bear to leave the world. while 
any of his people were wavering about tlie 
ſervice of God; he, therefore, once more calls 
them together, and addreſſes them as a dying 
magiſtrate, as a dying ſtĩiend who had ſpent 
all his liſe in their ſervice, and was willing to 
employ his laſt breath for their good. Me- 
thinks I fee him ſtanding before Ifrael—his 
his hands trembling with age with all the 
fymptoms of approaching diſſolution— while, 
wich a faltering voice and moſt affectionate 
look, he engages the attention of the furround- 

ing 
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ing multitude, ſets before them the pleaſures 
and advantages of God's fervice—the fatal 
conſequences of neglecting it; and urges their 
choice by his own example, which he publicly 
_ declares before the aſſembled congregation on 
this ſolemn occaſion. —A noble example for 
us not to be aſhamed of our profeſſion ; and 
the more degenerate the day is in which we 
live, the louder it calls upon us for ſuch an 
open declaration: thus in the face of all the 
world to determine for God's ſervice, is noble 
in itſelf, pleaſing to him, and encouraging 
to others. 

And now let me entreat you, my young 
friends, to FORM THIS RESOLUTION, THAT 
YOU WILL SERVE THE LORD, —Follow this 
noble example of Joſhua, and freely and de- 
liberately chooſe the Lord to ſerve him. And 
here let me beg of you to conſider, wHeTHER: 
GOD Has NOT THE MOST JUST | CLAIM TO 
YOUR: SERVICE.— Has he not made you what 

you are, and given you every- power and 
faculty you poſſeſs ? and is it not highly rea- 
ſonable that theſe ſhould be employed in his. 
ſervice, and for his honour ?—And as you are 
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the creatures of his power, are you not alſo 
the children of his care? Has he not pre- 
ſerved you from your mother's womb ? taken 
care of you in infancy, childhood, and youth, 
to this very day? Has he not delivered you 
from many diſorders and many dangers, and 
ſupplied all your wants, giving you ſood and 
raiment?— Has he not ſent his Son to die for 
you given his word to inſtruct you, raiſed 
up friends to teach you, and put it into the 
hearts of miniſters to adviſe and exhort you ; 
and do-not they, and ſome of your parents, 
at leaſt, even travail in birth again, until Chriſt 
be formed in your fouls; and ſhall not all theſe 
cords of love draw. you to him, and the ob- 
ligations of gratitude bind you to his ſervice 
for ever ?—Do you not conſider that in bim 
you live, and move, and have your being ; that 
all your health, food, friends, and comforts 
come from him, and depend on his mercy 
towards you? How eaſily, and how juſtly 


might he depri ve you of them all. Do not 
all your future hopes hkewiſe centre in him, 
both for the bleſſings of this liſe, and that 
which is to come? Can * find out any 

| other 
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other perſon or being who has an equal right 
to your gratitude and ſervice ? The claim of 
maſters, parents, princes, is, comparatively, 
trifling to the claim that God has to every one 
of you; and will you rob God of his rights ? 
and withhold from him a creature whom he 
has made for his ſervice, ' and redeemed to 
glorify and honour him ?—Would you keep 
from him a ſoul and a body which are his, 
and which he would make happy for ever ?— 
I beſeech you therefore by the mercies of God, 
that you preſent yourſelves to him as a living 
ſacrifice, holy and acceptable in his fight, «which 
is your "reaſonable ' ſervice ; a ſervice which he 
claims from you, and which you cannot with- 
hold. without injuſtice to yourſelves, ingrati- 
tude to God, and the moſt dreadful puniſh- 
ment as the natural conſequence of a refuſal. - 
Conſider further, WILL noT His SERVICE 
BE FOR YOUR PRESENT HONOUR AND Har- 
PINESS,—He is the greateſt, kindeſt, wiſeſt, 
and beſt of maſters, and the work he requires 
of you is nothing like the ſervice of ſin--no- 
thing ſo painful or ſo diſagreeable—his ways 
are ways of pleaſantneſs, and his paths are 
500 a peace. 
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peace. —lIt is the ſervice of the greateſt and 
beſt of Beings—it is the work in which all 
the holy men of former and latter ages have 
been engaged, and in which the faints in hea- 
ven and the angels of God are all engaged 
and happy :. are not theſe things ſufficient to 
dignify the ſervice and make it honourable. 
Beſides this, iT 15 THE ONLY WAY IN 
WHICH YOU. CAN BE HAPPY - you can taſte 
no real joy without it: had you no God to 
Werve you would be a vain wretched creature, 
and have no buſineſs in the world worth living 
for, and life itſelf would be a poor contemptible 
dream—a round, a dull unſatisfying round, 
of cating and drinking, talking and ſleeping, 
which could not poſſibly ſatisfy the mind. 
You would ſee nothing about you but what, 
as you grow up, you muſt nauſeate and de- 
ſpiſe. Your very reaſon would be your tor- 
ment—you would wander diſconſolate from 
one vanity to another, till you could find 
ſome place where you may lie down and die : 
ſuch a poor low miſerable life you muſt lead, 
if there was no God to ſerve and glorify; ſuch 
a miſerable life thouſands lead who live as 


without 
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without God in the world. But when you 
ſee a Being above you, below you, around 
you, whoſe eye is ever upon you—a Being of 
infinite perſections, who made you, ſupports 
you, demands your ſervice, and invites you 
to be happy, who is able, who is willing to 
make you ſo—how does this change the 
ſcene? it adds importance to every moment, 
it gives a dignity to our preſent exiſtence, and 
holds out to our view an object worthy our 
higheſt affection the favour and friendſhip dt 
Almighty God. Here is room for your im- 
mortal ſpirit to expand itſelf —and from his 
complacency and love you may draw in ſuch 
delight and 3j Joy that the world cannot give nor 
take away. 
I aſk you once more, WILL NOT HIS SER- 
VICE BE ATTENDED WITH THE MOST HAPPY 
CONSEQUBNCES FOR EVER? Do you aſk 
wherefore ſhould I ſerve the Lord, and what 
profit is it to pleaſe him; I anſwer in the 


words of the Apoſtle, all things are yours, 
whether Paul, or Apollas, or Cephas, or the 
world, or life, or death, or thin gs. preſent, or 
. to come all are yours, and ye are 
Chriſt's, 
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Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's, What a glo- 
rious inheritance of the Saints is this? nor is 
this all, he will guide them by his counſel, and 
afterwards receive them to glory. They ſhall be 
mine, ſaith the Lord, in that day when I make 
up my jewels, and they ſhall ſhine as the ſun in 
the kingdom of their Father for ever. In a 
word, eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor 
hath it entered into the heart of man, the things 
that God hath prepared for them that love and 
ſerve him, and which he will freely beſtow 
upon them, not as a reward of their merit, 
but as the token of his love, as the purchaſe 
of a Redeemer's blood, and a proof of the 
riches of his grace. Since this is the caſe, may 
I not hope it will be the language of ſome of 
your hearts, as for me I will ſerve the Lord: 
and ſo will I, faith another here, and another 
there—go on, till every heart catches the 
divine flame, and every ſoul among you 
becomes a living ſacrifice to God. 
But let me once more remind you as Joſhua 
did the Iſraelites, ye cannot ſerve the Lord, 
that is, ye cannot do it of yourſelves; his 
grace muſt aſſiſt you, his ſpirit muſt bring 
G yau 
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you to the reſolution, and ſtrengthen you for 
the ſervice: and I devoutly pray God he may 
put it within you, and cauſe you ro walk in his 
Patutes and judgments to do them. But perhaps 
you think 1T WII L $POIL YOUR PLEASURE; 
but can you imagine that will ſpoil your true 
pleafure, which is the employ and happineſs 
of heaven But you WILL BE LOOKED UPON 
AS SINGULAR this was no objection to 
Joſhua—to be ſingularly good is your higheſt 
honour.—But souME WILL LAUGH AT YOUR 
PIETY AND PRAYERS—it may be ſo; but 
would you be laughed out of an eftate in chis 
way? by no means :—and ſhall the laughter 
of fools rob you of an eternal inheritance and 
an immortal crown? God forbid. But you 
THINK IT TIME ENOUGH YET; but God ſays 
chooſe ye this day—and this is neceſſary, for 
you know not that ye ſhall have another day— 
this ni bt your ſoul may be required of you. It 
is the moſt convenient day—the youth, the 
prime, and vigour of life; this is the day of 
your choice, or chooſing day, when you have 
few cares, and the beſt opportunity of ſerving 
God. The longer you delay it, the more 
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your difficulties and dangers will increaſe, — 
Now is the accepted time, and this is the day 
of ſalvation To-day, therefore, if you will 
hear bis vaice, harden not your hearts: now is 
the time to chooſe the Lord to ſerve him ; or it 
is probable you will for ever neglect him—and 


then he will caſt you off for ever. 


Y gracious Lord, I own thy right 
To ev*ry ſervice I can pay; 
And call it my ſupreme delight 
To hear thy dictates, and obey. 
What is my being but for thee = 
Its ſure ſypport, its nableſt end? 
Thy ever-ſmiling face to ſee, 
And ſerve the cauſe of ſuch a friend. 


1 would not breathe for worldly joy, 
Or to increaſe my worldly good; 
Nor future days or pow'rs empiloy, 
To ſpread a ſounding name abroad. 


'Tis to my Saviour I would live, | 
To him who for my ranſom dy'd— 

Nor could untainted Eden give 

Such bliſs as bloſſoms at his ſide, 
His work my hoary age ſhall bleſs, 

When youthful vigour is no more: 
And my laſt hour of life confeſs 

His love hath animating pow'r. 
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ADDRESS V. 
MARY'S CHOICE OF THE GOOD PART. 


. 
LUKE x. 42. 


Mary hath choſen that good part, which ſhall 
not be taken away from her, 


ND who is there among you who does 
not approve of Mary's choice? who is 

there among you that will not imitate her ex- 
ample ? But let us hear the littleſtory to which 
the words belong: —As our Lord was going 
about in the execution of his miniſtry on earth, 
he called at Bethany, at the houſe of his friend 
Lazarus, who, with his two ſiſters, Martha 
and Mary, appear to be devout Iſraelites, 
waiting for the falvation of God, and were 
willing to receive Jeſus Chriſt as his Meſſiah. 
Jeſus, we ſee, carried with him the pious 
thoughts and labours of a preacher of righ- 
teouſneſs wherever be went, and, therefore, 
preached 
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' preached the doctrine of his kingdom in the 


parlour, and to the family of his friends. 
Mary, one of the ſiſters of Lazarus, we are 
told, ſat at the feet of Jefus Chriſt, to hear 
his words, that 1s, continued among thoſe who 
attended on the converſation and diſcourſes 
of Chrift; but Martha, who was the miſtreſs 
of the family, was providing an entertainment 
for her friends, and being fatigued, and ſome- 
what diſpleaſed with the employment, ſhe came 
to Jeſys with a ſort of accuſation againſt him, 

as well as her ſiſter: Lord, ſays ſhe, daft thou 
not care that my. ſiſter hath left me to ſerve 
alone? ſend ber therefore away from the com- 
pany, that ſbe may help ne. To which Jeſus 
replies in thoſe gentle, endeating, and yet re- 
proving words, Martha, Martha, thou art 
troubled about many things, but one thing is 
needful, and; Mary hath conf th that gaod part, 
which Jhall nat be taken from her. In which 
words our Lord ſtrongly expreſſes the im- 
portance of religion, calling it 4% one thing 


needful, that is, needful above every other buſt- 


nefz or concern: he alſo inſinuates in the, malt 
G 3 friendly 
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74 
friendly and gentle manner to Martha, that a 
great ſolicitude and anxiety about the buſineſs 
and troubles of the world, are generally pre- 
judicial to it, hindering the improvement of 
the ſoul in religion, preventing our attendance 
on the means of it, and frequently hurting 
and diſcompoſing the religious temper of our 
minds. After which, he makes an. handſome 
apology for Mary in the words I have juſt read 
to you, Mary hath choſen.that good part, which 
ſhall not be taken. from her do not be offended 
at her, ſue is attending to her beſt intereſts, her 
mind is impreſſed, her heart is affected with 
them, and to this it is owing that ſhe has 
neglected what you think is her duty; but for 
this reaſon you ought, at leaſt, to forgive her; 
nay, ſhe deſerves to be commended and imi- 
_ rated, From the example of this young per- 
ſon, and our Lord's commendation of her, 
let me offer a few. ferious and important 
truths to your confideration, my young friends. 
Her name is recorded, with honour in the 
book. of God, and will be handed” down to 
füture generations. And, if you imitate her 
example, your name alſo will be honoured in 
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the church—will be recorded among your 
poſterity—and not only fo, but your name ſhall 
be written in the Lamb's book of life for ever. 
Here let us conſider what was THE OBJECT 
OF HER CHOICE—her choice was RELIGION, 
the things that belonged to her ſpiritual in- 
tereſt and everlaſting welfare: ſhe was willing 
to embrace and improve every opportunity of 
increaſing her knowledge of religion, cheriſh- 
ing a pious diſpoſition, and improving, her 
mind in holineſs and goodneſs ; ſhe valued 
the ornaments of the mind more than thoſe of 
the body, and was principally coficerned to 
adorn herſelf with the graces of meekneſs, 
love, humility, and piety, to ſecure the favour 
of God and the happineſs of heaven; for this 
purpoſe ſhe loved to attend upon the diſ- 


courſes of Chriſt, to hear thoſe leſſons of 


divine and heavenly wiſdom which he taught, 
and received with humility, with reliſh, and 


delight, all the gracious words that came From 


A 


bis. lips. And from what we read of this 


agreeable. young perſon. in John xi. 1. in the 
account of her brother's ſickneſs, death, and: 
ee ſhe appears to have had a very. 

__ _ © amiable 
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amiable diſpoſition, great tenderneſs of temper, 
and an eminent degree of piety.—This is 
ſuppoſed to.be the ſame Mary who afterwards 
anointed our Lord with precious ointment ; 
and whoſe name he has, on that occaſion, 
marked with great and immortal honour. 
She, therefore, not only made religion her 
early choice and care, but ſhe grew and im- 
proved i in it, and became a perſon of eminent 
piety in a little time. There is no perſon of 
whom Chriſt has ſpoken with more honour.— 
Hence it appears that religion was the great 
object of this young perſon's choice—it was 
the great concern -of her mind, and the 
higheſt buſineſs of her life. 

And here, my young friends, let me engage 
your attention for a few minutes to THE wis- 
DOM OF HER CHOICE,;, and this appears from 
her chooſing THE oO PART, that which i is 
good by way of eminence, and, compared to 
which, nothing elſe could be ſo called.—It is 
certainly a wiſe conduct, and a proof of a 
good underſtanding, to.chooſe the beſt portion, 
and give it a preference to all other things. 


Now religion is certainly the beſt portion, and 
the 
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the higheſt good, becauſe it promotes the 
welfare of the higheſt and moſt valuable part 
of our natures—it is life to the ſoul—it en- 
riches and adorns the mind—it purifies the 
heart—it ſanctifies our natural paſſions and 
affections — it improves the underſtanding with 
the higheſt and beſt knowledge, the knowledge 
of God, and Chriſt, and holineſs, and heaven 
it will gain us the eſteem of the wiſeſt and beſt 
men—it will qualify us to fill up every ſtation 
in ſocial life with honour and advantage—it 
-will make us uſeful in the world, incline us 
to do good, and teach us how to do it. —A. 
pious youth or a pious young woman ſpread 
comfort and delight wherever they go, and 
are bleſſings in every ſtation of life. —Religion 
calms and ſuppreſſes all uneaſy and trouble- 
ſome paſſions— it fills the mind with peace, 
enriches it with the joys of devotion, with 
communion with God and heavenly hopes — 
it ſecures the favour and love of God, and 
will draw down his bleſſing upon us in every 
circumſtance. In ſhort, religion enriches 
every other comfort and enjoyment. Know- 
ledge, riches, power, and .health, without 

7 piety 
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piety and virtue, are vain and unprofitable 
things; but when in the poſſaſſion of a pious 
mind, and directed by religion, they are real 
comforts and happy means of uſefulneſs : on 
all theſe accounts Mary ſhewed great wiſdom 
in chuſing religion—it was the choice of a 
thinking, diſcerning mind, directed by found 
wiſdom and diſcretion. 

And her wiſdom further appears in this, 


that rr WAS THE GOOD PART WHICH SHOULD 


NOT BE TAKEN AWAY FROM HEN. She could 


not but ſe that many other things made a 


greater figure, and were more generally choſen, 
eſpecially by young perſons, like herſelf, in 


the genteel walk of life, ſuch as riches, 


honours, and the pleaſures and gaieties of the 
world; but then ſhe ſaw that all theſe were 
periſhable things ſome dying away of them- 
ſelves, others might be taken from her, or ſhe be 
fnatched from them bythe hand of Death; there 
was nothing certain, nothing ſatisfyirig in all 
theſe things: on this account ſhe preferred the 
favour of God, the pleafures of devotion, the 
purity of the mind, and the joys of heaven 
before them all. She knew theſe pleafures 

would 
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would attend her in health, viſit her in 
ſickneſs, ſupport her in poverty, and walk 
with her through the dark valley of the 
ſhadow of death itſelf: yea they would ac- 
company her into the preſence of God, and 
' fit her for the enjoyment of Chriſt, the com- 
pany. of angels, and the friendſhip of good 
and happy ſpirits made perfect for ever.— And 
in this point her wiſdom is evident - every 
one muſt commend her judgment and approve 
her choice: and what is more than all, sHe 
HAD THE APPROBATION OF CHRIST, he com- 
mended her choice - and this proves it to be a 
wiſe and good one. Mary, faith he, has choſen 
that good part which ſhall not be taken away from 
her: and you muſt allow the Son of God to 
be an infallible judge; he knows the value of » | 
thoſe immortal ſouls he came to redeem, he 
knows the importance of that religion which he 
came from heaven to teach—of that holineſs 
which he has recommended to us with ſo 
much labour and zeal. He came from 
heaven, and therefore he well knows the hap- 
pineſs of God's favour, and the glory and 
ſelicity which he will beſtow on the righteous 
in the heavenly world. His judgment is 


according 


1 MARY'S CHOICE OF 


according to truth—and the day is coming 
when he will judge the world, and then his 
judgment in all things ſhall be final and 
deciſive in the moſt abſolute degree: and then, 
my young friends, it will not matter what 
ignorant and fooliſh mortals may fay of us, 
though they ſhould condemn us, and call us 
fools and madmen it is by the judgment of 
God we muſt ſtand or fall—if he approves, 
commends, and accepts us, all will be weil. 
And now give me leave, my young friends, 
to apply theſe words of Chriſt, and what has 
been ſaid upon them, to you in particular 
it ſhould be your buſineſs to apply them to 
yourſelves—to conſider Chriſt as ſpeaking 
them in your hearing, and recommending the 
example of this wiſe, virtuous, and | pious 
young perſon to your imitation. —Let me 
beg of you to turn your thoughts upon 
your own hearts, and inquire WHAT 18 
YOUR CHOICE, AND HOW YOU ARE PURSUING 
rr? There are ſome perſons who ſeem to 
ſtand up, and fay aloud before God and all 
the world, .that they prefer the riches, honours, 


and pleaſures of this life, before every thing 
elſe, 
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elie; that they chooſe theſe: for their portion, 
and reſolve to purſue them; - that in. com- 
pariſon with theſe all the great things of God, 
and religion, and another world, are nothing; 
not worthy of their care or thought: 
but ſurely this is not, and I hope never 
will be, the caſe with any of you. Such a 
wretched choice may be made in youth, in 
health, in proſperity, and when the world 
ſmiles upon them; but ſuppoſe the world to 
frown, ſuppoſe them poor, or ſick, or dying, 
and in the full view of eternity then I am 


ſure their hearts will fail them, and they will 


think their choice a fooliſh one indeed.—1 
have attended many a dying bed, and always 
found them the greateſt cowards who, in 
health and proſperity, pretended to laugh 
at religion, or who put it off to ſickneſs or 
old age.—Some pretend to chooſe religion 
and God's favour for their happineſs, merely 
ro quiet their conſciences, crying peace, Peace, 
to themſelves, when there is no peace, becauſe 
they do not act ſuitable to this choice: they 
call on God with their mouths, and honour 


him with their lips; but their hearts are far 
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from him. Such perſons are not cheating 
God, for he cannot be deceived; nor cheating 
their fellow-creatures, for they can generally 
ſee through their hypocriſy ; but they are 
cheating their own ſouls, and going down to 
deſtruction with a lie in their right hand. I 
hope in God this will never be your caſe, 
Inquire then, as in the preſence of God, what 
choice you have hitherto made; be aſſured 
where your treaſure is, there will your hearts be 
alſo—and where your hearts are, there will 
your thoughts, your affections, your hopes, 
your deſires be. Where are theſe fixed? where 
do they moſt cheerfully, and freely, and 
habitually run? is' it on the world, on the 
changing periſhing world? or 1s it on religion, 
and on that good part which ſhall never be 
taken from you? The manner in which your 
conſcience anſwers this queſtion will determine 
whether you have choſen Mary's better part 
or not. And you cannot _ it too . 
. to you rſelves. 
"0 ye virgins, ye youths, let me engage 
you to join with this pious young Mary, to 
chooſe 
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chooſe a part which is ſo good in itſelf, which 
is the aue thing needful, which ſecures the peace 
and happineſs of your ſouls, the fayour of 
God and Chriſt here, and the glory of heaven 
hereafter—a portion which nothing can hinder 
you of, nothing deſtroy or take away from 
you for ever—which your own conſcience 
approves, which all good men approve, which 
Jeſus Chriſt approved while on earth, and 
which he will ſurely approve, and crown with 
glory and honour, when he comes as the 
Judge of all. I know you will be tempted to 
defer this choice, or to renounce this choice— 
the pleaſures of the world will tempt you to this 
the men of the world will tempt you to this 
Satan will tempt you to it—your own cor- 
rupt minds will ſometimes ſuggeſt inclinations 
that way; but look at young Mary, ſhe ſtood 
reſolved to hearken to none of theſe things. 
How great and good, how amiable, and wiſe, 
and noble, does ſhe appear firſt ſitting at the 
feet of Jeſus—afterwards expreſſing her faith 
in Chriſt's power, when her brother was dead 


—then openly anointing the head of Jeſus 
H 2 with 
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with rich perfume, in the face of his enemies. 
How great is her name in the ſcriptures— 
how great is her honour and reward in 
heaven. Stand reſolved then to hearken to 
none of theſe things—reſolution will do much 
to filence your tempters and baffle their de- 
ſigns: above all, God will help you; the 
grace of Chriſt ſhall be ſufficient for you, his 
ſtrength ſhall be made perfect in your weakneſs, 
and through him ye ſhall be more than con- 
querers,—What, renounce your choice, and 
turn again to folly--God forbid !—tell every 
one that hints ſuch thoughts to you, that 
God led you to this choice, that you feel 
comfort in it, that you know happineſs will 
reſult from it, and that you are determined, 
with God's help, to abide by it for ever. —Be 
entreated now to fit with humility and atten- 
tion at the feet of your pious parents or 
friends, at the feet of your teachers, at the 
feet of your miniſters. - This is a good be- 
ginning, and, through grace, it will lead you 
on to Mary's choice, to Mary's honour, and, 
finally, to Mary's crown. Amen. 
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HYMN. 


RESET with ſnares on every hand, 
In Life's uncertain path I ſtand: 

Saviour divine, diffuſe:thy.light, . 

To guide my doubtful footſteps right. 

Engage this roving treach!rous heart, 

To fix on Mary's better part; 

To ſcorn the trifles of a day 

For joys that none can take away. 


Then let the · wildeſt ſtorms ariſe, 
Let tempeſts mingle earth and ſxies; 
No fatal ſhipwreck ſhall I fear, 

But all my treaſures with me bear. 


If thou, my Jeſus, till be nigh, 
Cheerful I live, and joyful die: 
Secure, when mortal comforts flee, 

To find ten thouſand: worlds in Thee. 


ADDRESS V. 


YOUNG PEOPLE EXHORTED TO BE WISE, 
FROM THE JOY IT WILL GIVE THEIR 
PARENTS. 


— — — 


PROVERBS xxiii. 15. 


My jon, if thine heart be wiſe, my beart 
ſhall rejoice, even mine. 


(GG OD gave Solomon wiſdom above all the 
children of men ;—and one evidence of 

it was, that he took ſo much pains to pro- 
mote the wiſdom and happineſs of young 
people :—in order to this he tries various 
methods with them; he ſometimes warns 
and reproves them—ſometimes perſuades and: 
beſeeches them—and in the words I juſt read, 

he addreſſes them in the moſt affectionate 
manner, repreſenting how much joy it would 
give him to ſee them wiſe —Maxims. of this 
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kind he often repeats in the book of Proverbs; 
and he does it very feelingly.—And hence we 
may obſerve (as a foundation for my preſent 
addreſs to you, my young friends), that 17 
15 TAE ' ORBATEST -JOY' ro PIOUS PARENTS 
TO'$EB- THEIR CHILDREN WISE AND PIOUS. 
Thus the Apoſtle John fays, I have no greater 
joy than 't fo bear that: my — _ in 
n Nerd © Di N 
Let me juſt bonn o out to you WHEN YOUNG 
PERSONS MAY BE SAID TO HAVE WISE HEARTS, 
Wiſdom conſiſts in choofing right ends, and 
_ purſuing thoſe ends by proper means.—A 
wiſe heart is a heart well-inſtruCted, and taught 
to diſcern between good and evil, and fur- 
niſhed with the beſt principles; ; it is a pious 
heart that fears God, maintains. prayer, de- 
lights i in ſtudying the ſcriptures, and attending 
divine ordinances; it is a thoughtful, ſober 
heart that governs the appetites and paſſions, 
and acts agreeably, to the law of reaſon and 
conſcience; it is a heart obedient to parents 
and other ſuperiors, and benevolent and 


Fiendly to all; it is prudent and diſcreet— 
watchful 


* - 
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of the proper time and manner of {peaking 
and afting. So Solomon adds in the next 
verſe, yea, my ireins fhall rejoice when thy lips 
freak right things. It is an heart that is fixed 
and ſteady . reſolved for God and religion — 
and watchful againſt every temptation that 
might turn it aſide.— In ſhort, he fear \of the 
Lord, that is wiſdom; and to depart from evil, 
is underſtanding. - This is meant, my young | 
friends, by a wiſe heart. 
Let me now ſhew you WHY rr WILL QIVE 
SUCH JOY TO YOUR -PIOUS. PARENTS AND 
FRIENDS, IF YOUR HEARTS ARE THUS WISE,— 
And here [ beg « of you to conſider that, they 
will rejoice that THEY ARE NOT DISAPPOINTED 
IN You, in the pains they have taken with 
you, and the expectations they have enter- 
tained from you. Your parents were pleaſed 
with the health of your conſtitutions, and the 
dawn and progreſs of reaſon ; they looked 
upon you with great delight, and oſten faid, 
this ball comfort us concerning our wor ant 
the toil of our hantts. They cultivated your 
minds with care, diligence, and tenderneſs; 
| they 
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they reaſonably expected that this their cul- 
tivation ſnould anſwer their wiſhes, and that 
the fruits of wiſdom and righteouſneſs ſhould 
appear in you. When they do ſo, they rejoice 
that they have not laboured in vain, nor ſpent 
their ſtrength for nought. THEY REJOICE THAT 
THEIR CARES AND ANXIETIES ARE GREATLY 
LESSENED. Your parents have had many 
weighty cares concerning your health, and 
education, and diſpoſal in life; the concerns of 
a growing family have hung heavy upon their 
minds; but if you have wiſe hearts it will leſſen 
their burdens, they will be eaſy when you are 
out of their ſight—free, in a great meaſure, 
from their tormenting fears and ſuſpicions of 
your getting into bad company, and their 
hearing evil tidings of you. They will not be 
aſhamed of introducing you into ſuch com- 
pany as they chooſe and value, believing that 
you will know when to be ſilent, and when 
to ſpeak, and will only ſpeak right things. 
They will be eaſy when you are removed to 
a diſtance from them, from a perſuaſion that 
you fear God, and wal act as s under his eye, 

when 
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when you are out of the reach of theirs. When 
they ſee you ſick or languiſhing, or ſhould hear 
that you are ſo, it will be their comfort that 
there has been in you ſome good thing towards 
the Lord your God ; and that you are not en- 
tirely unprepared for death and eternity.— 
Your wiſdom will be the ſupport of their 
declining years, and will ſoften their dying 
beds. They will think nothing too much 
which they have done for you; and will 
cheerfully ſay with the good old Patriarch, I 

die; but God avill furely viſit you. | 
They will rejoice in your wildam, as IT 
WILL BE A SECURITY FOR YOUR GOOD BE- 
HAVIOUR TO THEM AND THE WORLD; they 
will reaſonably conclude, that you will always 
reverence their inſtructions, conſult their com- 
fort, and not deſpiſe them when they are old, 
They will conclude that, having been wiſe 
and dutiful children, you will make good 
huſbands and wives, parents, maſters, and 
miſtreſſes; that you will be loving relations, 
faithful friends, good neighbours, worthy 
citizens and contribute to the happineſs of 
your country and the world: that you will 
fill 
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fill up your places in the church, be the or- 
nament and ſupport of religion, and the 
comfort and joy of your miniſters—and train 
up your poſterity in the fear, love, and ſervice 
of God. 

Once more, rr GiVEs THEM THE MOST 
AGREEABLE HOPES OF YOUR HAPPINESS FOR 
BOTH WORLDS.—T hey defire your happineſs, 
and they know that nothing can ſecure it but 
true religion. If they are wiſe themſelves, they 
well know that wealth can never make you 
happy.—They rejoice to think that you will 
not barter the pleaſures of a good conſcience 
and the favour of God, for the wealth and 
honours of this world ;—they rejoice to think 
that you will find favour and good under- 
ſtanding in the fight of God and man.— 
Enjoy that peace which the world cannot give, 
and not be tempted. to rove abroad for plea- 
ſure, having it at home and within yourſelves. 
In reading, meditation, and prayer — in con- 
verſing with wiſe men, and the bleſſed God. 
IIt will afford them joy, even in death, to 
think they leave you walking in God's ways, 
and under the guidance and protection of the 

Almighty— 
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Almighty—they will look forward with rap- 
tures of joy to that better world, where they 
hope to meet you again, and ſee you ſtanding 
at Chriſt's right hand amongſt his ſervants, 
and to preſent you to God as tbe children 
whom he hath graciouſly given them, and to 
have their eternal happineſs / increaſed by 
ſharing it with you. And they will ſay with 
the Apoſtle, 20 hat is our hope, or joy, or crown 
of rejoicing ! are not even ye in the preſence of 
Feſus Chriſt at his coming! for ye are our glory 
and joy. Thus if your hearts are wiſe, your 
parents hearts will rejoice that they are not 
diſappointed in you—that their cares and 
anxieties are leſſened that you give ſuch 
ſecurity for your good behaviour to chem and 
to the world - and that they have ſuch hopes of 
your happineſs for both worlds. 
And now I beſeech you conſider now $TRONG 
A MOTIVE THIS SHOULD BE TO YOU TO BE 
wis E- to get and to keepwiſdom. You ſhould 
endeavour that they may thus rejoice in you, 
IN GRATITUDE TO THEM.—Children are com- 
manded (in 1 Timothy v. 4.) firſt to ſhew piety 
at home, and to requite their parents, for that 
is 
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5 $ood and acceptable to Ga. And Now Gah 
you tequite them better than by being wike 


auc good? their happinefs will be, inl 4 great 


meaſure; determined by your character and 
conduct. Conſider what great pains they 
took in nurſing, fearing, and providing for 
you; how many yrars were employed in this 
work Before you were capable of making any 
return: and ſhould you not make them the 
beft you ate able? Conſider what expence 
they have been at to maintain you—how often 
they have watched over you when you have 


been fick and languiſhing, and how many 
weariſome days and ſleepleſs nights they have 


had upon your account, and a thouſand anxi- 
eties which' none knew but themſelves. If 
they are pious parents, think what pains they 
have taken to have you inſtructed and taught 
to read; and have brought you td the houſe 
of God, and poured out prayers, and ſup< 
plications, and tears; oh your account: if 


| your parents have not done this, yet ſome of 
your friends, your teachers, your miniſters 


have. Now has not all this ſhewhi their love 


to you? how near you he to their hearts; and 
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the ſincerity, the tenderneſs, and depth of 
their concern for you. And what return 
do they deſire or expect for all this? only 
that you be wiſe —And is it nothing to 
you whether you be a joy or a grief to 
them? Would you not rather wiſh to appear 
amiable in their eyes, than in the eyes of all 
the world beſides? What excited them to all 
this was the hope that you would be wiſe; 
and will you diſappoint them herein ? you 
muſt in that caſe be utterly deſtitute of all 
gratitude and ingenuity.—That celebrated 
divine, Mr. Hooker, uſed often to fay, © he 
ce loved his mother ſo dearly, that he would 
ce endeavour to be good for her ſake, as much 
cc as for his own.” Let me add, that another 
motive ſhould be a REGARD TO YOUR OWN 
INTEREST AND HAPPINESS. — F thou be wiſe, 
ſays Solomon, thou wilt be wiſe for thyſelf; it 
will be for your own benefit; it will give you 
the higheſt ſatisfaction that you hghtened their 
burdens, and requited their care and anxiety. 
What gives them joy will give you joy too. 
And if you can at once make them happy 


and yourſelves alſo, how monſtrous muſt it 
be 
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be not to attempt it.— Let me remind you, 
that you may live to be parents yourſelves; 
and if your hearts be wiſe, you will be 
qualified to inſtruct your children and then 
you may hope they will grow up to be 
comforts to you, and ſupports of your old 
age. But who can expect comfort from their 
children in the decline of life, who never ad- 
miniſtered any to their parents? Conſider 
likewiſe that, before you can be parents, you 
MAY BE SUMMONED TO THE BAR OF GOD, 
and he himſelf may avenge the injury you 
have done to your parents: on the other hand, 
if you rejoice the heart of your parents, vou 
MAY REASONABLY EXPECT HIS FAVOUR 
AND BLESSING, —God hath exhorted you to 
honour your father and mother; and com- 

manded in his law, that the child who curſed 
his parents, or even railed againſt them, ſhould 
be put to death. To honour and comfort your 
parents is ſo important a duty, that God will 
bountifully reward thoſe that practiſe it.— 
What rejoices the hearts of your pious 
parents, will pleaſe God your heavenly 
Father, And you will certainly find that 
NY 3K godlineſs 
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godlinefs is prafiteble unto all things, having 
Promiſe of the life that now is, and of that 
which ig to come. Conſider the force of theſe 
arguments, and then ſay, whether you ought 
not to be wiſe and holy out of gratitude to 
your parents, and from a regard to your own 
intereſt and happineſs. 

From what I have been ſaying to you, it 
appears that fooliſh, obſtinate young people 
haye great reaſon to be humbled and aſhamed; 
and I am afraid I am ſpeaking to ſome ſuch, 
who are forgetful of God, and negligent about 
their own ſouls; who live without ſerious 
prayer—forſake the inſtructions of their fathers, 
and will not hear the advice of their mothers; 
but are often diſobedient and rebelligus, and 
companious of fogls. I look with pity upon ſuch, 
ang have very little hopes of ſucceeding in any 
application to them. Hut let me remind you, 
young lingers, that YOUR CASE Is DEPLORABLE 
AND HAZARDOUS: ft parents, or teachers, 
or reſigigus friends, are mMeprning over you 
in ſecret—lamenting before God your folly 
and guilt, and entreating the pity and prayers 
of their friends on your account. And is this 


your 
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your return for all their care and tenderneſs— 


to be as a ſword in their bowels: do you thus 
requite your parents and teachers ?—0O fool 5 
children and unwiſe ! 

Let it have ſome weight with you to think 
that WHILE YOU ARE GRIEVING THEM, YOU 


ARE OFFENDING' GoD—While you are rebel- 
ling againſt their authority, you are rebelling 


againſt his—and while you are deſtroying 


their comfort, you are deſtroying your own 


ſouls. —Y ou may now think it is your wiſdom 


to throw off the reſtraints of religion and 
family government, and to be fond of com- 


panions who will laugh at any ſcruple of 
conſcience that remains in you, and perſuade 
you to deſpiſe what the old people ſay; but 
you will mourn at the laſt, and be glad of 
their pity and prayers when you cannot have 
them. The day is coming when God will 
wipe away from your parents eyes all the tears 
they have ſhed over you, and. charge to your 
account all the ſorrows and anguiſh you have 
brought upon them ; then they will be com- 


forted, and you will be tormented your folly 
E n 
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and iniquity will be expoſed to the whole 
world, of angels and of men, and you will 
be caſt down into hell. To- day, therefore, 
while it is called to-day, hear their voice, and 
the voice of God ſpeaking by them, and con- 
ſider your ways; and may God be merciful 
to you, and puck you. as brands out of the 
burning. 

But I will turn from you to, thoſe. wiſe and 
pious youths WHO: ARE DESIROUS. TO, REJOICE, 
THE. HEARTS OF THEIR, PARENTS.—Ye wor- 
thy youths, perſevere and endeavour daily to 
grow. wiſer and better. I hope I am ad- 
dreſſing, ſome. ſuch — and what thanks can we 
render to God for ſuch a hope; yea, what 
thanks ſhall, we render to you, for the pains. 
you have taken to become wiſe, and for all 
the ſatisfaction we have in any of you. Let 
me entreat you ſo to \ proceed and behaye, that 
our joy may, be full. If you are wiſe, you will 
be ſenſible that, fuch an exhortation is needful. 
—We have had the grief to. ſee ſome that 
were once promiſing and hopeful, returning 
to folly—o our pleaſing expectations have been 
diſappointed, and our Hbours for them in 
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vain ;-—may it never be the caſe with you: 
let not your goodneſs be as the morning 
cloud and as the eaxly dew, that ſoon paſſeth 
away. Remember how much room there is. 
for you to-increaſe in wiſdom, and apply your 


minds cloſely to it.— Conceit is the ruin of _ | 


more hopeful: youths than any thing elſe, 
Conſider by what means. you are likely to 
grow wiſer, and uſe thoſe means diligently ; 
the one is THE-DATLY READING AND STUDY 
or ThE SCRIPTURES, which are able to male 
you wiſe: unto ſalvation: another is Dax 
SERIOUS PRAYER, that God would give you 
wiſe and underſtanding hearts, and preſerve 
you from the vices and the follies of the 
world: another is CONSTANT- WATCHFUENESS: 
over your own hearts, to keep your conſcience | 
tender, and prevent the entrance of fin: 
another is OD COMPANY- AND ACQUAIN= 
TANCES—they that walk with wiſe men ſhall” 
be wiſe; but a companion of fools ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed. Remember every new year, and 
place, and ſtation, has its new and peculiar 
ſnares; be upon your guard againſt them, 
and 
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and aſt wiſdom of God, who piveth to all 
liberally, and upbraideth not. | 

Let me exhort you likewiſe to guard againſt 
a fondneſs for diverſion and amuſements, 


eſpecially thoſe that are faſhionable—by theſe 
you will contract a levity of temper—your 
ſouls will be drawn down to ſenſe, and indiſ- 
poſed for communion with God and rational 
and divine pleaſures. Watch alſo againſt an 
imprudent and indiſcreet conduct; put a guard 
upon your lips, and let your mouth - ſpeak 
right things. To excite you to this care and 
watchfulneſs, let me once more remind you 
how much the comfort of your parents and 
friends depends upon your behaviour: — I re- 
member Plutarch ſays, „It is wicked and 
ce ungodly for children, not only to grieve 
« their parents, but not always to be ſaying 
cc or doing — that will gladden their 
cc hearts.” 

To conclude, my dear young friends, 
your parents cannot rejoice more than we 
your teachers and friends ſhall do, if your 
hearts are wiſe. It is impoſſible to expreſs 
our joy, when we hear that you act wiſely; or 


our grief, when we hear evil tidings of you. : 
| I 
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If you think then that we deſerve any thing 
at your hands, you know how to ſhew it: if 
there be therefore any conſolation in Chriſt, if 
any comfort of love, if any fellowſpip of the 
ſpirit, if any bowels and mercies, fulfil ye our 
joy, that ye may be harmleſs and blameleſs, the 
children of God without rebuke, in the midſt of 
a crooked and perverſe generation. 


HYMN. 


GEE the fair ſtructure Wiſdom rears, 
Her meſſengers attend ; 
And, charm'd by her perſuaſive voice, 
To her your footſteps bend. 


«« Hear me, ye ſimple ones,” ſhe cries, 
* And lapgyiſh to eternal death 
In her dateſted way. 


Enter my hoſpitable gate, 
And all my banquet ſhare; 

For heav'ny wine ſurrounds my hoard, 
« And angels food is there. 


« Freely of ev'ry dainty taſte, 
. « Taſte, and for ever live; 
And mingle with theſe joys, the hopes 
4 Of all a God can give.“ 


ADDRESS 


ADDRESS VI. 


EARLY PIETY RECOMMENDED, FROM THE 
TENDER CONCERN OF MINISTERS FOR 
THE RISING GENERATION. 


GALATIONS iv. 19. 


My little children, of whom 1 travail in birth 
again until Chriſt be formed in you. 


URING the abſence of Paul, the Ga- 
lations fell into many errors, both in 
principles and practice, which gives the 
Apoſtle reaſon to ſay in the beginning of this 
epiſtle, bat ſome were removed from bim that 
had called them, into another goſpel, into ſen- 
timents very different from what he had taught 
them.—And in the third chapter he thus ad- 
dreſſes them, O fooliſh Galations, who hath 
bewitched you, that you ſhould not obey the 
truth? Their preſent circumſtances obliged 
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him to ſpeak thus freely, and even ſeverely: 
but he tells them, he deſired to change his 
voice, and ſpeak to them in a different 
manner; and in the text he does change it 


into the moſt tender, the moſt affectionate 


ſtrains — into language which every faithful 
miniſter would wiſh to uſe, eſpecially when 
addreſſing the younger part of his congre- 
gation.— My little children, ſays he, of whom 
T travail in birth again until Chriſt be formed 
in you :—whether the words, my /ittle children, 
refer to the age of the perſons, or to the af- 
fection the Apoſtle bore them, is but of little 
conſequence. In both ſenſes, the Chriſtian 
miniſter may uſe the expreſſion, when ad- 
dreſſing the young people of his charge. 


We aſſure you we have a great affection 


for you; we long to do you good, td find a 
way to the ſofter paſſions of your ſouls, and 


tell you, my little children, in the moſt tender 


and affectionate manner, how deeply we are 
concerned for your eternal intereſt, and how 
we travail in birth again till Chriſt be formed 
in you. 


, Let 


to4 EAA Pit 

Let me explain to you the meaning of tfieſe 
words, enR Hr roxMtD in you. —By the wofd 
eHRrISe, is not meant the perſon of Chit, 
nor directly the fpitit of Chtiſt ; but it moſt 
ſtrictiy and evidently means the iu AoE and 
TEMPER of Chtift: and this muſt * IN You. 
Ie is not enough to profeſs to wear this wage, 
nor merely to put on the outward ſhew of this 
temper; but the image of Chi muſt be 
drawn veon your RrAR Ts. Tot mind 
muſt be delivered into the mould of the goſpet; 
and the text intimates, that this is a RAD 
worK—as an infant is gradually formed in 
the womb;—The beginning of real religion, 
or the Chriſtian ſpirit and temper, is often 
very ſmall; but it grows under the culture of 
the word and ordinances, meditation, faith, 


and prayer till every grace is formed, every 


virtue ſtrengthened, and it is brought forth 2 
child of God : after this it is STILL PROGRES- 


sry·.—80 another Apoſtle addreſſes ſome as 


dubes in Chriſt, ſome as young men, and ſome 
as fathers. — The expreſſion of Chrif formed 
in you, may be illuſtrated by the Apoſtle's 


own words (Colgſſians i. 27.), Chriſt in you 


the 
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"the hope of glory; that is, che ſpirit of Chriſt 
and all its fruits. The: temper and image of 
Chriſt is in all chriſtians, and is the ſolid 
foundation on which their hope of glory is 
built. — Thus the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the 
change that was made in his own heart, 
(Gal. ii. 20.) ſays, I live; yet not I, but © 
Cbriſt liveth in me; which refers to a conti- 
nued holy temper and liſe, ſupported by the 
promiſes. and ſpirit of Chriſt, confirmed by 
his covenant, and directed to his glory. The 
ſpirit of Chriſt diſciplines the chriſtian's heart, 
makes him like his Lord, and has a powerful 
influence to regulate every action and thought 
according to his precepts and example. And 
hence it is, that he that is joined to the Lord by 
faith, is ſaid to be one ſpirit with him: they 
have the ſame principle of love to God and 
love to man prevalling in their heart as Chriſt 
had'; thay have the ſame views of the evil of 
ſin, of the vanity of the world, and the im- 
portance of eternal things; they mutually love 
and hate the ſame things; in ſhort, as the 
Apoſtle wiſhes, the ſame mind is in them which 


Was 
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was alſo in Chriſt Feſus.—Theſe things in the 
beginning are feeble, weak, and imperfe&, 
but they defire the fincere milk of the word, 
that they may grow thereby; having ſuch a 
perfect pattern as Chriſt always before their 
eyes, they ſee more of the imperfection of 
their love and obedience than any other per- 
ſons in the world, and are ever ready to con- 
feſs, with grief and ſhame, that they have not 
already attained, nor are already perfect; yea, 
that they are unprofitable ſervants, and that it 
is of the Lord's mercy that they are not conſumed. 
They ſeek pardon and juſtification not as the 
Galatians did, by the works of the Law, but 
by faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; and they cordially ac- 
knowledge that by grace they are ſaved, through 
faith, and that not of themſelves, it is the gift 
of God. —Thus they are clothed with humility, 
they reſt their hope of ſalvation on Chriſt 
alone ; nevertheleſs they deſire, and pray, and 
endeavour to be in the world as Chriſt was in 
the world, and to walk as be walked. They 

ſee and admire his wiſdom and prudence— 
his meekneſs, humility, and patience—his de- 

| votion, 
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votion, love, and zeal; and long to put on 
Chrift—to have all theſe things in them, and 
abound more and more. This is the chriſtian 
temper, this is to have Chriſt formed in the 
foul, this is the great thing we wiſh for you, 
our young friends—and for this, we even 
travail in birth again — feel the utmoſt anxiety 

that Chriſt may be thus formed in your ſouls. 
Let me now lay before you a few of thoſe 
reaſons, why we ſo earneſtly wiſh that this 
may be the caſe with you :—and we defire it 
(in the firſt place), becauſe unleſs it is ſo, 
YOU WILL BE VERY UNHAPPY CREATURES 
HERE AND FOR EVER. Hear and conſider 
theſe awful words of St. Paul (2 Cor. xiii. 5.) 
know ye not how that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, 
except ye be reprobates ? perſons diſapproved 
and rejected of God. And what a dreadful 
thing would this be. —If ye have not the ſpirit 
of Chriſt, ye are none of his. Whoſe then 
mult ye be? —dreadful alternative He are of 
your father, the devil, if you do his works.-—If 
Chriſt be not in you, if you have not his 
temper and ſpirit, you are under the power 
and influence of corrupt paſſions and de- 
K 2 praved 
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praved principles, which will probably lead 
you on to all exceſs of riot and wickedneſs ; 
or, if you are under ſome reſtraint at preſent, 
which keeps you from being openly wicked, 
yet an inward conſciouſneſs that you neither 
fear nor love God, that you neither honour 
nor obey Chriſt, and that your heart is averſe 
to holy duties, and prone continually to all 
evil; this, I fay, if you do not violently 
overbear the voice of conſcience, will diſquiet 
and grievouſly torment you in this world; 
and, in a little time, ' Death will remove you 
to the abodes of miſery in another world, 
where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched. —Being fally perſuaded that this will 
be the caſe with every one who has not Chriſt 
formed in them, we cannot but earneſtly wiſh 
that they may Eſcape this maſery, whether 
young or old, whether we know them or 
know therm not; but we are particularly con- 
cerned for vou WIH WHOM WE ARE Ac- 
QUAINTED :—if any temporal calamity befals 
you, we feel more for you than we do for 
STRANGERS, If you meet with accidents or 
loſſes, or lie under ſickneſs or pain, if it be 

but 
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but for a few days, we feel for you, and wiſh 
to remove your burdens ; but as your ſouls 
are infinitely more precious in themſelves, fo 
we hope they are more precious in our eſteem 
than any temporal concern—the loſs of them 
can never be repaired. Our moſt anxious 
concern is, that they may be ſaved from 
eternal ruin.—We enjoy your friendſhip, you 
treat us with reſpect; we ſtudy, and preach, 
and pray for you, and you attend our miniſ- 
trations; theſe things form a very intimate 
connection between us. And can we after 
this, be unconcerned for you? Can we fee, 
or only fear, that any of you are going on in 
the broad way that leads to death, and not be 
affected by it? Do we ſee you miſpending 
your ſabbaths, keeping bad company, neg- 
lecting your bible, unaffected with our ad- 
monitions, and rejecting the counſel of God 
againſt yourſelves? And do we expect one 
day to be called to witneſs againſt you at the 
bar of God, and to teſtify that we have called, 
but ye have refuſed to hear and obey ?—The 
moſt diſtant apprehenſion that ſuch a ſcene as 
| K 3 ng 
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chis may poſſibly take place between any of 
you and us, who are your miniſters and 
friends, muſt give inexpreſſible pain to a 
tender mind. Only to ſuſpect that this may 
be the caſe is very ſhocking. But unleſs Chriſt 
be formed in you, we certainly know that it 
will be the caſe—therefore are we ſo anxiouſly 
concerned for you, ſo affectionately addreſs 
you, and even travail in birth agam till Chriſt 
is formed in your ſouls. And we do this 
(ſecondly) BzcausE WE KNOW THAT NOTHING 
ELSE WILL DO INSTEAD or THIs,—Perhaps 
you are children of pious parents ; but this 
will not fave you without Criſt is formed in 
your ſouls, —Perhaps you have been well in- 
ſtructed, and know more than others; but 
this will not ſave you without a ſanctified 
heart, it will only aggravate your guilt and 
condemnation: for if you know your Lord's will, 
and do it not, then ſhall ye be beaten with many 
ſtripes. —Perhaps ſome of you go farther than 
this, and attend the outward forms of religion, 
avoid bad company, bad. words,. and places 
of ill report. It may be you can talk about 
religion, and often ſay your prayers; but even 
this, 


— —— ——— —— — 
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this, without the temper of Chriſt, will not 
fave y6us Have you not heard of thoſe who 
call upon God with their mouths, aud bineur 
him with their lips, while their bearts are fat 
from him, —You may have had convictions 
of conſcience, and fears of everlaſting miſery; 
or impreſſions of joy and pleafure—and have 
heard the word gladly; but this will not ſave 
you, without the temper of Chriſt: for many 
receive the word with jey, and promiſe great 
things; but having no root in themſebves, no 
inward, real, and fixed principle of piety and 
love to God and Chriſt, they ſoon wither and 
die away, —And, therefore, though we are 
glad of any appearance of religion which we 
ſee in you, and rejoice in your regular at- 
tendance on our inſtructions, and in every 
thing amiable in your temper and conduct, 
yet we cannot reſt ſatisfied with theſe things 
only ; but travail in birth again till Chrift be 
formed in your ſouls. | 

We are (thirdly). peculiarly concerned for 
you, becauſe WX KNOW YOU ARE IN GREAT 
DANGER OF NEGLECTING CHRIST AND RE- 


Licion,—We know the danger anſing from 


a COr- 
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a corrupt heart and depraved diſpoſitions. 
We know that childhood and youth are ge- 
nerally devoted to vanity ; we ſee a certain 
levity of mind in young people, which often 
prevents the good effect of religious inſtruc- 
tions. We are ſenſible of the many evil 
examples you are ſurrounded with, and what 
a ſad influence theſe are likely to have upon 
you. We know your averſion to be thought 
ſingular and preciſe; how preſent things ſtrike 
your mind, and how apt you are to reckon 
upon many future years, in which you may 
have time enough to attend to your ſouls and 
another world. We ſee you ſurrounded with 
ſnares, and-dangers, and temptations, The 
hearts of parents and of miniſters almoſt 
tremble to think on what a ſtormy ſea you 
are entered, and of the rocks on which you 
may ſplit. We are often, therefore, in the 
greateſt anxiety that. Chriſt may be formed in 
you, and that you may have a ſafe pilot to 
ſteer you into the haven of eternal reſt and 
peace. 

And we know (fourthly) that vourn 18 4 


TIME WHEN THIS GREAT BUSINESS Is FRE- 
| QUENTLY 
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QUENTLY DONE;— Some indeed are called at 
tlie eleventh hou. — and one thief found mercy 
upon a croſs; but it is only like one in a 
thouſand, to keep the hurnble penitent from 
deſpair.—Y outh is generally the time when 
Chriſt is formed in the ſoul; and we earneſtly 
wiſh it may be the cafe with you, for if it be 
not done now, we fear it never will be done: 
we ſee your life to be as uncortain as a vapour, 
as the flower of | the field it flouriſheth; but 
mme wind paſſeth over it, and of is gone. But 

if it ſhould be continued, we know: the longer 
you neglect religion, the more evil habits will 
be ſtrengthened, and the world will get faſter 
hold of you; and that in all probability you 
will live without Chriſt all your days —and at 
length die as a fool dieth, without God and 
without hope. —That text which you find in 
Prov. Xxix. 1. gives us many an aching 
heart, when we look on thoſe of you whom 
we have { often exhorted in vain: he that 
being often reproved, hardenath his neck, ſpall 
ſuddenly be daftr oyed, and that without remedy. 

Further, we earneftly wiſh (fifthly) that 
Chri/t may be formed in your fouls, becauſe 17 


WOULD 
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WOULD BE ATTENDED WITH MANY PECULIAR 
ADVANTAGES TO YOURSELVES.—The work 
will be eaſier done now than in future years— 
a prodigious number of ſins may, by this 
means, be prevented. You will find more 
warmth and pleaſure in religion in younger 
years, than in any other period of life ; you 
will, by this means, be able to make greater 
improvement in knowledge and piety ; you 
will be able to do more ſervice for God, and 
Chriſt, and your fellow creatures; if you live 
to gray hairs, they will be a crown of glory to 
you, being found in the ways of righteouſneſs. 
And you will, by this means, be prepared for 
greater glory and happineſs beyond the grave; 
you will ſhine, not only as the ſtars, but as 
the ſun in the kingdom of yur heavenly 
Father. 

(Sixthly) Moch or THE COMFORT AND 
HAPPINESS OF YOUR PARENTS AND MINISTERS 
DEPEND ON THIS, It will rejoice their hearts 
to think that you will experience, with them, 
the pleaſures of a religious life, and have 
before you the proſpe& of a happy immor- 
tality. They will converſe with you with 

peculiar 
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peculiar pleaſure, when they know that you 
are going with them to the ſame heavenly 
home. It will enliven their family and ſocial 
worſhip, when they know that your hearts 
are engaged with them in theſe devout ex- 
erciſes. And when they have reaſon to believe 
you are retired to your cloſets, it will delight 
them to think (as an excellent writer expreſſes 
it), © now is my child with his heavenly 
« Father, he is converſing with his God, and 
« preparing his ſoul for the buſineſs and 
« blefledneſs of heaven; now I hope God is 
« ſmiling upon him, and teaching him, by 
ee his own happy experience, what I have fo 
ce often told him, that the ways of religion 
« are pleaſantneſs, and all its paths peace.” — 
They will view you through life with plea- 
ſure, as bearing not only their own, but their 
Saviour's image. When they are dying, it 
will comfort them to think you will fill their 
places in the world and church; or if they 
ſhould follow you to the grave, they will not 
mourn over you as they that have no hope; 
but will rejoice to think you are ſafe landed 
on the ſhore of a happy unmortality. Thus, 

living 
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living or dying, you will be the joy andi com- 
fort of your parents and miniſters. 

Once more (ſcvanthy) WB, DEIRE - THIS 
THAT YOU, MAY AR TRR NAME, OF CHRIST 
AND HIS. CAUSE /TQ;FUTURE GENSRATIQNS.o— 
The preſcat. race of holy men will ſoon. go off 
the ſtage of life, and you, are to ſucceed them; 
and what, wall ye ſucceed them in their names, 
or buſineſs, or fortunes, and not ſucceed them 
in their religion, not imitate them in their 
zeal, their piety, devotion, and love? God 
forbid! Tibey have taught you the way. of the 
Lord, and travailed in birth, again till Chrift 
be formed in you; and ſhall theſe generous la- 
bours, ſhall this god-hke concern die with 
them? O my young friends, let it not be fo. 
id Jeſus become incarnate: to teach. you 
theſe things did he die on the crois to eſtab- 
liſh the truth, and make atonement for fn, 
and procure your falyation—did ſo many con- 
feſſors and martyrs ſeal that truth with their 
blood did your anceſtors ſo nobly and, cour- 
ageouſly defend it—did your miniſters ſo 
earneſtly and conſtantly inſtruct you, in theſe 
things—and will you give up the cauſe, and 

let 
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let it die in your hatids ?—Shall you be the 
perſons in whom the efitail of religion ſhall be 
cut off it! your houſes, and in the churches to 
which you belong ?—and who will do what 
lies in your power not only to mutder your . 
own ſouls, but to break the hearts of pious 
parents, fruſtrate the labours of miniſters, 
and bring back the world to heatheniſh dark- 
neſs? Moſt merciful God forbid it !—Yet 
this may be the caſe, if Chrift is not formed 
in your ſouls, On the other hand, if he is 
formed there, you will ſtand up as witneſſes 
for God in the world, you will maintain his 
cauſe, and declare, bis righteouſneſs to a gene- 
ration that ſhall hereafter be born. But if he 
is not formed there, we can expect none of 
theſe things ; religion will die with us, and we 
ſhall go down with ſerrow to the grave. — 
Theſe; my dear children, are ſome of the rea- 
ſons, why we ſo carneſtly wiſh that Chri/ 
may be formed in your ſeuls : —and are they not 
enough to vindicate ouRx concern, and to 
awaken your's? Do not your hearts now 
glow with deſire that Chriſt may be formed in 


you O cheriſh that deſire, ſpread it daily 
L before 
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before God in humble earneſt prayer. If ye 
ſeek me early, ſaith God, ye ſhall find me, Ye 
ſhall win Chriſt, and be found in him, and 
he ſhall be formed in your ſouls. —Then 
ſhall your own ſouls rejoice, and parents and 
miniſters, and good men and angels, ſhall 
partake of your joy. Yea, God himſelf ſhall 
rejoice over you with joy, and reſt in bis love, 
and joy over you with ſinging ; ſaying, this my 
ſon was dead, but is alive again; was loſt, but 
is found, Amen. 


HY MN, 


BEST Jeſus bow thine ear, 
While we entreat thy love; 
O come, and all our hearts poſſeſs, 
And our belt paſſions 'move. 


May we ſtand faſt in Thee, 
'Tho? ſtorms and tempeſt beat; 

And in thy guardian arms obtain 
A calm and ſafe retreat. 


Still be thy truth maintain'd, 
And {till thy word obey'd ; 
And, to the merits of thy blood, 

A conſtant homage paid. 


So ſhall thy ſhepherds live, 
And raiſe their cheerful head; 
And, in ſuch bleſſings on their flock, 
Confeſs their toils repaid, 


ADDRESS 


ADDRESS MI. 


A PRESENT ATTENTION TO RELIGION 


URGED UPON YOUTH, FROM A VIEW OF 


ITS FUTURE DIFFICULTIES, 


JEREMIAH Xii. $5. 


If thou haſt run with the footmen, and they 
have wearied thee, then how canſt thou con- 


tend with horſes 2. 


N the former chapter we find that the men 
of Anathoth, a prieſt's city, had con- 
ſpired to take away the prophet's life ; this 
diſcouraged him, and made him unwilling to 
go on with his work. In the beginning of 


this chapter, he complains of the proſperity of 


the wicked, and the delay of God's judgments 
upon them. In the text, God reproves him 
for being diſcouraged by the few difficulties he 
had met with already, ſaying, if thou haſt run 
with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, 

L 2 then 
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then how canſt thou contend with horſes ? —if 
thou canſt not bear the oppoſition of thy 
townſmen and neighbours, how wilt thou bear 
to ſtand before the king, and the great men 
of Jeruſalem, to be put into the dungeon, and 
otherwiſe ill treated ? Now the leading 
thought contained in theſe words, is this that 
if a man cannot overcome leſſer difficulties, 
and bear lefler inconveniences, he will be un- 
likely and unfit to bear and overcome greater. 
There are but few- that are ſo ſtupid and 
thoughtleſs,. but are convinced of -the impor- 
tance and neceſſity of being religious, and re- 
ſolve ſometime or other to apply their minds 


to it; but the ruin of the greater part of man- 
Eind is deferring it. —Young perſons are apt 


to put off the buſineſs of religion till hereafter, 
from an apprehenſion that it is attended with 
great difficulty and ſelf-denial, and will inter- 
rupt the pleaſures they are fond of. My bu- 
ſineſs therefore will be to ſhew you, that 
allowing religion has ſuch difficulties, and 
requires ſuch ſelf-denial as you imagine, yet 
theſe difficulties are every day increaſing, and 
the longer you defer it, the greater mortifica- 

| ney tion 
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tion and ſelf-denial it will require to become 
religious. So that if perſons will not be 
thoroughly religious while they are young, it 
is not to be expected that they will be fo after- 
wards :—this is the doctrine I mean to inſiſt 
upon now; and let me put this doctrine in 
the form of familiar queſtions, to correſpond 
with the language of the text; and I hope, 
my young friends, you will put them cloſe to 
your own hearts as in the ſight of God. 
(Firſt), Ir you WILL NOT BE THOROUGHLY 
RELIGIOUS WHILE CONSCIENCE 18s TENDER, 
HOW WILL YOU BECOME so WHEN IT IS HAR- 
DENED ?—In all mankind there 1s a general 
ſenſe of the nature and difference of good 
and evil. In young perfons who have en- 
joyed many opportunities of knowing God 
and their duty, there is a dread of fin, and 
they are not eaſily brought to endure it ; 
the mind is then ſoft and pliable, capable of 
receiving any admonitions, and eafily melted: 
the conſcience is then tender, it gives the 
youth a check when he neglects his duty, or 
approaches or hearkens to that which is evil; 


and he can ſcarce help paying ſome grateful 
. acknow- 
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acknowledgment to that Being who has given 
him. life, breath, and all things. But by 
neglecting to cultivate the mind, and acting 
agreeable to the dictates of conſcience, he 
becomes leſs ſenſible of gratitude and duty, 
and feels leſs dread of that which is evil. By 
degrees he gets a habit of overbearing his 
conſcience, deſpiſing its remonſtrances, and 
trifling with ſacred things. He feels leſs 
remorſe when he has done evil, he becomes 
leſs capable of receiving good impreſſions, 
his conſcience grows ſeared and callous, and 
he becomes hardened by the deceitfulneſs of 
fin; fo that it is almoſt impoſlible to convince 
him of its malignity, to awaken his fears, or 
impreſs his heart with any ſerious concern 
about his ſalvation ; and having ſo long ſhut 
his eyes and ſtopped his ears, it is next to 
impoſſible that he ſhould be converted and 
healed. 

(Secondly), Ir vou wiLL Nor BE Tho- 
ROUGHLY RELIGIOUS WHILE THE AFFECTIONS 
ARE WARM AND LIVELY, HOW. WILL YOU 
BECOME SO WHEN THEY GROW WEAK AND. 


DULL ?—There is a warmth and. ſtrength, of 
affection 
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affection peculiar to youth, which is capable 
of being improved to the nobleſt purpoſes of 
religion — while reaſon is the pilot that ſteers 
their courſe, the affections are the ſails that 
mave them forward. God has for wile pur- 
poſes implanted. in us the affections of love, 
and joy, hope, and frar; and where theſe are 
engaged on the ſide of religion, they greatly 
contribute to our progreſs and improvement 
in it. The affections grow weaker in the 
advance of liſe, and therefore religjon cannot 
then be purſued with equal advantage. Where 
young minds receive and cheriſn religious 
cerned. about eee they proceed i in the 
way with vigour and activity; they taſte more 
pleaſure in religious exerciſes, and this is an 
inducement to them to abound in them: their 
devotion is lively, their love feryent, their 
obedience cheerful, and their attainments will 
be great and eminent. But if they loſe this 
precious ſeaſon, and defer religion till their 
affections grow cool, they will have leſs in- 
clination to purſuè it, their adyancement he 
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be flow, and, conſequently, their comforts 
will be fewer, and their hopes weaker. 

Again (thirdly), Ir you WILL xor BE 
THOROUGHLY RELIGIOUS BEFORE HABITS OF 
VICE ARE CONTRACTED, HOW WILL YOU BE- 
COME SO WHEN THEY ARE GROWN STRONGER ? 
Frequently repeated acts produce a habit, and 
every one knows how difficult it is to correct 
and alter a bad habit. —If you have taken a 
wrong ſtep or two, it is now, comparatively, 
eaſy to return to the paths of wiſdom and 
righteouſneſs ; but the further you go on in 
the ways of fin, the more difficult you will 
find it to return—you will ſoon come to love 
ſin, to excuſe for it, to varniſh it over: or if 
you wiſh to repent, it will be more difficult, 
becauſe you will have more fins to review 
and lament—and the ſhame and confuſion of 
doing it will make you averſe to return; if 
you are diſpoſed to it, your old habits will 
draw you back and baffle your beſt reſolutions, 
If you cannot conquer evil inclinations 
now, how will you conquer them when they 
have been cheriſhed and indulged? If you 
cannot ſubdue irregular paſſions now, how 

will 


TO RELIGION, 125 


will you do it when they become habitual, 
are all ſtrengthened by gratification, and Satan 
has made your fetters ſtrong? If you indulge 
an inordinate love of pleaſure in youth, the 
love of it will {till adhere to you; and though 
the object ſhould be changed, the inclination 
will be ſtronger and ſelf-denial more difficult. 
Hear what the Prophet faith : can the Etbi- 
opian change his ſkin, or the leopard his ſpots ? 
then. may ye alſo do good, that are accuſtomed te 
40 evil. 

{(Fourthly), Ir vou wiLL NOT BE Tho- 
ROUGHLY RELIGIOUS WHILE YOU HAVE FEW 
OR NO BAD CONNECTIONS, HOW WILL YOU 
BECOME $0 WHEN THEY ARE MULTIPLIED 
AND. STRENGTHENED ?—The ſociability of 
youth leads them to form acquaintances with 
thoſe of their own age and ſtanding, and they 
are influenced by the humour and vivacity of 
ſome { prightly youths to aſſociate. with them, 
than which nothing is more fatal to the in- 
tereſt of religion | in their ſouls, Now if you 
will not avoid ſuch company, how will you 
retreat if you are linked in amongſt them? If 


you-cannot break off your acquaintance with 
one 
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one ſinner, how will you free yourſelf from 
the entanglements of many? The ſhame of 
leaving your old acquaintances, and the fear 
of being reproached by them, will ſtrengthen 
the chains in which you are held. —Acquain- 
tance begets familiarity ; and in the jollity of 
your friendſhip you may reveal, or they may 
diſcover, ſome ſecret in your conduct, which 
you will be afraid of having betrayed— perhaps 
ſome vices which you have been led into 
by them, and you will chooſe to continue 
the deſtructive commerce, rather than be 
publickly expoſed. Thus the difficulty of 
getting out of bad company, and breaking 
off bad acquaintance is continually increaſing; 
yet, while you continue amongſt them, , there 
is no hope of your reformation : if any good 
impreſſions ſhould be made on your minds, 
ſuch acquaintances will endeavour to laugh 
you out of them, and teaze you till you break 
each good reſolution. —I pray you conſider, if 
you will not keep out of the way of ſin now, 
how will you return after you have walked in 
the tounſel of the ungodly? And if you will 


not reſolutely withdraw from the counſel of the 
ungodly, 
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uigodly, how will you ſhun the ſeat of the 
corner, when you have taken up your place 
amongſt them ? 

(Fifthly), IF you wiLL NOT BE THO- 
ROUGHLY RELIGIOUS WHEN YOU HAVE FEW 
WORLDLY CARES, HOW WILL YOU BE SO WHEN 
THEY ARE GREATLY INCREASED ?—What- 
ever gay proſpects you may ſee before you, 
and how irkſome ſo ever thoſe reſtraints may 
be which your parents and maſters lay upon 
you, you will find youth to be the eaſieſt and 
the pleaſanteſt part of life—that you have 
fewer cares and afflictions, than you will have 
in any future period - conſequently you have 
more time to attend to the concerns of your 
ſouls and eternity. Hereafter you will have 
a thouſand cares about what you ſhall eat, and 
what you ſhail drink, and how to provide for 
your family, which you are now ſtrangers to; 
theſe cares will render you leſs fit, than you 
now are, for reading and hearing the word, 
and for prayer, and they will allow you leſs 
time for it. Now if you will not be religious 
while you have more leiſure and fewer cares, 
than perhaps you will ever have again, it can 

:carce 
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ſcarce be expected that you will be ſo here- 
Further (ſixthly), Ir you witt Nor 
BE THOROUGHLY RELIGIOUS DURING THE 
STRENGTH AND VIGOUR OF YOUTH, HOW 
WILL YOU BECOME $0 AMIDST DECAYS AND 
INFIRMITIES,—In youth, the health is ge- 
nerally good, the ſtrength firm, the ſpirits 
lively, the active powers vigorous—youth is 
moſt ſuited to learning and improvernent of 
any kind. In the advance of life the con- 
ſtitution and the ſenſes are impaired—the 
underſtanding often weakened—the man be- 
comes ſlow and inactive; or if he be diligent, 
he brings leſs to paſs, than he conld do in his 
youth. —Y ou have now peculiar advantages 
for leatning religion and becoming eminent 
for the practice of it; and therefore Solomon 
urges young perſons to remember their Creator 
in the days of their youth, before the infir- 
mities of age come on, when they will be 
unfit for it.—If you will not apply yourſelves 
to reading and learning now, while the eyes 
are good arid the memory retentive, how will 
you do it when the fight and the memory 
decays ! 
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decay ?—If you will not frequent the houſe 
of God now, while your limbs are ſtrong 
and your ſenſes active, how will you do it 
when the ears grow dull, and the rang men 
bow themſelves? If you will not now do good 
to others while you. can go about it briſkly, 
and talk to them with life and ſpirit, how will 
you do it when the keepers of the houſe tremble, 
when the daughters: of mufick, the organs of 
the voice, are brought law, and your own 
infirmities confine you at home, or engroſs all 
your cares? | | 

(Seventhly), Is vou wiLL NOT BE THO- 
ROUGHLY RELIGIOUS IN THESE DAYS OF 
PEACE AND LIBERTY, HOW WILL YOU BR 50 
IN THE DAYS OF - TRQUBLE AND PERSECU= 
Iod Whatever peace and reft we now 
have, you, my young friends, may live to ſee 
very different times, ſuch as our farefathers 
ſaw ; you may live to, ſee the ſadeſt ſight in 
the warld - your liberty deſtroyed, and your 
bibles taken from you. —If you have no ſet- 
tled principles, if you are not well eftabliſhed 
in the fear and ſervice of God while you are 
young, how is it likely that you ſhould be- 
M come 
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come religious then ?—If now you cannot 
reſiſt temptations to offend God and wound 
your own conſciences, though you ſuffer 
nothing by reſiſtance, but the reproach of 
fools—how will you reſiſt them when they 
come backed with the horrors of impriſon- 
ment, ſtripes, or death? You may then 
have no miniſters to preach to you, no friends 


that dare counſel you, no ſolemn aſſembly to 


attend, no bible to conſult for a word of 
comfort or promiſe. You have now every 
public advantage you can deſire for knowing 
and doing the will of God ; and if you will 
not improve them, there is no probability 
you ſhould become religious under a thouſand 
diſadvantages and diſcouragements. 

Once more (eighthly), Ir you wWẽILL NoT 


BE THOROUGHLY RELIGIOUS WHILE GOD TIS 


STRIVING WITH YOU BY HIS SPIRIT AND 


GRACE, HOW WILL YOU BECOME SO WHEN THEY 


ARE WITHHELD AND WITHDRAWN,—God 
now addreſſes you not only by your conſciences 
and by his word, but by his ſpirit, hinting to 
you the neceſſity of religion, and urging your 
attention to it. But there is ſuch a thing as 


VEXINg, 


L 
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vexing, and grieving, and quenching the 
ſpirit of God; this they do who will not at- 
tend to his motions, cheriſh good deſires, 
and comply with his dictates.— My fpirit, 
ſays God, ſhall not always ſtrive with man 
and without the aſſiſtance of God's grace and 


ſpirit we can do nothing ſucceſsfully. The 


conſequence of not improving the aſſiſtance 
of divine grace which you now enjoy, will 
be, that God will depart from you, ſuffer you 
to go on in ſin, and give you up 70 your 0wn 
heart's luſts; then though you call he will not 
anſwer, and though you ſeek him earneſtly, be 
vill not be found of you. y 
From what has been ſaid, you sBE THE 
EGREGIOUS FOLLY OF THOSE YOUNG PEOPLE 
THAT NEGLECT RELIGION, They are, as I 
hinted above, convinced of its neceſſity, and, 
perhaps, determined ſome time or other to 
ſet about it in good earneſt; but they imagine 


it is too difficult for them at preſent, that it is 


too grave and ſerious a concern for their time 
of life, and that they ſhall have better oppor- 


tunities of attending to it hereafter: but every 
one of the queſtions we have been propoſing 


M 2 and 
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and confidering, fhews the folly and abſurdity 
of this plea. All the difficulties they have 
now to encounter will be increaſed, and they 
never will have ſuch favourable opportunities 
again.—If you ſpend your youth in thought- 
leſſneſs and fin, it is greatly to be feared your 
riper years will be ſpent no better; and if you 
live to be old, there will be nothing in your 
old age, but the childiſhneſs and folly of your 
youth, without its vivacities. If reaſon and 
religion, that ſun which God has lighted up 
in us, dees not diſpel the fogs and miſts of 
vice befofe the ndon of life, it is generally 
overcaſt for the whole day: und fact con- 
firms this. Very fe in the advance of life 
are ever brought to be ſeridus and holy; but 
ſuppoſe any of you ſhould, by the extraordi- 
nary power of divine grace, be an exception 
to this remark; yet What we have been faying 
proves thut you bill ndt become erriinent 
in religion yôu will have leſs comfort in 
the work of Göd, and leſs glory hereaſter. 
Awake then, my yoting friends, and yield 
vourſelves to God; think with yourſelves, 
when you ate tempted to do evil, or to neg- 
lect 
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lect your duty, this temptation is but as a 
footman—if this wearies and conquers me, 
how ſhall I contend with horſes, with future 
and greater temptations ; whereas your over- 
coming the preſent temptations, will fit you 
to combat with future and greater trials: — as 
ſoldiers learn ſkill and courage by experience. 
Farther, let ſerious and pious youths learn, 
from what has been ſaid, How REASONABLE 
AND FIT IT IS THAT THEY SHOULD BE 
STEADY AND acTIVE—ſolicitous to make 
daily progreſs in religion, and ſtrengthen each 
' other's hands in God, becauſe they have 
greater advantages for both now, than they 
will ever have hereafter. You have now only 
footmen to contend with put forth all your 
ſtrength in watchfulneſs and prayer, and God 
will give you ſucceſs. Vou perceive that I 
have addreſſed you, my dear children, on a 
ſuppoſition that you may have many years 
before you, and ſhewed you upon that fup- 
poſition, that now is the beſt time for ſerving 
God, and becoming eſtabliſned in religion; 
but I cannot conclude without reminding 
you, that this is but a ſuppoſition, Death 
M 3 may 
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may come before ybu ate awite, and break 
off all your Wiſe thoiights and cõmmendabſe 
purpbſes. —If you will not'be'thdrowghly:re- 
ligious while young, you 'irray never be ſo: 
you may be Hike the hypoctites, of hom ve 
read (Fob xxxvi. 14), 'they heap up ricbes, 
they die in youlb, and their life is umong \'the 
unclean.— If you will not be religious while this 
precarious life continues, it is abſolutely im- 


poſſible you ſhould be ſo afterwards; - there is 


neither knowledge, nor device, nor *working 
in the grave to which you may ſoon be 
hurried. —I conclude with tſiat exhortation · in 
the Prophet Jeremiah, ſo well adapted to the 
circumſtances of youth: (Jer. xii. 15, 16 
Hear ye, and give ear, be not proud; for the 
Lord hath ſpoken. Gide glory to the Lord. your 
God, before he cauſe the darkneſs, and before 
your feet ſtumble upon the dark mountains, and 
while ye look for ligbt, be turn it into the 


ſhadino of death, and mate it groſs darkneſs. 
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YOUTH is the time to ſerve the Lord, 
The time t' enſure the great reward; 
This is the hour that God hath giv'n, 
2 and fly to heav'n. 


Then what my thoughts deſign to do, 

My hands with all your might purſue; 
Since no device, nor work is found, 
Nor faith, nor hope, beneath the ground.. 


There are no acts of pardon paſs'd, 

Er the cold grave to which we. haſte ; 
But darkneſs, death, and long deſpair, 
Reign in eternal filence there. 


ADDRESS 


ADDRESS IX 


A CAUTION: AGAINST" THE ENTICEMENTS 
OF SINNERS. 


—— — 
PROVERBS i. 10. 
My fon, if finners entice thee, conſent thou not. 


HERE my young friends, the wife man 

addrefles you as a father; and warns 
you of four things—firſt, that you will meet 
with finners—that they will endeavour to 
draw you into their ways—that they will uſe 
every inſinuating method to compaſs their 
deſign—but,. that you- muſt by no means 
comply. 

THAT YOU WILL. MEET WITH SINNERS 
IN THE WORLD, AND AMONGST YOUR AC- 
QUAINTANCE, Is A MELANCHOLY TRUTH,— - 
Sin is a contagion that hath ſpread its miſ- 
chievous influence through the old and the 
young, through all ranks and degrees of men 


upon 
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upon earth; it Tleaves to the beft of men. 
Could you have followed the Apoſtles and 
Prophets to their retirement, you would have 
heard them bewailing the femains of it within 
them. But by ſinners in the text, no doubt 
the wiſe man means thoſe who were willingly 
and allowedly ſuch - thoſe who had no fear of 
God before their eyes, no principle of piety 
in their hearts: he ſaw with great concern 
that there were numbers of ſuch in his days, 
and there have been numbers of ſuch in 
every age and this has ever been the grief 
of the pious and good, The youth who 
khows not what it is to ſtrive againſt ſin, to 
watch 4nd pray that he may not enter inte 
ternptation, and to have his heart purified by 
the goſpel and ſpirit of Chriſt, is a S1 Nn, 
a dangerous acquaintance, an enſnaring com- 
panion; however wealthy, or witty, or wiſe, 
he maybe in other reſpe&ts-—however obliging 
in His carriage, polite in his behaviour, and 
free from notoridus and open vites—ſtill he 
is a SINNER, a perſon to be avoided, as one 
who is under the influence of a dangerous and 
a'\contagious diſeaſe, and Who . is. in the broad 

road 
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road that leads to death.— Alas! my young 
friends, ſuch as theſe you will frequently meet 
with, both now and in every ſtage of your 
Journey through life ; and we muſt, as your 
friends, warn you to be on your guard againſt 
them : 

For Solomon plainly intimates, THAT 
THEY WILL ENDEAVOUR TO DRAW YOU INTO 
THEIR CONVERSE, ACQUAINTANCE, AND 
GUILT, Company is what young perſons are 
naturally fond of; ſinners cannot doi without 
it, they have no happineſs in being alone; 
they will ſeek your company, perhaps to prey 
upon you, to be gay at your expence, to 
engage you in their ſinful courſes, that you 
may countenance them in their wickedneſs; 
and if their criminal conduct ſhould come to 
light, that they may throw the blame and the 
odium upon you as much as poſſible, and 
not bear it all themſelves. —Think not that 
your SERIOUSNESS and PIETY will prevent the 
aſſaults of ſinners ; they will think it a noble 
conqueſt if they can bring you over from 
both: to enſnare, to conquer you, is in ſome 


meaſure a conqueſt over religion itſelf, over 
the 
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the friends of religion, who are their op- 
poſers. It will greatly ſtrengthen their party 
to have you amongſt them, and 1s a tem- 
porary eaſe to, and vindication of, themſelves. 
Apoſtates from religion are the favourites of 
the wicked; and they will do every thing 
they can to make your chains ſtrong. —Think 
not you are ſet above the reach of danger, 
becauſe you have the BEST EXAMPLES before 
you, and your religious advantages are many, . 
and you have parents and friends inſtrufting 
you, praying for, and watching over you;— 
there are in the world many affecting proofs 
that you are not,—The children of many 
pious, praying parents, who gave their friends 
and miniſters room to hope well concerning 
them, have- after all departed from God— 
ſo that their parents hearts have -bled over 
them, and wouid rather have followed them 
weeping to the grave, than have ſeen them 
turning their back on him and his ſervice, and 
making ſhipwreck of faith and a good conſcience. 
Again, the wiſe man intimates, THAT 
SINNERS WILL MAKE USE OF EVERY EN- 
SNARING METHOD TO ACCOMPLISH THER 
DESIGN ;— 
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DESIGN.— Sinners (and Satan that finſt of 
ſinners) will leave nothing untried, no ſtone 
unturned, that they may draw you into. guilt, 
and work your ruin. There is ſomething en- 
ticing in the mere circumſtance of company: 
there is in the human breaſt a ſtrong in- 
clination to do what others do; and the 
apparent ſinfulneſs of an action grows leſs as 
we ſee it repeated. The next thing to that of 
ſeeing another commit ſin without pain, 1s 
the committing it yourſelf. It is a very hard 
thing to be ſerious in thoughtleſs company, 
and to be good in a wicked place. Befides 
this, gaiety, good temper, eaſe, the appear- 
ance of friendſhip, or ſallies of wit or humour, 
theſe, and ſuch like qualities, ſtrongly im- 
poſe on young perſons, and lead them to 
averloak. the evil conduct of thoſe who poſſeſs 
ſuch. accompliſhments. As Satan ſometimes 
puts on the form. of an angel of light, ſo his 
ſervants ſometimes put on the garb of virtue, 
and thus enſnare the incautious youth. If 
they have any face, or the leaſt appearance of 
goodneſs, they will at firſt ſhew it you; but 
the face of evil ſhall be hid behind a veil. 


The 
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They will inſinuate, THAT THERE Is NO 
HARM IN WHAT THEY WISH YOU ro po, that 
it is a trifling matter, and God will not 
be angry with you for trifles—and that 
your youth will be a ſufficient excuſe for a 
few indiſcreet levities. If they can prevail 
with you to think thus with yourſelves, 
ce well, if this I have been doing is a fin, it 
ce js but a ſmall one, it is ſuch as can have 
« no bad conſequences I ſhall not repeat it, 
ce at leaſt very ſeldom, and I hope God will 
« overlook it.” When the unhappy, in- 
cautious youth—once promiſing, once the 
delight and joy of his parent's heart, and his 
miniſter's riſing hope—when he has once been 
prevailed upon to act wrong, and excuſe it in 
this way, a dreadful conqueſt is gained —he 
is gone 4 thouſand to one he never re- 
covers: he will be hurried from ſtep to ſtep, 
from a leſs evil to a greater, till he can do 
that without remorſe, which in time paſt he 
would have trembled to have thought of. 

The hopes of privacy AND CONCEAL- 
MENT is another inſinuation of ſinners.—“ It 


e js done amongſt friends—it can never be 
N c Known.“ 
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« known.” But truſt not, oh! truſt not 
him who hath not the fear of God before his 
eyrs.— He in whom you molt confide, will 
probably be the firſt to betray you and laugh 
at your folly, —Beſides, you can never conceal 
any crime from your conſcience, and that will 
torment you; nor from God, and he will 
condemn you. | 

THEY WILL FURTHER INSINUVATE THAT 
YOUTH is NOT THE TIME rox SERIOUSN 28S 
AND PIETY, that you have many years before 
you, and that there will be time enough to 
repent and ſerve God hereafter. But are you 
fure that you ſhall live till you repent? or that 
you can repent if you ſhould live ? or that 
God will then accept you if you ſhould wiſh 
to repent ?—no ſuch thing; it 1s a dangerous 
deluſion, and deſigned to cheat you of your 
ſoul and eternal happineſs, The only time 
you can be ſure of is the preſent; no time is 


fo well adapted for religion as youth, ard 


there is no period .in which God is ſo well 
pleaſed with it, or ſo much honouted by it. 
Another artifice of ſinners is that A rAR- 
ANCE OF EASE AND PLEASURE WHICH THEY 
PUT 
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PUT ov. They would fain perſuade you that 
their path is ſtrewed with flowers, that the 
way to enjoyment and happineſs is the very 
road that they have taken—that they are the 
moſt free, eaſy, and happy people in the 
world; but they will not teil you what con- 
ſcience tells them, what guilty pangs they 
often feel, what doubts, ſurmiſes, ſuſpicions 
riſe in their breaſts : they conceal the wound 
that is feſtering in their boſoms, and that 
worm, that living worm, which hath already 

begun to ſeize upon their vitals.— If they have 
ever trembled like Felix, when Paul regſoned 
of righteouſneſs, temperance, and judgment to 
come; if they have ever been alarmed and 
terrified at the apprehenſion of ſickneſs and 
death, they will nut tell you of theſe things, 
but cautiouſly conceal them, with every other 
circumſtance that might deter you from their 
finful courſe. —But whatever profeſſion of 
happineſs they make who are habitually 
thoughtleſs and gay, and ſtrangers to God, 
and Chrift, and ſerious religion, my young 
friends, believe them not; God himſelf hath 
ſaid, the way of tranſereſſors is hard; and, 

x N 2. depend 
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depend upon it, ſooner or later, they will find 
it ſo.—Ignorance, prejudice, and vice, miſ- 
repreſent the ways of Chriſt; and thouſands 
of young perſons have laid the foundation of 
their ruin, by believing the report. But the 
declaration of God, who can never deceive ; 
the declaration of Jeſus, whoſe heart is all grace 
and compaſſion; the experience of your pious 
parents, and all who have walked in the ways 
of God in every age, all unite to recommend 
devotedneſs to God through Jefus Chriſt, as 
the moſt eligible, the moſt honourable, the 
molt ſafe, and happy way that you can take, — 
To forſake God and his ſervice under pretence 
of ſeeking happineſs, is like burning a houſe 
or a town to make the inhabitants comfortable; 
it 1s like leaving heaven, to ſeek happineſs in 
the bottomleſs pit. 

We have, finally, in our text THE WISE 
MAN'S ADMONITION TO HIS SON, NOT TO 
CONSENT ;—my ſon, if ſinners entice thee, cen- 
ſent thou not—do not conſent, LET THE SIN BE 
WHAT IT WII I. Sins may be attended with 
different degrees of aggravation; but every 
fin is a great offence againſt God and an 

awakened 
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awakened conſcience will ſnew it to be ſo.— 
Before you take one ſtep from the ways of 
God, remember that thoſe who were the worſt 
of men, begun with what is called trifling 
offences. — If you would not have your ſub- 
ſtance, your health, your ſoul be loſt, yield 
to no ſin. Beware of the firſt departure from 
Chriſt. A back/lider in heart ſball be * 
with his own Ways. 

Further, conſent not, LET THE NUMBER OF 
THOSE WHO ENTICE YOU BE EVER SO GREAT, . 
Numbers will not quiet your conſcience. . 
Chriſt will be your. judge; and the queſtion . . 
is not, what do the multitude ? but, what 
will he approve at laſt? What can numbers 
do againſt God, can they refiſt his judgments, 
deliver you from death, or ſave you from 
hell? No; but they will make hell more 
terrible, there you will meet the ſinners that 
enticed you to ſin; and the horrible interview 
and mutual dreadful reproaches will add new 
torments to thoſe miſerable abodes.— 0 xy - 
Jon, if multitudes of famers entice #hee, conſent / 

thou not : 
For conſider, THAT ro WHICH THAT EN 
TICE THEE 1S A DREADFUL EVIE IN {TSELF— 
N 3 it 
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it is rebellion againſt God your heavenly 
Father, your kind benefactor, againſt him who 
made you, clothes you, feeds you, and does 
you good continually. Sinners entice you to 
that which hurled Satan and his angels from 
heaven, which excluded our firſt parents from 
Paradiſe, which deluged the world, and 
brought affliction, diſeaſe, and death, on the 
whole human race.—Look at the croſs, who 
is ſuffering, who is dying there? who cries 
out, behold all ye that paſs by, was ever 
ſorrow like unto my forrow! My God, my 
God, why haſt thou forſaken me! It 18 Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Son of God, dying on that croſs, 
to redeem us from ſin, to atone for its guilt, 
and make way for mercy.— Behold here the 
exceeding greatneſs of that guilt to which 
finners entice you.—You know the ſentiments 
which the wiſeſt and beſt men have formed of 
the evil of ſin; their whole heart, and their whole 
life, is in oppoſition to it; againſt this they 
labour, and watch, and pray—and thouſands 
have choſen to die rather than commit ſin.— 
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N Follow their noble cxample; and ſay with that 

amiable, chat heroic youth Joſeph, how can 1 

do this greai wicxedneſs, and jin againſt God? 
if 
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Tf finnzrs entice you, conſent not, ON AC- 
COUNT OF THE DISTRESS IT WILL GIVE YOUR 
PARENTS AND FRIENDS, AND THOSE THAT 
LOVE YOU BEST, — There ts nothing that can 
pierce the heart of pious parents ſo deep, as 
the hardneſs and impiety of their children; 
what bitter lamentations have - they uttered 
over ſuch—and how many have been brought 
with ſorrow to the grave on this account, —If 
when ſinners entice, you ſhould conſent, think 
what an unkind return this will be for that 
conſtant care, that tender affection of your 
parents, which you can never fully repay. 
What diſtreſs and grieve thy father, who 
thinks nothing he can do too much for thee ! 
And wound thy mother's heart, who brought 
thee forth with ſo much anguiſh, who 
nouriſhed thee in her boſom, whoſe anxiety 
for thee was more than ſhe felt for herſelf, and 
whoſe conſtant concern was for thy good! 
Ye ſons and daughters, can ye bear to think 
of this ?—If when ſinners entice, you ſhould 
conſent, you will grieve every pious friend you 
have in the world - you will make the heart 
of your miniſter bleed with anguiſh, to think 
that 
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that his hope is difappointed, his labours loſt, 
and your ſoul undone, after all his concern 
about it. You will grieve the holy ſpirit of 
God, and crucify your Saviour afreſh, and 
thus fill heaven and earth with concern and. 
grief at your folly. 

Once more, if fmers entice thee, conſent 
thou not rok THY own. sAk E. Every 
ſinful compliance will give a wound to 
your own ſoul, which will be felc either in 
this world or another. —If you forſake the 
ways of wiſdom, you will loſe the friendſhip 
of the wiſe, they will ſoon ſhun you, they 
will ceaſe to warn you, and at laſt, it may 
be, ceaſe to pray for you, Tou will deprive 
yourſelves of the favour and blefling of God, 
of the friendſhip of Chriſt, of the influence 
of the ſpirit, of hope in the promiſes, and all 
inward peace and comfort. In afliftion, and 
at the approach of death, you will have 
nothing to ſupport you —your wicked com- 
panions will forſake you—the recollection of 
your ſins will ſtick cok to you the threat- 
enings of God's word will terrify you rh 
fearful looking for of vengeance and fiery indig- 
nation to devour you, will overwhelm your 

ſoul. 
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ſoul. We beſcech you therefore, if you have 
any regard for yourſelves, to your own peace 
and happineſs here or hereafter, when /inners 
entice you, do not conſent. 

I will conclude, with giving you a few 
ſhort directions to prevent your compliance. 
And firſt, when finners entice you, REMEMBER 
THE EYE OF GOD is UPON YOU=-It is ever 
upon you at all times, in every place; he 
knows the things that come into your mind, 
every one of them. Keep this thought as 
much as poſſible in your mind, thou God /eeft 
me. When you are enticed to fin, O that you 
would then think the eye of God is now upon 
me, he ſees this temptation—he waits to ſee 
whether I will be faithful to him, or fall from 
him—he is ready to help me againſt it; and 
ſhall I then be a coward ? ſhall I diſpleaſe 
God, rather than reſiſt the temptation ? ſhall 
I yield, and give up all my hopes, and wound 
my Saviour, and loſe my ſoul, and all this 
under the very eye of God ? No; my 
gracious God, thine eye is upon me, I can- 
not, I dare not do it. Thus think of a preſent 

God, 
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God, and it will give you vigour and ſtrength 
againſt the enticements of ſinners, 

Think further what cop HATH DONE TO 
SAVE YOU FROM THE POWER AND DOMINION 
or six. He hath given you his word, and 
furniſhed it with promiſes and threatenings ; 
he hath given you his Son, who died to put 
away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf ; he hath 
promiſed you his ſpirit to help you in the 
conflict, and declares that you ſhall not be 
tempted above what you are able to bear; 
but with every temptation there ſhall be a way to 
eſcape from it, or to overcome it—and God is 
faithful, and will certainly do ſo. You would 
injure and diſhonour your heavenly Father to 
ſuppoſe that he would leave you to contend 
with an evil heart of unbclief, with the powers 
of darkneſs, and all the enticements of ſinners, 
without his divine aſſiſtance. Fear not, my 
young friends, the eternal God is your refuge, 
and underneath you are everlaſting arms.— 
Chriſt hath ſaid, my grace is ſufficient for you. 
Suffer me therefore to addreſs you as Paul 
addrefſed Timothy, my ſon, be ſtrong in the 
grace, that is, in Chriſt Jeſus; and through 

him 
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him ye ſhall be conquerors, and more than con- 
querors, 

Conſider the xxPECTATIONS YOU MAY 
JUSTLY FORM ir YOU RESIST THE ENTICE- 
MENTS OF SINNERS.— The peace of conſcience, 
the approbation of the wiſe and good, the 
honour, the improvement, the uſefulneſs that 
will follow it here, and the favour of God, 
the applauſe of your Judge, and the crown-- 
of glory that will be the conſequence for 
ever. Every day then lift up your earneſt 
prayer to God, that he would ſtand hy 
and ſtrengthen you, give you fortitude and 
courage in the trying hour, that you may 
ſtand faſt, quit yourſelves like men, and be 
frong. Go forth in his name, and he will keep 
you as the appie of bis eye; he will be wur 
ſun, and jhield, your light, and defence. He 
will give you grace, and glory, and no good 
thing will he withhold from them that walk 
uprigbiiy. Amen. 
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HY MN. 


ORD, thou haſt ſearch'd and ſeen me through; 
'Thine eye commands with piercing view 
My riſing and my reſting hours, 
My heart, and fleſh, and all their pow'rs. 


My thoughts before they are my own, 
Are to my God diſtinctly known; 

He knows the words I mean to ſpeak, 
Ere from my opening lips they break. 


1 Within thy circling pow'r I ſtand; 
14 On ev'ry fide I find thy hand: 
5 Awake, aſleep, at home, abroad, 


] am ſurrounded ſtill with God. 


« O may theſe thoughts poſſeſs my breaſt, 
« Where'er I rove, where'er I reſt ! 

* Nor let my weaker paſſions dare 

« Conſent to fin, for God is there.” 
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ADDRESS X. 


THE DANGER OF ENTERING ON A 
SINFUL COURSE. 


PROVERBS iv. 14, 15, 16. 


Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go 
not into the way of evil men: avoid it, paſs 
not by it, turn from it, and paſs away. For 
they fleep not except they have done miſchief, 
and their ſleep is taken away, unleſs they 
cauſe ſome to fall. | 


ERMIT me to addreſs this advice of 
Solomon to you, my young friends, in 
whom I truſt there is ſome good thing to- 
wards the God of your fathers, whoſe hearts 
are yet tender, and whoſe ears are open to 
counſel and inſtruction. Yet after all, I know 
you are in great danger of neglecting the 
leſſons I am going to inculcate. The warmth 
of your paſſions, the ſtrong ſpring by which 
O you 
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you are borne on to action, the gaiety and 
ſprightlineſs of temper ſo natural to youth, 
your taſte for pleaſure, your inexperience of 
the wiles of the wicked one, and the deceits 
of ſin, your open friendly diſpoſition, and 
love for company and ſociety, render ſuch 
advice peculiarly neceſſary for you; yet at 
times I confeſs it leaves me under ſome 
painful apprehenſions leſt you ſhould forget 
it, or not pay that regard to it which it 
demands. But I will hope better things of 
you ſpeak to you with a ſerious concern 
for your happineſs in time and eternity ; and 
if you knew the feelings of my heart towards 
you, and the earneſt longings I have for your 
ſalvation, I would hope your hearts are too 
generous not to wiſh to fulfil my joy, and 
ſeek firſt the kingdom of God, and the righteouſ- 
neſs thereof, —— My text contains a ſetious 


admonition, which the wiſe man ſupports by 
his obſervation on the character and the miſery 
of the wicked. Theſe are the two parts of 
the ſubject - the general thought in the text 
is a caution to keep at a diſtance from every 


ſinful way; but it is delivered in a variety of 
phraſes 
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phraſes, each of which contains an important 
ſuggeſtion - and there is a beautiful gradation 
in them, except in the two firſt, which I ap- 
prehend are tranſpoſed let me illuſtrate them: 

Het PERSUADES US IN GENERAL TO AVOID 
ADOPTING A SINFUL COURSE OF LIFE. —G8 
not into the way of evil men; do not take 
wicked men for your pattern: going or 
walking in a way, refers to a general conduct, 
an allowed and continual imitation ; it does 
not mention any particular evil men, but all 
ſuch in general. —There are various ſorts of 
evil men; ſome are principally deſtitute of true 
| piety, they live without God in the world, 
neither pray to him, nor praiſe him; they 
are not influenced by his authority, nor con- 
formed to his laws, nor ſanctify the ſabbath— 
they live juſt as if there was no God, or he 
was nothing to them.—Some evil men add 
to this neglect of God, a profane contempt 
of him, ſet him at open defiance, and fill 
their mouths with oaths, curſes, and blaſ- 
phemies.—Some evil men add injuſtice to 
their impiety, defraud, and over-reach their 
neighbours, grind the faces of the poor, and 
4 O 2 oppreſs 
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oppreſs thoſe who are in their power. Other 
evil men negle& the government of them- 
ſelves, give way to unruly paſſions and ap- 
petites, become gluttons, drunkards, and 
ſlaves to every ſenſual luſt. —Hypocrites are 
the worſt of all evil men, who put on the 
form of religion as a cloak for their ſin, who 
profeſs to know God, but in works deny 
him.—There are others who do not give ſuch 
apparent reaſon for cenſure, yet are amongſt 
evil men, having the form of religion, but 
without the power of it; they may be 
honeſt, friendly, compaſſionate, and in many 
ways agreeable companions, but they have 


neither the fear nor love of God in their 
hearts, nor any concern to pleaſe him. All 


theſe are evil men.—Now the wiſe man ex- 
horts, that you go not into any of their ways, 
that you do not join yourſelves to wicked 
men of any kind, in any circumſtances, or 
on any conſideration though they are many, 


yet you muſt not follow the multitude in evil 


ways; though they are great and powerful, 
learned and polite, eloquent or engaging, 


whatever ſhining parts they may have, what- 


ever 
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ever inducements they.may offer, go not into 
their ways, as you value your life, your 
comfort, your ſoul—come out from amongſe 
them, and be ye ſeparate. 

Hz exnorTs YOU FURTHER, NOT TO ENTER | 
ON THIS COURSE, Enter not into the path of 
the wicked, do not take one ſingle ſtep in it, 
do not venture on one evil act, not the leaſt, 
not for a moment. And this, my young 
friends, is an admonition of the higheſt con- 
fequence. What is a guilty life, but a 
repetition of guilty actions. He, ſaith. the 

Apoſtle, that offendeth in one point, is guilty of 
| all, The authority of the lawgiver is ſtruck 
at, and his power and juſtice defied and af- 
fronted by one fin as well as another; and 
the very ſame motive that engages you to 
commit one ſin, is ſtrong enough to engage 
you to commit another in like circumſtances, 
and another ſtill, till you can drink in iniquity 
like water. —Y outh are tempted to fome 
common and ſecret fin, without deſigning to 
repeat it: they take one ſtep often with full 
purpoſe not to go on in fin; but by that ſtep 


O 3 they 
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they are entered on the ſteep down-hill road, 
and it is ten to one that they never ſtop them- 
ſelves. Curioſity, corrupt nature, the proſpect 
of pleaſure, the ſolicitations of companions, 
the wiles of Satan—none of theſe will be 
fatisfied with a ſingle indulgence, they will 
crave for more and more, till recovery be- 
comes extremely difficult, if not utterly im- 
poſſible; therefore the wiſe man joins theſe 
two exhortations together, with the utmoſt 
propriety, if you would not go into the way 
of evil men, enter not into the path of the 
wicked : if you would not live and die in 
theſe ways, do not take one ſtep in them; if 
you allow yourſelves to do ſo, you know 
neither human nature nor your own heart, if 
you think you can ſtop at pleaſure. 

H BIDS YOU BE ON YOUR GUARD, THAT 
YOU ARE NOT LED INTO THEM UNAWARES— 
avoid it, ſhun it—this, you ſee, is an advance 
on the former thought. He before ſaid, go not 
into the way of evil men; in order to this it 
will be of the greateſt importance to gain a 
true and juſt ſenſe of the evil of ſinful ways, 


how much ingratitude there is in them, what 
an 
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an oppoſition to God, what an injury to 
yourſelves, to your circumſtances, character, 
and intereſt in this world, eſpecially to your 
ſoul's immortal intereſt, which will be ruined 
by it for ever. Think of the ſcandal and 
diſgrace that every ſin brings to your under- 
ſtanding, your reaſon, your conſcience—and 
that the wages is death eternal. — Conſider 
what ſinful paſſions are moſt likely to get the 
better of you, where your principal danger 
lies, and what circumſtances, company, and 
connections have injured and ruined others 
about you. Think what is the ſin that maſt 
eaſily beſets you, what you are moſt inclined 
to comply with—watch every weakneſs of 
the ſoul, and put a double guard there where 
you ſee your danger. Make no connections, 
engage in no company, in no party of buſineſs 
or pleaſure, without conſidering the con- 
ſequences. O that you were wiſe, that you 
under ſtoad the importance of this admonition, 
and would confider the latter end, what it is 
likely to be, and what it may come to, 
The wife man till advances on the former 
_ caution, and exhorts you not only to avoid 
| every 
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every evil way in general, nur TO BE ON 
YOUR GUARD AGAINST THE APPROACH TO 
ANY SINFUL WAY—PASS NOT BY IT, Come 
not near the path that leads to 1, do not 
go fo near as you lawfully can. Only zbe 
appearance of evil, if you go near it, may 
ſtrike your mind, may enter your hearts, it 
may raiſe a wiſh, a defire in your breaſts ; 
end when lu is thus concerved, it brings fertb 
fin, and fin, when it is fimiſbed, brings forth 
death: avoid, therefore, the appearance of 
evil. — Great indeed is the folly and danger of 
that young mind, that dares to be a willing 
ſpectator of ſinful actions; or a willing hearer 
of ſinful diſcourſe the moment you can 
patiently attend to theſe things, your foul 
begins to ſuck in the poiſon, and dreadful 
may be the iſſue. Be not therefore acquainted 
with evil men, do not throw yourſelves into 
their company, rather decline ſome advantages 
and deny yourſelves, than hazard the peace 
and fafety of your minds. Do you know the 
perſon, and where he lives, who has been 
tempting you to negle&t your buſineſs, to 


miſpend your fabbaths, to think little of your 
bible, 
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bible, to jeſt at ſerious men and holy things ? 
Do you know the perſon, and where he lives, 
who would lead you to vain amuſements, to 
public houſes, to drink with the drunkard, 
and talk with the profane—avoid him as you 
would the face of a ſerpent, paſs not by his 
door, hide yourſelf from him, leſt you be 

taken in the ſnare, and ruined for ever. 
Hence the wiſe man advances on all theſe 
particulars, and exhorts you TO RETIRE, AS 
FAR AS POSSIBLE, FROM A SINFUL WAY— 
turn from it, paſs away—turn into other paths 
in which wiſe men have been ſeen to walk, 
into the paths of righteouſneis, the ways of 
holineſs and peace—do it immediately, paſs 
away, flee as for your lives—ſafety is before 
you, death and miſery behind you. —Re- 
member that to abſtain from evil ways is not 
all that is required of us. Many think a nega- 
tive religion, an harmleſs conduct, is enough; 
ſuppoſing you have attained to this, that you 
are arrived at a ſtate in which you do nobody 
any harm : in that caſe you would have as 
much religion as a ſtone or a log of wood — 
they do no harm is this all God requires of 
you 
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you—to do no harm is at beſt an uſeleſs 
character ; but the religion of Chriſt requires 
that you be filled with a divine temper and 
diſpoſition, with love to God and man.— 
Hence you muſt ſee that it is not only 
neceſſary to be ſeparate from ſin and ſinners ; 
but to become different ſort of perſons, new 
and holy creatures, conformed to the image 
and goſpel of Chriſt, and devoted to his 
ſervice We, who are your friends, and 
teachers, and miniſters, cannot be content in 
ſeeing you no better than mere ſtocks or ſtones. 
We wiſh, and pray, and even travail in birth 
till Chriſt be formed in your ſoul, till you are 
filled with his amiable and holy temper, and 
are made meet for the ſociety of ſaints and 
angels in heaven. This is the ſubſtance of 
the wiſe man's advice, he perſuades in general 


againſt adopting a ſinful courſe; he exhorts 
you not to enter on it, but to avoid it, that is, 


watch that you are not led into it unawares ; he 
begs you not to come near the place of danger, 
paſs not that way, go not by it, nay, you 
muſt turn from it, paſs away in haſte, get into 
another and better road. And the reaſon why 
he 
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he gives you this advice, and ſo earneſtly 
preſſes it upon you, is, that they are miſerable 


ways—and the danger there is of your adopting 


them; fer they ſieep not, ſays. he, except they 
have done miſchief, and their ſleep is taken away 
unleſs they cauſe ſome to fall. 

Obſerve here, HE Gives A MOST HORRID 
ACCOUNT OF SINNERS; this is a moſt dreadful 
image of wickedneſs riſing to an amazing 
height : he deſcribes ſuch as making a trade 
of it it is their daily buſineſs what they 
could not ſleep without having done — as what 
they take pleaſure init is their meat and 
drink to do evil they are never better pleaſed 
than when employed in this work, in the 
moſt grievous and ſhocking inſtances of it. 
Nay, farther, he repreſents them as ready to 
deny themſelves common repoſe to accompliſh 
their end; they could not fleep, would not 
lie down on their beds, or if they did, their 
ſleep was taken from them, they are reſtleſs 
and miſerable if they do not miſchief, and cauſe 
ſome to fall: their whole heart was ſet upon 
corrupting others, their whole life devoted to 
it, —Obſerve the progreſs of vice, it begins 
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in liſtening to temptations, then looking on 
fin without horror, then it becomes familiar, 
then pleaſant, and then neceſſary; they cannot 
ſleep without it, they are miſerable till it 
comes forth into action. So I remember 
Colonel Gardener ſaid, “ that he was often 
« preſſed as a cart loaded with ſheaves, till 
his wickedneſs burſt from him; and he has 
« often withdrawn from company, who were 
ce any reſtraint upon him, to another room, 
* that he might open his mouth in curſes, 
ce and pour out vollies of oaths and blaſ- 
. « phemies, without reſtraint.” What an 
amazing height of wickedneſs—but you will 
ſay theſe are abandoned ſinners : and what is 
this argument to the purpoſe? It is this 
much to the purpoſe, that the wiſe man goes 
on this ſuppoſition : 

THAT THE LEAST INCLINATION TO SIN, 


c 


A 


o R CARELESSNESS OF CONDUCT, MAY LEAD TO 


THOSE VICES, MONSTROUS AS THEY ARE— 
may lead you to ſuch courſes as you are not 
now aware of, ſuch as your ſoul would 
ſhudder this moment to think' of, as would 
make you cry out, as one once did when he 

was 
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was warned of the conſequence of his preſent 
evil way: © am I a dog that I ſhould do ſuch 
e things as theſe.” From the firſt ſtep in ſin 
to the depth of iniquity, the deſcent is always 
eaſy, and: ſometimes ſudden. I have known 
- one. hour's indulgence lead a youth to. ſuch 
things as have injured him through all his future 
like, in his ſubſtance, buſineſs, and reputation— 
ſome to ſuch connections as have ruined their 
conſtitution; and others to ſuch paſſions and 
outrages, that they have abuſed their beſt 
friends, and curſed their parents to their face — 
none of which things they deſigned, nor 
would have thought they could have been 
guilty of, a few hours before. It is, however, 
in general by degrees that perſons are led 
on to the greateſt crimes. We have ſeen 
commendable induſtry riſing up to a deſire of 
gain, and from thence. to covetouſneſs, from 
. whence proceeds at firſt little and mean 
actions, then unjuſt and unlawful methods of 
gain from whence come theft, highway rob- 
. beries, murder, and the higheſt crimes - and 
thus it is with all kinds of ſin.—It often 
happens ſuch perſons are under ſerious impref- 
ſions. and. convictions ; and that the anguiſh 
| P * oe 
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of their ſouls in ſubli ſeafons'bf reflection ate ſo 
great, that they cannot find any enjoyment, 
they can neither eat, nor Neep, nor divert their 
melanchöly; yet when the next temptation 
comes, the next wicked companion”! invites, 
: "they cannot reſiſt," but plunge again into the 
"fame exceſs of ' riot, till at laſt they are 


hardened in their ' iniquity, deſpiſe reproof, 
and are given up of God, and'hivendthing 


before them but a fearful hiking "for "of 'jtdg- 
nent. The wiſe man knew that the leaſt in- 
dulgence in ſin, may lead you into all this 
N and therefore he gives this exhortation 
n the text: and let me urge it upon you, my 
Jae friends, with all the tenderneſs and 
affection of a miniſter of Chriſt, with all the 
feelings of a tender father and friend, hat you - 
enter Mot into tbs path of the wicked,” nor go in 
the way of evil men; that" you avoid it, pat 
nol by it, turn „en it, and fles away and for 
this awful reaſon, amongſt many others, be- 
cauſe they-Neep not except they have dont miſebief, 
and their Jeep is taker awvay "weſt they tanſe 
ome 'to fall. Be thefefore on your guard; 
ipdich and pray that you may not emen into 


 enptation, If you unexpectedly are eaſt into 
the 
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the way.. or. company of. evil men,  !urn. 
from, it, paſs, azzay,; if. you cannot dg, is in- 
ſtantly, do it as ſoon as, poſſible, truſt, not 
yourſelves your: good reſolutions. may fail 
you, your, o heart, may deceive your be 
ſenſible of: your; danger, ſet a, double; guard, 
on your actions, your words, your thoughts, 
at that: time: and above all lift, un your heart 
in ſilent earneſt prayer to God, ſaying, Lord; 
ſtand. by me and ſtrengthen me; keep. back. thy; 
ſervant from prefumptugus fin. taks, not. ib huly,,. 
ſpirit» from me, but: with this: temptation, mate 
a way for my eſcape. —If any of you have been 
enſnared by evil men and evil company, let 
me beſeech you before it be too late, to forſake 
the evil way and live. Tum ye, lun ye, why 
will ye die? For your encouragement God 
hath ſaid, let the ſinner forſake bis way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts, ang turn unto 
_ the Lord, and he will have, mercy, upon bim, 
and to our God, and he, will abundaniiy pardon. 
Fear not to make the bold and noble attempt. 
Turn ye at my reproof, ſaith the Lord. Behold 
I will pour out my. ſpirit apm you, I will make 
known my words unto: you.— And. Chit hath 
laid, my grace ſhall be ſufficient for you, and my 
te ſtrength 
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frrength ſoall be perfected in your weakneſs. 
This is my meſſage to you, my young friends, 

_ what effect it will have, I know not; but this 
I know, 1 have faithfully warned you, I have 
affectionately exhorted you to be wiſe, and 
holy, and happy: and my heart's deſire, and 
prayer to God for every one of you, is, that 
you may be ſaved. And now unto him who is 
able to keep you from falling, and to preſent you 
faultleſs before the preſence of his glory, with ex- 
ceeding joy ; to the only wiſe God our Savibur, 
be glory and dominion both now and for cher. | 
Amen. 

h HT M v. 


THE youth i is ever bleſt 
Who ſhuns the ſinner's ways, 
| Amongſt their councils never ſtands, | 
Nor takes the ſcorner's place; 


But makes the law of God 
His ſtudy and delight, 
Amidſt the labours of the day, 

And watches of the night. 


He, like a tree, ſhall thrive, 
With waters near the root; 

Freſh as the leaf his name ſhall live— 
His works are heav'nly fruit, 

God knows, and well approves, 
The way the righteous go; 

But ſinners and their works ſhall meet 


A dreadful overthrow. 
AD D RESS 


ADDRESS N. 
ON THE CHOICE OF COMPANY. 
PRoverss Xill. 20. 


He tbat walketh wwith wiſt wen ſpall bt wiſe; ; 9 
a 32 of fans ſhall be e 


PFHROUGH all the book of Proverhs,. 
by wiſdom we are to ungerſtand religion; 
and by — irrelgian and wickedneſs, —=In 


— not only perſons G learning 


and good ſenſe, hut fuch allo as are exemplary 
for virtue, ſeriouſneſs, and piety; and by 
fools, we ate to underſtand, nat ſo much 
perſons of weak intellęcts, as thoſe who are 

chargeable wih that maſt egregious folly of 
being wicked and impious: and the expreſſion 
is very proper for religion and virtue are the 


higheſt wiſdom, and fin is the moſt hurtful 
od. and 
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and infamous folly in the world. The truth 
that Solomon would impreſs upon the heart 
of his ſon in the text 1s this, that the youth 
who keepeth company, and makes friend- 
ſhip with perſons of wiſdom, probity, and 
religion, will improve himſelf by their com- 
pany, and in due time grow wile, and good, 
and happy ; but he that is the ſtated compa- 
nion of wicked and impious perſons, will, 
in all probability, bring himſelf into miſery 
and ruin. This is the leflon that Solomon 
reads to his ſon, and it is worthy of his 
wiſdom, and ſuitable to the character of a 
prudent and anxious parent. It is a leflon 
I would read to you with a parent's heart, 
aud the tendereſt concern for your honour and 
uſefulneſs in life, and your happineſs for ever. 
Some of you may ſoon be called to enter 
upon life, to chooſe and act for yourſelves, 
to be in ſome meaſure maſters of your own 
ways and actions; now is the time in which 
to ſhew your wiſdom and diſcretion in the 
company you chooſe, and the ways you take, 
And here let me intreat you to conſider 
that YOUR CHARACTER AND REPUTATION. IN 
* | THE. 
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THE WORLD WILL Much DEPEND ON THE + 
CHOICE vou MAKE or 'COMPANIONS” AND 
FRIENDS. —It is a very unhappy thing for 
young perſons to be careleſs on this head, and 
to ſhew a haughty indifference to what. the 
world thinks of them; eſpecially” to under- 
value the eſteem of good men, of their 
friends, and parents. good name is better 
than great ricbes; and the eſteem of wiſe and 
worthy men is a great bleſſing: every wiſe 
man labours to ſecure this—every modeſt 
youth trembles at the thought of loſing it. 
Now this will in a great meaſure depend upon 
the character of thoſe with whom you aſſo- 
ciate, whom you make your choſen com- 
panions, and ſtyle your friends. If for this 
purpoſe you are ſeen to ſolicit the acquaintance 
of perſons of reputation, of diſcretion, -. of 
good ſenſe, cheerful ſeriouſneſs, and amiable 
diſpoſitions ; if you are obſerved to aſlociate 
principally with ſuch, and to be reſpected by 
them, this will give the world about you a 
good opinion of your wiſdom and under- 
ſtanding it will raiſe the moſt pleaſing expec - 


tations from you in all your friends it will 
Engage. 
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engage other virtuous and well diſpoſed. young 
perſons to ſeek. your acquaintance, and give 
Joy and gladneſs to your parent's heart. But 
x on the contrary you chooſe the gay, the 
idle, the wicked for your companions; if you 
are obſerved to attach yourſelves to young 
perſons of looſe principles and relaxed con- 

verſation, this will ſink your reputation every 
where; and while your friends obſerve it with 
ſorrow, and your parents with painful anxiety, 
all perſons of wiſdom and reputation will 
think meanly of you, and you will loſe the 
eſteem and confidence of all the world.—It is 
a common proverb of the ancients, © tell me 
« with whom thou goeſt, and I will tell thee 
« what thou doeſt.—It is a common ſaying 
with 'us, 'that you may know a perſon by his 
companions, that a man ſhews his own diſ- 
politien and . underſtanding, by the choice 
; of his friends; there is a conſiderable foyn- 
dation in fact to build this obſervation upon; 

and be affured, my young friends, the world 
does very much judge by this rule. And it is 


no little evil to fink in reputation with the 
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wiſe and worthy part of mankind, to loſe the 
eſteem of our friends and relations, to forfeit - 
the good opinion of thoſe around us, and to 
be ſhunned by virtuous youths, as unpro- 
fitable and dangerous companions. It will 
wound your own minds, hurt your worldly | 
intereſt ; and when your reputation is once 
loſt, you will find it hard to regain it, hard 
to be admitted afterwards into the ſociety of 
the virtuous and diſcreet. Bad companions 
leave a blot upon a perſon's character, chat i * 
not ſoon nor eaſily waſhed out. LET 

Again, UPON THE CHOICE OF YOUR COM- 
PANIONS WILL GREATLY DEPEND YOUR IM-' 
PROVEMENT IN KNOWLEDGE AND UNDER-- 
STANDING :—PFor be that walketh with wiſe” 
men ſhall be wiſe. Young perſons of good | 
ſenſe, amiable diſpoſitions, and induſtry,” are 
uſeful examples to each other; they naturally 
inſpire one another with emulation, and 
each of therm ſtrives to excel: their mutual 
converſe will not only convey knowledge in 
the moſt pleaſing way, but will fix it deeper 
and firmer in each other's mind. A perſon 

7 who 
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who walks with; ſuch": companions will be 
aſhamed- of ignorance and laaineſs; he muſt 
neceſſarily either deſert his friends, orc imy 
prove his underſtanding, But on the other 
hand, the ignorant, the idle, the inconſiderate, 
the lovers of pleaſure and vanity, let their un- 
derſtandings lie as a barren waſte; they ſupport. 
one another in folly; and ignorance he that 
aſſociates with. them, will. find them, a bar. £9. 
his mental improvement; they, will, waſte, his. 
dme, and-give- his mind a trifling,. diflipated. 
turn, that it will. fix on nothing and. improve 
in nothing. It is- good for young perſons to 
conſtrain themſelves to the-purſuit- of. know 
ledge; by ſelecting: worthy: companions; they: 
will find increaſing: knowledge a continual: 
entertainment to them, they will hereby have 
the moſt pleaſant and: uſeful employment fen 
their leiſure hours, and not be afraid of a, 
ſolitary evening: | By: this means they will lay: | 
up a ſtock of knowledge that will be uſeful 
to them in future liſe, that will not only render 
them agreeable companions every where, but; 
. qualify them for every duty and ſtation to 
whigh they may be called. —Youth is the time 
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i for'this acquirement ; but a trifling youth. is 
laying vp in ſtore 4 larger matter for bitter 
"fepehtunce. 

-T- obſerve further, THE exorcr YOUNG 
cn MAKE or THEIR FIRST FRIENDS 
AND AccuAfNTANC R, WILL HAVE «A'-GREST 
LU ENeRE ON THEIR FUTURE WELFARE AND 
{ COMFORT IN LITE. Theſe firſt connections 


commofily lead on to more laſting and im- 
portant ones, they give a turn to his mind, and 


almoſt necefſarily involve him in that way 6f liſe 


which he is likely to purſue ever aſterwards. 
In this ſenſe Solomon tells us, that a companion 
of fools ſhall be deſtroyed. All the ways of ſin 
commonly lead to ſickneſs: and poverty, they 
plunge men in ſorrow and calamities of many 
ſorts; you may look around you and ſee this 


»vefified- every day. The natural end of a 


prodigal ſon or daughter (if not reformed) is 
mame and miſery to themſelves, and grief 

and ſorrow to their friends; and oche chat 
- walketh with ſuch, muſt expect their lot: he 
will gradually be led into their follies: and 
vices, he will get more and more connected 
with them # he will be at length involved in 
their 
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their miſery, in their diſgrace, and ruin.—1 
could bring many inſtances, my young friends, 
to prove this; I could tell you of many well- 
inſtructed and well diſpoſed young perſons, 
who have been thus ſcduced by evil com- 
panions; I could tell you of the children 
of many of the moſt pious and worthy 
families, and even miniſters too, who by 
making a wrong chaice, of their firſt com- 
panions, have brought ruin upon themſelves, 
and heaped ſorrow upon the beſt of parents. 
On the other hand, where the firſt companions 
and friends are prudent, humble, diligent, 
and pious, it leads on to every agreeable 
future connection ſuch perſons will, ſtand 
by each other through life: we can none of 
us ſtand fingle—every man wants friendſhip 
and aſſiſtance from his fellow creatures—good 
companions will be firm and uſeful friends 
bad ones will forſake you, betray you, and 
| diſgrace and ruin both you and themſelves. 
Once more, THEIR RELIGIOUS CHARACTER 
| AND EVERLASTING HAPPINESS WILL BR MUCH 
" INFLUENCED BY THE COMPANY AND FRIEND= 


"SHIP WHICH YOUNG PERSONS FORM IN LIFE. 
In 


* 
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member this plain and impertam truth, the 
we are immortal creatures, that we Arc upon 8 
fate af trial for eternity, and that nothing is ſo 
eſſential to our happineſs as the favour of Gad, 
that our higheſt concern is toſtek and ſec ure at; 
and in order to this, the duties of religion, the 
improvement of our minds in knowledge, in 
holineſs, and all the graces of the Chuiſtian 
temper, is to be the great huſineſs of pur lives: 
that we are frail and fallen creatures, and 
very prone to be led away from God and 
duty, as well as to be remiſs in thoſe great 
concerns; on theſe accounts it is of great uſe 
for young perſons to have not only ſober and 
prudent friends and companions, but ttey 
ſhould alſo be virtuous and religious ones 
they ſnould be ſuch as will encourage and 
animate them in the great duties of religion, 
by their pious example ſuch as will watch 
over them with tenderneſs and love - ſuch as 
will inſtruct them in religious knowledge, by 
their converſation—ſuch as ſhew the beautizs 
of holineſs by a blameleſs life — ſuch as ſhew 
the excellence and happineſs of religion, 
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by cultivating the graces of it in their 
temper, and exerciſing them in their lives. 
Happy is the parent who ſees a ſon or 
daughter ſurrounded with fuc'' ends and 
companions as theſe. Happy is the amiable 
youth whoſe early choice fixes upon ſuch as 
theſe ; in ſuch company the work of religion 
will go on pleaſantly, and the difficulties of it 
be undergone with vigour and reſolution; 
when a pious youth enters life in ſuch con- 
nections, there is a proſpect of a ſteady, 
uniform, and perſevering life of piety ; but 
on the other hand, nothing 1s more ruinous 
to the ſoul, and all the intereſt of religion 
and eternity, than vain, ſinful, and irreligious 
company—the companions of ſuch fools will 
be deſtroyed in their beſt intereſts, in their 
ſouls, and their everlaſting concerns. Evil 
company hardens the heart, fears the con- 
ſcience, makes the mind vain and trifling, it 
prevents good impreſſions being made on the 
heart, it chokes every virtue and grace in its 
firſt bud, and it has a moſt ſad tendency to 
lead aſtray even thoſe that have been uſed to 
walk in the ways of piety and virtue, —Make 
#0 friendſhip, ſays Solomon, with an angry 
\ | an; 


OF COMPANY. 179 


man; and with a furious man thou ſpalt not go, 
left thou learn his ways, and get a ſuare to thy 
foul. And the caution will hold good in 
regard to every kind of ſnare; to keep cloſe 
to God in prayer, and to keep far from evil 
company, is abſolutely neceſſary, in order to 
ſecure our virtue, our piety, and the ever- 
laſting welfare of our ſouls. | 
If any of you ſhould aſk WHO art THESE 
FOOLISH AND DANGEROUS COMPANIONS,THAT 
WE MUST AV01D: I anſwer, the drunken, the 
profane, the debauched, the immoral, and 
perſons of bad repute; however blithe, and 
gay, and kind, and cheerful, and entertaining 
ſuch companions are, they are. ſtill very bad 
ones; yea the idle alſo, the lovers of pleaſure, 
the paſſionate, the vain, and imprudent—theſe 
alſo are bad companions ; he is a bad com- 
panion who is not a good one, and he cannot be 
a good one who is not virtuous and religious. 
But you may aſk WHERE ARE GOOD co 
PANIONS TO BE FOUND :— do not we often 
hear old and grave people complain for want 
of ſuch, as the proper friends and intimates 
of ſober and pious youths ? I anſwer, if 
none ſuch ſhould fall in your way, I would 
Q 2 adviſe 
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adviſe you to aſſociate with cheerful people, 
though older than yourſelves; I am fure they 
would readily admit you into their company, 
and you may be happy with them. But 
after all, religious and virtuous youths may 
be found by thoſe who feek after them, and 
wilt deferve them; thoſe moftly complain 
for want of them, who are unworthy of 
fliem , who are peevith, or refrved, or haughty, 
et apt to complain, He chat will have 
good friends, muſt ſhew himſelf friendly 
# good temper, a ſober carriage, meeknefs 
of ſpitit, humility; cheerfulneſs-of mind, and 
an enlarged heart, will naturally draw wiſe 


and good filends to you in every place: matty 


Want ſuch companions, who do trot diſcover 


It, becauſe they know not where to find ſuch. 


Bf Au 1 T0 BE RUDE tr PERSONS OF BAD 


EHAKATTER NECESSARILY COME IN MY WAY 


by no means; be always civil, my young 


fflenas carry cafe and ſociableneſs with you 
Wherever you go— the world has a right to 
this carriage but temember there may be 
abundance of civility, and every article -of 
good manners, where there is no friendſhip, 
n intimacy at all. If ybu would avoid 


evil 
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evil company, let me entreat you not to 
be haſty in chooſing your friendſhips and 
acquaintance. As ſoon as you enter on the 
world, and ſeem fit for acquaintance, the-idle, 
the thoughtleſs, and the wicked will im- 
mediately run to you, embrace you, love and 
court you at firſt ſight ; there is an eagerneſs 
in ſuch to enſnare and captivate you, in order 
to keep themſelves, in countenance: but wiſer 
perſons, and youths of better character, will 
keep off in common civilities at firſt, - they 
will know you before they embrace you; but 
when they do embrace you, they will do it 
with all their hearts. Do not ruſh haſtily 
then into friendſhips and intimacies, but take 
time to chooſe with prudence and wiſdom. 
In the choice of companions a parent's advice 
will be of great uſe, and ought to be regarded; 
a wiſe parent will not peremptorily chooſe his 
child's friends, he will not abſolutely preſcribe 
to him on this delicate head: true friendſhip 
muſt be a perſonal choice; but a parent-ought 
to be conſulted, and has a right to put a 
negative, and ſay with whom you ſhall not 
be intimate. In regard to every choice, every 
connection which you may form now or in 


Q 3 ſuture 
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future life, one rule is uni verſal a bad man 
cannot be a good companion, a fafe friend, a 
good huſband, or a good father. To con- 
clude, the very beſt advice I can give you is, 
that you make God your counſellor in every 
thing, that you pray daily to him, take 
direction from his word, follow the leadings 
of his providence, and act in every thing as 
thoſe who prefer religion and the favour of 
God above every thing elſe; thus acknowledge 
God in all your ways, and he will direct your 
1 
PRESERVE me, Lord, in time of need, 
For ſuccour to thy throne I flee ; 


But have no merits there to plead — 
My goodneſs cannot reach to thee. 


Oft have my heart and tongue confeſt 
How empty and how poor I am : 
My praiſe can never make thee bleſt, 
Nor add new glones to thy name. 
Yet, Lord, thy ſaints on earth may reap 
Some profit by the good we do; 
Theſe are the company I keep, 
Theſe are the choiceſt friends I know. 


Let others chooſe the ſons of mirth, 
To give a reliſh to their wine; 
I love the man of heavenly birth, 
Whoſe Thoughts and language are divine. 


ADDRESS 
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THE SAD REMEMBRANCE or YOUTHFUL $INS. 


n xxv. 7. 
Remember not the fins of my youth. | 
N this pſalm David is taking a ferious 


review of his paſt life; when the ſins of 
his youth came into his remembrance, ap- 


- peared in aggravated circumſtances, and 
greatly affected his pious mind, this was the 
occaſion of that earneft prayer in the text : 
Remember not the fins of my youth. We know 
not to what particular fins David might refer, 
but we have no reaſon to conclude that they 
were of a notorious kind; he was religious 
when young, and therefore we may ſuppoſe 
that they were only fuch fins as young perſons 
in common are inclined to, and are more 
eſpecially addicted to in the early part of liſe: 
whatever thelc fins were, he thought of chem 
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with ſhame and humiliation ; and "earneſtly 
implored divine forgiveneſs. Remember not, 
faith he, that is, do not call me to account, 
do not puniſh me for the fins of my youth: 
on theſe words I think we may naturally 
ground this propoſition, THAT THE RE- 
MEMBRANCE OF YOUTHFUL SINS WILL $0 
AFFECT GOOD MEN IN THEIR RIPER YEARS, 
AS TO FURNISH MATTER FOR DEEP HUMI- 
LIATION AND EARNEST PRAYER,—Let me 
point out to you ſome of thoſe fins to which 
young perſons are particularly expoſed, and 
-which they will afterwards remember with 
ſhame and ſorrow. And here give me leave 
to mention UNCHASTITY IN THOUGHTS, 
'WORDS, AND ACTIONS, as what is too often 
* the ſin of youth: of impure actions there are 
various kinds, ſome more groſs and flagrant, 
| and others which are often looked upon with 
more allowance in youth; but I need not 
enter into particulars, they will readily occur 
to the mind of thoſe who are conſcious of 
guilt, Solomon had ſuch perſons in view, 
when he ſaid, (Prov, vii. 7.) 1 looked among the 
youths, and beheld among the ſimple ones, 4 
; young 
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young man void of underſtanding : ſuch are all 
they who indulge them void of underſtanding ; 
every degree of them, and every approach to 
them, debaſes and pollutes the mind, is con- 
trary to. God's holy law, and is altogether 
hateful to him who is of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity, and in whoſe ſight no fin is 
ſmall.Voung perſons are in danger (eſpecially 
when in.company with thoſe of their own age) 
of contracting guilt By IMPURZ AND INDECENT 
woRDs; however harmleſs ſome people may 
eſteem a looſe, filthy kind of converſation, 
the word of God moſt plainly and ſolemnly | 
| condemns it: as for all uncleanneſs, ſays the 
Apoſtle (Ephe/.: v. 3, 4+), let it not be once 
named among you, as becometh ſaints ; neither 
Aubing, nor fooliſb talking, ner jeſting. Nei- 
ther are IMPURE THOUGHTS more allowed by 
the word of God, than impure words or 
actions; theſe may be frequently and in- 
voluntarily ſuggeſted to the mind, and this 
mere ſuggeſtion, when directly oppoſed, is 
no ſin ; but when they are indulged, when 
they are thought of over and over again, and 
rolled like a ſweet morſel under the tongue, 
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they pollute the ſoul as really, and are as diſ- 
pleaſing in the eyes of that God who ſearches 
the heart, as if they were brought forth into 
action: he ſees the inclination to evil, and 
where that is indulged and cheriſhed, it is not 
the fear of God, but the want of opportunity, 
or ſome other ſelfiſh motive that prevents the 
evil being performed. He has expreſsly de- 
clared that the thought of focliſhneſs is ſin; 
and our Lord (in Matt. v. 28.) has pro- 
nounced him as really guilty before God, who 
does but lock on any forbidden obje 7 to defire '"» 
as if he had gratified his deſire. 
The next youthful ſin I ſhallmention, is PRIDE 
AND SELF-CONCEIT ; there is no diſpoſition 
more contrary to the nature and will of God, 
it ruined our firſt parents, and millions of their 
offspring: it is more efpecially apparent in 
young people, and diſcovers itſelf in a variety 
of ways—ſome value themſelves highly on 
being born of more wealthy parents than others, 
and look with contempt on the poor, who per- 
| haps in many reſpects are much their ſuperiors 
—others value themſelves greatly on that 
deceitful thing called beauty, which perhaps 
after 
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after all exiſts only in their own proud conceit 
of . themſelves, or at beſt is only a gift of 
nature, and fading as the flower of the field 
—this diſpoſition almoſt univerſally ap- 
pears amung young people in an undue 
fondneſs for the ornaments of dreſs and 
clothing, and in a very unbecoming concern 
to ſhew their finery, for which after all they 
are indebted to beaſts or inſe&s, the true 
original owners. But perhaps in no inſtances 
do young perſons diſcover greater or more 
fooliſh pride than in their high opinion of their 
mental endowments, in their ſkill and abilities, 
which they cannot bear to have called in 
queſtion; in their underſtanding and know- 
ledge, which makes them averſe to be in- 
ſtructed; in diſregarding, and ſometimes 
almoſt deſpiſing, the counſc] of their wiſer 
friends ; in their fondneſs for their own way, 
and in their averſion to any control or re- 
ſtraint. To ſee a young perſon, ſays one, 
who has but juſt, as it were, opened his eyes 
on the world, who knows very little, and has 
had no expcrience; to ſee ſuch a creature 
proud, and conceited, and ſelf-willed, and 


contradict, and cenſure others, as if he knew 
all, 
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all, and was the only wiſe man upon earth 
what can be more hateful or prepoſterous ; 
but it is not only fo in the eyes of man, but 
of God, be knows the proud afar off —he 
reſiſtetb the proud; 3” but giveth grace unto the 
Bumble: the meek he will guide in judgment, the 
meek he will teach his way. 

Next to this, and which indeed i is generally 
the conſequence of it, is DISOBEDIENCE TO 
PARENTS; this is another fin with which 
young people are chargeable, and which they 
will remember with ſorrow another day, The 
authority of parents over their children is very 
ſtrongly expreſſed in ſcripture, and a diſregard 
to it is repreſented as a very great ſin. Honour 
thy father and thy motber was not only one of 
the ten commandments 'given to the Jews, 
but is frequently repeated in the New Teſ- 
tament with a peculiar emphaſis, and is 
mentioned as the firſt commandment with pro- 
miſe. Niſobedience to parents is mentioned 
by the Apoſtle in a very black catalogue of 
vices, which he foretold would prevail in 
perilous times, —It is ſaid, (Deut. xxvü. 16.) 
Curſed be be that ſutetb light by his father or 


his 
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his mother. And Prov. xxx. 17. is a very 
awful paſſage to this purpoſe, the eye that 
mocketh at his Father, and deſpiſeth to obey his 
mother, the ravens of the valley ſhall pick it out, 
and the young eagles ſhall eat it. But, alas! 
how apt are young perſons to forget ſuch 
paſſages as theſe; and through their pride and 
obſtinacy, to diſregard the authority of their 
parents, in doing which they deſpiſe the 
authority of God, and run into thoſe ſins 
from which their parents care would have 
reſtrained them. In ſome inſtances this has 
brought their parents gray hairs with ſorrow to 
the grave; and in many others has given them 
ſuch uneaſineſs, as hath furniſhed diſobedient 
children with abundant matter for painful re- 
flections and bitter repentance, when their 
parents were laid in the duſt. —Allow me to 
add further, that young people are prone To 
INDULGE THEMSELVES IN EXCESSIVE MIRTH 
AND UNDUE GAIETY OF TEMPER.—It is a 
common plea that religion was never deſigned 
to make perſons melancholy, and that many 
* paſſages in ſcripture allow cheerfulneſs to 
youth; this is very juſt - God forbid you 

R ſhould 
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ſhould think otherwiſe— be cheerful, and lively, 
and happy : rejoice O young man in thy youth; 
and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy 
youth; but ſtill regulate your pleaſures, both as 
to their kind and degree, as thoſe who know 
that God will bring you into judgment. No 
pleaſure is lawful that is not innocent, no 
mirth allowable that will not bear the teſt of 
that day. Alas! how will they anſwer for it 
| on that day, the greateſt part of whoſe time 
is ſpent in amuſements and diverſions, as they 
are called ; whoſe only delight is to be with 
gay company and merry people; and who 
waſte that money and thoſe hours in faſhionable 
or fooliſh ſports, which ought to be employed 
in learning, or buſineſs, in reading their 
bible, and praying to God. When your 
amuſements are expenſive beyond what you 
can afford, or break in on the time which you 
otherwiſe ought to have employed in buſineſs, 
or religious exerciſes, or karning, and eſpecially 
if they unfit you for devotion, and make you 
indiſpoſed to it, they are undoubtedly ſinful, 

and you will remember them with forrow 
another day.—Under this head I might 


mention 
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mention A VAIN, TRIFLING; CHILDISH DIS- 
POSITION, which young people are prone to 1n- 
dulge, and which leads them to ſay and do ſuch 
things as cannot properly be called vices, but 
which anſwer no good end, and are hardly 
worthy the name of diverſions; and which at 
belt only ſerve to raiſe a laugh among their 
companions: ſuch a temper occaſions a great 
diſſipation of thought, and waſtes a deal of 
time which might be employed in ſome more 
uſeful and manly recreations ; yt anſwers no 
good end, it often makes a perſon look 
ridiculous, it is frequently followed with miſ- 
chievous conſequences—and for all theſe things 
God will bring you into judgment. No doubt 
there is ſuch a thing as innocent mirth and 
laudable cheerfulneſs ; it is eaſy to conceive 
how this may become an ornament to true 
religion, and improve its influence on the 
mind; but, alas! young people through the 
thoughtleſſneſs and levity of their temper, run 
into the other extreme; they purſue their 
trifling amuſements with ſo much eagerneſs, 
that they loſe every ſerious impreſſion, if they 
ever had any, and bring their minds into 

R 2 ſuch 
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ſuch a giddy, trifling frame, as prevents ſerious 
impreſſions from being made there. Solomon 
ſays of laughter, it is mad; and of mirth, what 
doth it? What profit is there in it, what 
pleaſure in the reflection; alas! what doth it? 
Does it not often drive ſerious thoughts from 
the mind? Does it not lead thoſe who indulge 
it, to put off religion, and forget death and 
judgment, which however come on with equal 
ſpeed, whether thought of or not? Old age, 
or the cares of life, or an early death come 
on them before they are aware; it finds them 
unprepared, the great work of life undone — 
and the conſequence is deplorable beyond 
expreſſion. If this ſnould not be the caſe, if 
through divine mercy you ſhould hereafter be 
brought to conſider your ways, and be wiſe, 
yet depend upon it, my young friends, you 
will then eat the bitter fruit of ſuch fooliſh 
doings; you will, like Job, poſſeſs the iniguities 
of your youth; and at one time or other, in 
judgment or in mercy, be filled with your own 
Ways: you will then ſay (as in Fer. xxxi. 19) 
ſurely after that I was turned, J repented; and 
after that I was inſtrufted, I ſmote upon my 
thigh : 
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thigh : I was aſhamed, yea, even confounded, 
becauſe I did bear the reproach of my youth. — 

WHILE YOUNG YOU ARE RECEIVING 
DISTINGUISHING. AND PECULIAR MARKS 
OF THE DIVINE CARE AND BOUNTY: and 


ſhall this be the ſeaſon for ſinning againſt 
God? In the time of youth you may 
do moſt for God; there is a warmth of 
affection, great leiſure, and every thing to 
invite you to duty and happineſs; if this, 
therefore, has been a time of diſſipation, 
folly, and various ſins, what ſad reflections 
will it occaſion - your hearts will be filled with 
ſhame, and grief, and ſurpriſe, while you 
look back on them. And you will frequently 
bow before the throne of mercy, with the 
Pfalmiſt's petition : * Lord, remember not the 
cc fins of my youth; they are ſo many and 
« great, that 1 cannot help remembering 
« them, nor can 1 do it without ſhame and 
« confuſion. I am amazed. at thy long 
« ſuffering, O God, that. I was not cut off 
« with this and the other companion in fin, 
and called with all my - guilt on my head, 
ce to thy judgment ſeat: it is of thy mercy, 
© that I am not utterly conſumed, becauſe 
R 3 ce thy 
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«c 


cc 


cc 


(c 


cc 


thy compaſſion faileth not. Alas! what 
impurity has there been in many of my 
thoughts, words, and actions; what pride, 
what ſelf-conceit has lodged in this poor 
ignorant heart of mine. I thought myſelf 


« ſomething when I was nothing : this pride 


cc 


cc 


cc 


c«c 


La) 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


c 


A 


cc 


« 


and ignorance have led me to a thouſand 
inſtances of diſobedience to parents and 
teachers; in many inſtances I have ſet light 
by my father and mother, and brought 
myſelf hereby under the curſe of Almighty 
God, and filled their hearts with ſorrow 
and pain.— Alas! how often have I in- 
dulged in exceſſive mirth and undue gatety, 
till I have expoſed my own folly and 
weakneſs, baniſhed every ſerious thought, 
broke through the rules of decorum, and 
even decency ; and made others as vain, 
and fooliſh, and trifling as myſelf: my 
childhood and youth have been vanity ; in 
conſequence of all this I forgot God, 
neglected, and ſometimes even made a jeſt 


« of religion, laughed at ſerious godlineſs, 


cc 


and made @ mock at fin. Fool that I was 


* what time have I loſt, what evil have I 


done, 


— 
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cc done, what guilt have I contracted? 7 
« have gone aſtray from the womb : O Lord, 
cc thou knoweſt my fooliſhneſs from my youth up; 
cc and if thou hadit dealt with me as mine 
ce iniquities deſerve, I ſhould now have had 
c my lot with thoſe young ſinners who are 
cc lifting up their eyes in torments, many of 
« whom were my companions in folly ; and 
cc might have been this day their companion 
te jn miſery.” — Thus youthful ſins will be 
recollected, and lamented, and mourned 
over, by thoſe who in after life become 
thoughtful and ſincere chriſtians. But 
what if youthful fins ſhould lead you on to a 
wicked life, which it is a thouſand to one but 
they will, how bitter then will be the re- 
flections of a dying hour; or if there ſhould 
be no time for reflections at that awful ſeaſon, 
how agonizing and intolerable will they prove 
in the other dark, eternal world—they will be 
like a gnawing worm that never dies, er like 
a fire that cannot be quenched. 

My young friends, the end of all I have 
been ſaying is this, to guard you againſt 
youthful ſins; the fins to which your age, 

your 
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your circumftances, your temper, particularly 
expoſe you, that you may eſcape many of 
theſe melancholy refleftions. Be exhorted 
then as Paul adviſes Timothy, to flee youthful 
luſts, which war againſt the ſoul: guard againſt 
pride and ſelf-conceit, lean not to your own 
underſtanding be clothed with humility —obey 
your parents—be adviſed by your friends— 
take the counſel of your teachers and miniſters 
—affociate with the wiſe and good—watch 
againſt that natural levity to which you are 
prone—do. not indulge yourſelves to an undue 


degree in mirth and gaiety, and in an unre- 


ſtrained purſuit of pleaſures and amuſements. 
Whenever you exceed the bounds of wiſdom 
and prudence, be aſſured it will hurt your 
mind, injure your character, deſtroy your 
confidence in God, ſpoil the pleaſure of 
prayer, and lay a foundation for future re- 
pentance and remorſe. I beſeech you above 
all, never make light of youthful ſins; God 
does not make light of them, and you will 
not in days to come. The paths of humility, 
prudence, and piety, will lead you to honour 
in the world, to a peaceful old age, and a 
happy eternity. You have been guilty of 

: many 
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many of theſe ſins of youth, which I have 
now ſpecified. Be earneſt in prayer, that 
God would pardon the fins of your youth; 
that they may not follow you through life, 
and riſe in judgment againſt you at his bar: 
pray for the aids of his holy ſpirit, to preſerve 
you for the future, that you may not repeat 
your youthful ſins and follies. And you may 
plead with him for this great mercy, ſaying, 
Lord, if thou haſt not ſpared thy own ſin, but 
given him up for us all, wilt thou not alſo with him 
freely give us all things? If our fathers give 
good things to their children, wilt thou not much 
more give thy holy ſpirit to them that aſe it.— 
Now is your time to be wiſe, and good, and 
happy ; you have few cares, you have great 
advantages ; you perhaps know young per- 
ſons with whom you may aſſociate; you have 
more aged and experienced friends, who wall 
adviſe you, and ſtrengthen your hands in 
God; you have the promiſes of divine help, 
of acceptance through Chriſt, and a crown 
of glory before you: ftand therefore in theſe 
paths ; inquire ye for the good old way, and 
walk therein, and ye ſhall find reſt to your 


ſouls. Amen, 
HY MN. 


— —— —— —— — 
— — — —— am. — 
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HYMN. 
ROM the firſt dawning light, 
Till the dark ev'ning riſe, 


For thy ſalvation may I wait 
With ever-longing eyes. 


Remember all thy grace, 
And lead me in thy truth : 
Forgive the ſins of riper days, 
And follies of my youth. 


The Lord is juſt and kind ; 

The meek ſhall learn his ways 
And every humble ſinner find 

The methods of his grace. 


For his own goodneſs ſake 
He ſaves my ſoul from ſhame : 


He pardons (tho' my guilt be great) 
Thro' my Redeemer's name, 


ADDRESS 


ADDRESS VMI. 


GOD'S GRACIOUS REMEMBRANCE OF THE 
KINDNESS OF OUR YOUTH, 


—————— 
JEREMIAH ii. 2. 


Thus ſaith the Lord, I remember thee, the 
kindneſs of thy youth, 


OD faid this of Iſrael, even after they 
had revolted from him ; and he will 
much more ſay it of you, my young friends, 
if you devote your youthful days to his ſer- 
vice, and continue ſteadfaſt in his covenant, 
My deſign is to ſhew you that early piety is 
peculiarly acceptable to God, that there are 
many reaſons why it ſhould be ſo; and there 
are many ways in which God will expreſs his 
regard to, and acceptance of it. 
When God fays, I remember thee, the 
kindneſs of thy youth, it intimates, that HE 


MARKS THE FIRST OPENING OF RELIGION 
IN 
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IN THE SOULS OF PIOUS YOUNG PERSONS.—Tt 
is impoſſible to ſay how ſoon young minds 
may be impreſſed with divine things, though 
they cannot form adequate notions concerning 
the great truths of religion; yet their little 
hearts may be taught to glow with gratitude 
and love to God, even when fitting on the lap, 
or ſtanding at the knee, of a pious and tender 
parent; and are there inſtructed to conceive 
of God, as the kind parent of all, and as 
loving them better and being more careful of 
them, than thoſe of whoſe tenderneſs and 
affection every day gives them large ex- 
perience. Thus they may be taught to 
love the name of Jeſus, when they are told 
he ſuffered death in order to deliver them 
from it; though they know but little of 
that death from which he delivers, or of that 
happineſs to which he wall raiſe his faithful 
diſciples. - In the ſame manner they may be 
inſpired with an earneſt deſire of heaven, 
though they can only conceive of it as a place 
where there is no pain, or fickneſs, or death, 
and where they ſhall enjoy every thing that 
can make them happy. And even ſuch infant 

deſires 


" 
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defires as theſe ſhall by no means go un- 
noticed ; God will remember the firſt rifing 
wiſh to know, love, and ſerve him; he 
will obſerve the firſt dawning of light and 
knowledge, and the earlieſt aſpirations of 
ſoul after himſelf, the firſt fruits of the ſpirit 
on -the heart, and will by no means deſpiſe 
the day of ſmall things poſſibly at that time 
you ſcarce knew how to put your thoughts 
into a regular petition, or what to aſk for as 
you ought; but God knew the groanings 
which you could not utter, the unformed 
wiſh that centered in himſelf was more plea- 
ſing to him than all the powers of the ſublimeſt 
eloquence : yes, my young friends, when the 
ſeeds of his grace, that may be ſown in any of 
your hearts, ſhall ſpring up to a glad harveſt 
of eternal life, you will then be tranſported 
with joy, to find that the moſt feeble of your 
defires werenumbered by your heavenly Father, 
and recorded for your everlaſting advantage 
in the book of his remembrance. 

The words imply further, that God alſo 
marks THE PROGRESS WHICH RELIGION 
MAKES IN THE SOULS OF YOUNG PEOPLE, 

8 AND 
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AND THE MANNER IN WHICH IT EXPRESSES 
ITSELF :—he ſaw how one good impreſſion 
after another led you on to the great act of 
ſelf-dedication, of giving yourſelves up to 
God, through Jeſus Chriſt; when you ſaid 
unto the Lord, hou art my Lord, and, what- 
ever others do, I will ſerve thee, his eye was 
upon you—he was there, when in the moſt 
ſecret place you have ſaid, O God, thou art 
my God, early will I ſeek thee, becauſe thy 
loving kindneſs is better than life : he hath ſeen 
every act of ſecret devotion, when retired 
from the gay and tempting ſcenes of the 
world, the overflowings | of your ' grateful 
heart broke forth into ſuch language as this, 
Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is 
none on earth I defire beſides thee? Ob! y 
Father, my Father, thou art the guide of my 
youth. OY | | 

He obſerves when this kindneſs of your youth 
engages you to excerciſe SELF-DENIAL FOR 
HIS SAKE :—When as in the words juſt after 
our text, it leads you to follow him through 
the wilderneſs, through a land that is not ſown, 


Be aſſured when you ſubmit to this or the 
other 


— 
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other difficulty out of regard to him; when 
you avoid enſnaring companions, or deny 
yourſelves this or that ſinful indulgence for his 
name's ſake; when you try to overcome this 
or the other evil temper, or bear with patience 
and cheerfulneſs the contempt of ſcorners, or 
the perſecution of the wicked; when you 
ſtand firm to God and his ſervice, in a family 
where he is diſhonoured, in company where 
religion is ridiculed ; and take up your croſs 
of ſclf-denial, and private prayer, and reading 
the ſcriptures, and ſanctifying the ſabbath— 
be aſſured he ſees you in all theſe circumſtances 
with approbation, his arm ſhall ſtrengthen 
you, his grace be ſufficient for you, and his 
boundleſs goodneſs ſhall at length preſent you 
with a reward (not of debt, but of grace), to 
which you ſhall gratefully acknowledge all 
your little ſufferings were infinitely diſpro- 
portioned. 

Once more, he remembers with peculiar 
approbation THE ZEAL WHICH YOU AT ANY 
TIME HAVE MANIFESTED FOR HIS HONOUR 
AND GLORY, AND THE GOOD OF OTHERS :— - 
when you have in ſecret lamented the wicked- 

S 2 neſs 
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neſs around you, and offered up your earneft 
prayers for any of your relatives or friends, or 
companions, that God would bring them to 
repentance and ſalvation ; if any of you have 
met together for this purpoſe, to pray for 
yourſelves or others, to converſe on the things 
of God, and ftrengthen each others hands in 
him, God was there, he hearkened and heard, 
and a book of remembrance was written; aud 
they ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord, in that day 
when I make up my jewels. When you have 
attempted to recommend the word of God, 
or put ſerious and uſeful books: into the 
hands of your companions, with a defire of 
doing good to their ſouls, God has marked 
this kindneſs of your youth, and this your 
love to thoſe about you; eſpecially when you 
have at any time had boldneſs to reſiſt temp- 
tations to fin; with an open declaration of 
your abhorrence of it, when you have had 
courage to reprove young tranſgreſſors, or 
tenderneſs and zeal enough to expoſtulate with 
them about the evil of their doings, and to 
recommend the ſervice of God and Chriſt to 
them as their beſt intereſts, their higheſt good, 

and 
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and trueſt happineſs. When you have told 
them what pleaſure attends his ſervice here, 
and what a reward will follow it hereafter, and 
how little the world is capable of affording to 
balance all this ; whenever and wherever you 
have done this, and whether your well meant 
endeavours have ſucceeded or not, this zeal for 
God, this kindneſs of your youth, is written 
in the records of heaven, and God remembers 
it to your honour and praiſe. Such a temper 
and diſpoſition muſt be pleaſing to God, in 
whomſoever, and at what age ſoever, it is 

found. It is the work of his ſpirit on the 
heart, from whom all holy deſires and good 
purpoſes proceed: it is in ſome degree the 
reſemblance of his own perfections; it is 
ſomething of his image, who went about doing 
good; but it is peculiarly pleaſing to God in 
young perſons, becauſe it is a rare and 
uncommon thing. That dreadful deluſion, the 
hope of a long life, has peculiar advantages 
for cheating thoſe who are only in the begin- 
ning of it; and they flatter themſelves with 
the hope of @ more convenient ſeaſon : their 
thirſt for pleaſure, the ſtrength of their paſ- 


83 ſions, 
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ſions, and the feebleneſs of their judgment, all 
conſpire to make them an eaſy prey to ſin and 
death ; they will not take it on truſt that the 
pleaſures of fin are deceitful, and the ways of 
fin deſtructive, how ready ſoever they may be 
to believe implicitly in other caſes. Here alas 
they chooſe to try for themſelves, rather than 
truſt the better opinion and greater experience 
of their wifer friends. How amiable both in 
the ſight of God and man, is that young 
perſon who dares to be ſingular, who, inſtead 
of following a multitude to do evil, chooſes 
the better part, and travels the narrow, and 
(as he is ſometimes ready to think) the almoſt 
forſaken path that leads to life. What wiſdom 
does he ſhew in ſuch a choice? What faith 
in the promiſed end, and what confidence in 
God the faithful promiſer? Yes, my young 
friends, whoever you are, the God of heaven, 
from amidft the hallelujahs of angels, ſtoops 
to view you with pleaſure ; Jeſus ſmiles on 
you, and not a breaſt in all the heavenly 
world but glows with affection and love to 
the young adventurer, 


Further, 
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Further, early piety is peculiarly acceptable 

to God, as 1T Is AN EARNEST OF A LONG 
LIFE TO BE SPENT IN HIS SERVICE; if he fees 
fit to ſpare it. The difficulties that attend 
ſetting out in any new courſe of life, are for the 
moſt part greater than any which are to be 
met with in the ſucceeding part of it; this is 
eſpecially the caſe in religion; then evil habits 
are moſt difficult to conquer, and evil com- 
pany to break through, and Chriſtian duty 
to perform; but when theſe difficulties are 
conquered, the probability 1s ſtronger that we 
ſhall continue ſteadfaſt in the ways of religion. 
It is true that the corruptions that remain in 

the hearts of the beſt, are too prone to bring 
forth fruit unto death ; but thoſe who have, 
through grace, the victory over ſome of 
them, are not ſo likely to be overcome by the 
remainder, as thoſe who have never eſcaped 
any of the pollutions of the world, through luſt: 
beſides, God has promiſed that he will belp 
them, that he will uphold them, and put bis 
fear in their hearts, that they may not depart 
from bim. Hence ariſes a great probability, 
that thoſe who begin religion young, will 
long 


208 GOD'S REMEMBRANCE OF 


long continue the ornaments of their pro- 
feſſion: there is a docility in youth, and a 
capacity of improvement in thoſe things to 
which they apply, which gives them a great 
advantage over any future age in life —In 
religious concerns there is a certain ſomething, 
I will call it tbe kindneſs of their youth, which 
gives animation and vigour to all their pur- 
ſuits, and particularly fits them for religious 
improvement, and for receiving the ſeeds of 
divine knowledge and grace with peculiar 
advantage; and accordingly we ſee in fact 
that thoſe who have been moſt eminent for 
high attainments in religion, began it 
when young, they entered on a courſe of 
piety in their early years. Hence it appears, 
that a good beginning promiſes a good 
ending, and muſt therefore be pleaſing in the 
ſight of God; theſe young plants of grace are 
like trees planted by the rivers of water, which 
not only bring forth fruit in their ſeaſon, but 
bring it forth to old age, if not plucked up 
or cut down before their time. Piety itſelf 
cannot ſecure you from death; but this it can 
do, it will make this foe your friend, it will 

tranſlate 
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tranſlate you to the paradiſe of God, where 
your leaves ſhall not wither, and where every 
thing you do ſhall proſper : this may indeed 
break off your ſchemes of uſefulneſs, and 
your purpoſes of greater piety and holineſs, 
but ſtill God will remember the kind intention 
of your youth ; here he beholds it and loves 
it, there he will remember and reward it. 

Once more, early piety will be peculiarly 
acceptable to God, as IT WILL HAVE A 
PECULIAR WEIGHT IN RECOMMENDING RE- 
EIGION TO OTHERS, What is noble or un- 
common attracts attention. Alas! early: 
piety is a novelty in theſe days. It is re- 
corded of Moſes, when he had been in the 
mount with God, that his face ſhone; ſo as 
to be obſerved by all; and ſomething like 
this will be the caſe with thoſe, who are re- 
markable for early ſeriouſneſs, their temper 
and conduct will be ſo different from others; 
that many muſt obſerve it; though ſome may 
affect to deride them for it, and endeavour to 
divert the attention of others from them, yet 
when the beauties of religion come recom- 
mended by the charms of youth, they have 
a luſtre 
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a luſtre which almoſt neceſſarily attracts the 
regard of many. How naturally will ſome 
inquire what could produce ſuch a change; 
and how will they wiſh to partake of thoſe 
pleaſures, which even youth (prone as it 1s to 
ſenſual gratifications) prefer to all the allure- 
ments of time and ſenſe. How uſeful, my 
young friends, might you be, what a ſpirit 
of zeal would your early piety awaken in 
older chriſtians ; what influence might attend. 
your early exhortations to a life of holineſs ; 
how cogent would your arguments be in 
recommending the ſervice of Chriſt and the 
ways of religion; and how, would your ex- 
ample quicken to greater diligence thoſe, who 
with more advantages and more years, have 
made leſs improvement in religion than 
you. | | 

I can but juſt hint at THz ways IN WHICH 
WE MAY REASONABLY EXPECT GOD WILL 


SHEW HIS REGARD TO, AND APPROBATION 


OF, EARLY PIETY.—And here let me obſerve, 
that you may expect PECULIAR ASSISTANCE 
IN THE GREAT WORK OF RELIGION, Though 
evil habits may not have gained that ſtrength 


in 
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in you, which they have in older ſinners, yet 
without conſtant care they will grow and 
ſtrengthen; but here you have ground to 
hope for extraordinary help from God; he 
knows the weakneſs of your reaſon, the 
ſtrength of your paſſions, the power of 
temptations, the influence of bad examples, 
and he will make his grace ſufficient for you; 
ſometimes it ſhall be manifeſted in keeping 
you out of temptations, at other times in 
ſupporting you in the midſt of them; he will 
preſerve ſome of you by bringing you into 
religious families and connections, and others 
by bringing them under the ſevereſt afflictions 
to take away their ſins. By one means or 
other you ſhall find that God is faithful, who 
hath promiſed to keep you from falling ; he 
will be a preſent help in every time of need. 
You may alſo expect SOME PECULIAR Ma- 
NIFESTATIONS OF DIVINE FAVOUR AND LOVE 
ro YOUR SOULS, and much ſweet communion 
and intercourſe with God. If you ever knew 
the pleaſures of devotion, of humiliation 
before God, of committing yourſelves to his 
care, of entreating his favour and bleſſing, of 

gratitude 
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gratitude for temporal and ſpiritual mercies, 
above all for Jeſus Chriſt, and the hope of 
eternal life through him; if you ever knew 
any thing of this, I am” perſuaded you did 
not then regret any of the pleaſures of fin you 
had parted with for theſe ; you did not envy 
the men of the world their carnal enjoyments, 
nor young ſinners all their youthful pleaſures ; 
no—your language then was, whom have I in 
heaven but thee, and there is none on earth I 
defire befides thee : much of this joy in God, 
and holy intercourſe of ſoul with him, you 
have reaſon to expect. Thus God will repay 
the kindneſs of your youth, and the love of your 
eſpouſals : if any man love me, ſays Chriſt, the 
Father will love bim; and Iwill manifeſt myſelf 
to him, and we will come and make our abode 
with him: and how happy muſt ſuch a ſoul be? 
You may, further, expe& PROTECTION IN 
YOUR PASSAGE THROUGH LIFE.—Y ou may 
ſay with David, the Lord is my light and my 
ſalvation, whom ſhall I fear; the Lord is the 
frrength of my life, of whom ſhall I be afraid: 
in the time of my trouble be will aid me; he 
ſhall ſet my feet on a rock; and my head ſpall 
be 
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ze lifted up above mine enemies round about; 
and can any thing be more deſirable for you 


who are ſo young, and weak, and ignorant, 
and ſurrounded with enemies and danger on 
every ſide? You may alſo expect such A 
SHARE IN THE BOUNTIES OF PROVIDENCE, AS 
SHALL BE BEST FOR YOU; not every thing 
you wiſh or pray for, and may juſtly make 
the matter of your prayer, but thoſe things 
which are really good for you, and which he 
knows will be ſo better than you do: he will 
give you grace and glory, and withhold no good 
thing from you, while you walk uprightly before 
him. 

HE WILL ORDER THE TIME OF YOUR DE- 
PARTURE FROM THIS LIFE IN LOVE AND 
MERCY—Whether at an early period he takes 
you from the evil to come, or ſpares you to 
the ſufferings and duties of old age, that you 
may promote his glory; whether you die at 
your own houſe, amidſt your weeping friends, 
or at inn, or in the high way, or by a ſudden 
ſtroke, or a lingering diſorder, all ſhall be 
ordered by infinite wiſdom and love - and ſome 
kind angel ſhall ſtand waiting to receive your 
departing ſpirit, and convey it to thoſe happy 

p regions, 
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regions, where affliftion and death ſhall be 
known no more. 

Finally, you May EXPECT A CROWN 
PECULIARLY BRIGHT AND GLORIOUS, —[If you 
improve your talents, your youth, your 

ſtrength, and vigour, for the glory of your 

maſter, he will honour you at his appearing, 
in proportion as you have honoured him here. 
By every day that you neglect religion now, 
you proportionably diminiſh your future 
glory, and pluck a ſhining diamond from 
your eternal crown: doubtleſs every chriſtian 
hall ſhine at laſt as the ſtars of the firmament; 
but thoſe who begin ſoon, and walk humbly 
and cloſely with God all their days, ſhall ſhine 
es ftars of the firſt magnitude, yea, as ſuns in 
the kingdom of their heavenly father ; then you 
will know infinitely beyond what you can now 
conceive the import of this gracious promiſe, 
remember thee, the kinaneſs of thy youth: 
what a motive 1s this to early piety. God 
will notice your firſt defires after him; he will 
remember your ſelf-denial, your love, your 
zeal for him and his glory; he will remember 
ALL the kindueſs of your youth, to your preſent 
and everlaſting advantage; but if you forſake 
| him, 
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him, and walk in the ways of evil men, the 
fins of your youth will reproach you even to 
old age; God will remember them, and 
puniſh you for them, and they will make 
bitter work for repentance, either 1n this 
world or that which is to come. It is true, 
that in the ways of religion you may not 
have ſo many companions, as in the ways of 
ſin, but you will have more wiſe ones; you 
may have your name reproached, and caſt out 
as evil for your religion; but this is no more 
than your maſter had before you, even Jeſus 
Chriſt, and God will remember it for good. 
In ſhort, you will have many enemies who- 
will lie in wait to deceive and ruin you; but 
God remembers all this, and you cannot 
ſuppoſe he 1s leſs concerned for the ſafety of 
his children, than their enemies are concerned 
for their ruin: fear not therefore, . ſays God to 
all his ſervants, fear not, 1 am with thee, be 
not diſmayed, I am thy God, I will ſtrengthen 
thee, yea I will help thee, yea I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my righteouſneſs. 
Wait on the Lord therefore, be of good courage, 
and he ſhall ſtrengtben your hearts: wait, T ſay, 


on the Lord. 
1 HT MN. 
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HYMN. 


Think on all thy kindneſs, Lord, 
Which thou haſt ſhown to me; 
Remember thou my young deſires, 
And carly pray'rs to thee. 


Let grace attend my future days, 
To make my virtues ſtrong ; 

May life be ſpent in wiſdom's ways, 
And ended with this ſong : 


« God of my life, I bleſs thy name 
«« For all thy mercies giv'n; 

« Guide of my youth, I truſt thy truth 
«« To bring me ſafe to heav'n. 


ADDRESS 


ADDRESS AN. 


A REGARD TO SCRIPTURE RECOMMENDED. 
TO YOUTH. 


— . — 
PSALM CXIX. 9. 


Iherewith ſhall a young man cleanſe his way? 
By taking heed thereto according to thy word. 


HIS is a queſtion, my young friends, 

of the higheſt importance; it is pe- 
culiarly uſeful and neceſſary for you as you 
grow up in life, as you enter into the ſociety: 
of the ſinful world, as your paſſions grow 
warm, and your temptations to ſin increaſe. 
The youth who aſks this queſtion with ſe- 
riouſneſs and ſolicitude, ſhews at once his 
modeſty, his humility, his good ſenſe, and a 
virtuous and religious temper of mind. Give 
me leave to hope that you meet me now with 
this queſtion in your mouth; and that you 
will often be aſking it with. great ſeriouſneſs 
E 3 at 
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at the fountain of wiſdom and knowled oe, at 


the throne of that heavenly Father, who 
giveth wiſdom liberally, and upbraideth not. 
The words intimate THE DANGER TO 
WHICH YOUNG PERSONS ARE EXPOSED, OF 
BEING LED INTO PROFANE AND VICIOUS 
COURSES, AS THEY GROW UP IN LIFE, —He 
propoſes it as a queſtion of great difficulty 
and of great importance, how a youth may 
preſerve his virtue, and retain the religious 
principles and temper in which he has been 
educated, when he goes abroad into a profane 

and ſinful world. | 
Now the danger and difficulty of doing this 
ariſes, in the firſt place, from TRE STRENGTH 
OF YOUTHFUL PASSIONS. The blood boils, as 
it were, in the veins of youth; then the 
paſſions rife high and become impetuous, 
then the mind 1s without fear and without 
experience, it is indiſpoſed to admit any 
apprehenſion of evil, but prone to- maintain 
the moſt groundleſs hope of good. In ſome, 
one paſſion prevails above all others, as 
pride, anger, ſelfiſhneſs, extravagance, ſinful 
indulgences, ſenſual deſires, &c. But every 
human mind is the ſeat of all the paſſions ; 
i and 
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and whenever a2 young man ſallies out into 
the world, thus hot in temper, and with little 
knowledge, confident of himſelf, and in- 
ſenſible of his- danger, he walks in ſlippery 
places, he runs on the brink of ruin: happy 
indeed is it where theſe paſſions have been 
early reſtrained by a good education, awed 
by a religious one, and directed by a wiſe 
one ; but even then, my young friends, your 
paſſions will be a ſnare to you, —You are alſo 
in great danger FROM THE TEMPTATIONS OF 
A GAY AND SENSUAL WORLD :—theſe temp- 
tations will meet you in every ſituation and 
every path of liſe; they do not wait in lurking 
places till the young man ſeeks them, but 
they intrude themſelves upon him in open 
day, and in the public walks of life; they 


occur every where, and they occur in every - 


form that is likely to win upon youthful 
paſſions, and to ſeduce the unguarded into 
the paths of ſin; they addreſs his luſts, his 
paſſions, his vanities, his courage, and what 
he calls his honour. Unexperienced youths 
are apt to be ſtruck with ſhow and ſplendour; 


when the pomps and grandeur of high lite 


are 
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are played off before their eyes, they are fired 
with ambition; and when the gaiety and 
pleaſures of ſenſualiſts are dreſſed up for their 
view, they ſoon become enamoured with 
them, and their firſt walks in the fields of 
vanity ſeem to be on enchanted ground. Here 
the affectionate parent and the religious 
guardian are full of apprehenſion and fear: 
and, my young friends, it is not a groundleſs 
fear, it is not a fear that envies you any en- 
joyment, but that ſees and feels your danger; 
for pleaſing and innocent as theſe ſcenes of 
pleaſure and ſenſuality may at firſt appear to 
you, they are full of temptations which he 1n. 
wait for your character, your health, your 
reputation, your religion, your immortal 
loul—and your danger is greater becauſe you 
do not ſee it. 

Once more, you are in great danger of being 
led into ſinful courſes by THE ENTICEMENT 
AND COUNTENANCE OF VICIOUS COMPANIONS, 
The natural modeſty of youth will not at 
firſt allow them to commit trangſgreſſions, 
and enter upon ſcenes of wickedneſs when 
alone, which they boldly yenture upon when 

in 


- 


ar 
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in company with profane aſſociates. And the 
timid youth, who at firſt only follows the 
multitude, perhaps with trembling ſteps, to 
do evil, will in a little time be a leader in that 
multitude. No ſooner hath repeated tranſ- 
greſſion formed a young mind to the habit of 
wickedneſs, but he comes forth a bold ad- 
vocate for vice: and now behold the labour 
of his life, the ambition of his wit is to decoy 
the unwary, to ſeduce the innocent, and ſpread 
principles of infidelity and profaneneſs as faſt as 
he can. The character is not new: Solomon 
thus ſtrongly expreſſes the general ſpirit of the 
party, and warns young perſons of the danger 
of their company, Enter not, ſays he, into the 
paths of the wicked, and go not in the way of 


evil men, avoid it, paſs not by it, turn from it, 


and paſs away; for they ſleep not except they 
bave done miſchief, and their flee is taten 


away unleſs they cauſe ſame to fall. And fo 


great is the degeneracy of the preſent age, 
that there are companies of ſuch in almoſt 


every neighbourhood. Malignant finners of 
this ſort, watch for the ruin of others in every 
place. 


The 
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The buſmeſs of the world will carry you, 
my young friends, into a variety. of company 
and connections; but take care whom you 
make your friends, whom. you. commonly or 
frequently affociate with. Thoſe who are 
ſwearers, drunkards, profane in their con- 
verſation, and immoral in their practice, will 
always diſhonour you by a connection with 
you, and by ſuch connection you make a 
ſnare for your own ſouls, The young man's 
progreſs through vice to ruin, commonly 
begins with his entrance into bad company; 
from theſe circumſtances, and many others 
which might be mentioned, you are in danger 
of polluting your ways. 


Let me now explain, and urge upon you, 
THAT METHOD WHICH DAVID RECOMMENDS 


FROM HIS OWN EXPERIENCE, AS THE BEST 
MEANS OF CLEANSING YOUR WAY FROM 
THESE CORRUPTIONS; AND THAT 18, BY 
TAKING HEED THERETO ACCORDING TO 
THE WORD OF GOD,—He recommends this 
from his knowledge of the power and efficacy 
of the word of God to this end; and he ſeems 


to aſſure us, that it will be attended with 
ſucceſs. 


— 
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ſucceſs. And what David found his ſecurity 
amidſt the numerous ſnares and temptations 
of his elevated youth, and wealth, and power, 
and proſpects of royalty, will be an equal 
ſecurity to every young mind in every ſituation 
of life, if ſeriouſly attended to. 

For inſtance, THE PRECEPTS OF THE WORD 
OF 'GOD WILL AFFORD YOUNG PERSONS THE 
BEST ADMONITIONS AND DIRECTIONS FOR 
THIS PURPOSE, —T he whole book of Proverbs 
is full of inſtruction, which is peculiarly 
adapted to youth, and intended to preſerve 
them from the ſnares of vice, and to animate . 
them in the purſuit and practice of religious 
wiſdom; and there are many paſſages in the 
nine firſt chapters which deſerve to be com- 
mitted to memory, and engraven on the 
hearts: but the whole word of God 1s ex- 
cellent for this purpoſe—wherever the young 
man reads, ſtill leſſons of virtue and religion 
are before him; and he hath line upon line, 
and precept upon precept. And theſe leſſons 
come with peculiar authority upon the mind, 
as they are the precepts of God, and what 


he requires our regard to upon pain of his 
diſpleaſure, 
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diſpleaſure, There is alſo a divine purity, 
and yet a plainneſs and ſimplicity in them, 
which no human precepts can imitate ; they 
preſcribe a moral and religious law, not only 
to our outward deportment, but to our inward 
temper, and to the paſſions and thoughts of 
our hearts. And they are leſſons alſo of 
kindneſs to us; we clearly fee they are com- 
manded us for our good; we every where 
perceive them to be written, not with the pen 
of authority ſo much, as with the pen of 
benevolence and grace: and then they are fo 
extenſive in their meaning, as to follow us 
with admonitions and directions to every 
duty, every temptation, and every virtue of 
our lives, 

Again, THE WORD OF GOD ABOUNDS WITH 
MANY PLEASING EXAMPLES AND AFFECTING 
STORIES, WHICH ARE USEFUL TO THE SAME 
' PURPOSE.—The inſtruction which ſeems dry 
in the precept, the young mind reads with 
pleaſing impreſſions; in the examples of heroic 
virtue or eminent religion, the ſcripture ſtory 
of Joſeph is always to be put at the head of 
theſe : by retaining the principles and habits 

| of 


— 
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of his religious education, he was preſerved 
from all temptations of idolatry and wicked- 
neſs ; and, though: baniſhed from home, he 
became uſeful, and reſpected, and happy in 
a ſtrange land. —The example of Solomon 
was great, becauſe he devoted himſelf to 
acquire knowledge, and to the worſhip of 
God; and, when a young man, choſe wiſdom 
in preference to riches, honours, or beauty.— 
And thoſe three young men in Daniel are 
worthy our admiration, who ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be thrown into a furnace” of fire, 
rather than be guilty of idolatry in worſhipping 
Nebuchadnezzar's image.-—There is an he- 
roiſm in theſe characters which confirms the 
youthful mind in its virtuous and religious 
principles and practices, and which ſets his 
heart againſt vice, however it is recommended 
by the example, or enforced by the authority 
of others. — In like manner, the beauty, the 
honour, and pleaſure of early religion, is 
read in the example of Samuel, who was 
devoted to God from the vomb; of Joſhua, 
whoſe young mind was tenderly affected by the 
word of God; of the virtuous ybung man in the 

U goſpel, 
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goſpel, whom Jeſus loved, becauſe he had 
kept the law from his yourh; of Mary, who, 
when a young woman, choſe the good part, 
which could not be taken from ber. And we 
ſee the moſt perfect and amiable example of 
all religion in our Lord Jefus Chrift, of 
whom it is faid, as he grew in ſtature, be 
grew in favour with God and man. —“ I was 
« formed,” ſays the great Milton, © to a 
© moſt early eſteem for virtue, and deteſtation 
« of vice, by reading examples of heroic 
« chaſtity, generoſity, and piety.” — And 
every youth will find early inſtructions and 
laſting impreſſions conveyed to his heart, by 

theſe holy examples of the word of God. 
Farther, THE WORD OF GOD 18 FULL or 
RELIGIOUS DOCTRINES, WHICH WILL BE 
THE GREATEST AND BEST MEANS OF PRE- 
SERVING THE MIND FROM YOUTHFUL SINS 
AND FOLLIES,—TIt preaches to you, my young 
friends, the omniſcience and omnipreſenee 
of God; wherever you go, it aſſures you 
chat God is there, that he ſees you in the 
moſt ſecret places of wickedneſs, that he 
ſearches all hearts, and is acquainted with all 
our 


- 
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our ways; it warns you of the hdlineſs of 
God, and the terrors of his diſpleaſure; it 
follows you in every hour of temptation, 
with theſe words of Joſeph, how can 1 do this 
great wickedneſs, and fin againſt God. It bids 
you fear him, who can deſtroy both body and 
foul in hell. The word of God alfo reveals to 
us a day of future. account, and. challenges 
your attention to it in the words of Solomon, 
. Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and let thine 
heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and 
walk in the ways of thine heart, and the ſight of 
thine eyes; but know thou that for all theſe 
things God will bring thee to judgment : and it 
ever admoniſheth us by preſenting the things 
of death and eternity frequently to our view, 
in order to keep the impreſſion of them 
habitually upon our hearts. Every one grows 
grave at the thoughts of death, every one 
ſtands in awe at the views of eternity; theſe 
thoughts ſhould eſpecially impreſs the minds 
of youth; if you would ſeriouſſy admit them, 
they would check every vicious purfuit and 
reſtrain every youthful luſt, How full is the 
word of God of theſe, and every other re- 
Ie, U 2 ligious 
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ligious doctrine which hath power to ſuppreſs 
our fins, to cleanſe our way, and to eſtabliſh 
us 1n holineſs. | 

Once more, THE WAY OF SALVATION 
THROUGH CHRIST, WITH ALL THE DOCTRINE 
OF GRACE, AND PROMISES OF GLORY cox- 
NECTED WITH IT, WILL HAVE THE GREATEST 
TENDENCY ABOVE EVERY THING ELSE, TO 
AFFECT AND MOULD THE YOUNG MIND TO 
THE HIGHEST VIRTUE AND NOBLEST Ar- 
TAINMENTS IN RELIGION,—The word of 
God does not only contain precepts and 
doctrine to guide and inſtruct us, but a moſt 
wonderful and gracious method of ſalvation, 
which God hath eſtabliſhed through Jeſus 
Chriſt, for the everlaſting benefit of finful 
creatures. We ſee in the goſpel the mediation 
of Chrift, beginning in the wonderful humility 
of his incarnation, executing through , the 
courſe of his miniſtry on earth, nobly carried 
on by the atonement he made for our fins. on 
the croſs, happily advancing by his glorious 
reſurrection from the dead and aſcenſion to 
heaven, and finally to be completed by his 
ſecond coming to judge the world. If you 
attend 


| 
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attend to theſe things, my young friends, 
your hearts will be ſtrongly affected by the 
amazing humility and” grace of 'this divine. 
Saviour, connected with his mediation, all 
the doctrines, and precepts, and promiſes of 
the goſpel, will acquire new power over you; 
here you will find mercy to pardon you, grace 
to help. you; peace to attend you, . promiſes 
to comfort you, examples to animate you, 
motives to quicken you, the ſpirit to ſanctify 
you, and glory. to crown. all your works of 
faith and labours of love.. In all theſe ways 
you ſee the excellency of the word of God to; 
inſtruct you in the knowledge of religion, to 
ſecure you in the practice of religion, and 
cleanſe your ways from all thoſe ſins to which: 
you are ſo conſtantly allured, and. by which. 
you are in great danger of polluting them. 
And now let me conclude, by exhorting 
you to take heed to this word: of. God; in 
order to this, you muſt read it and become 
familiarly acquainted with it, you muſt ſe- 
riouſly reflect upon and endeavour to under- 
ſtand it, and finally, you muſt compare your 
ways and regulate your conduct by it. Your 


uſefulneſs and happineſs in life will depend 
U 3 upon 
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upon this; you. may be poor, but your 
poverty will not prevent your being com- 
fortable, and honourable, and happy, pro- 
vided you are ſober, and diligent, and honeſt, 
and pious ; though you ſhould labour in the 
loweſt ſtations of life, the providence of God 
will bleſs you with peace and comfort, and 
make you much happier than thoſe who live 
in the midſt of wealth, if they live in luxury 
and ſin: but be ſure of this, that your 


ſteadineſs in virtue and ſobriety will depend 


on your maintataing a ſenſe of religion and a 
regard to God on your mind; if you forſake 
God, he will forſake you; if you live without 
prayer, you cannot expect his ſuccour under 
temptations, his direction in difficulties, his 
bleſſing on your labour. He will be moſt 
ſteadily juſt in all his dealings, and ſober in 
all his converſation, and ſecured againſt every 
ſnare of vice, who moſt fears God, and who 
ſets him always before his eyes. But re- 
member, to be truly religious, and keep up 
à ſenſe of God on your minds, you muſt 
daily read and take heed to the word of God; 
you mult attend to the worſhip of God, and 
ſanctify his ſabbaths ; you muſt never neglect 

2 ſecret 


- 


— - ———— - 
* 


— 


— 


RECOMMENDED TO YOUTH. 231 


ſecret prayer: if you live in the omiſſion of 
any of theſe duties, you will ſoon be led to 
forget God, and by forgetting God, you will 
be eaſily led into all the ways of ſin and 
miſery. He who forgets God, and lays aſide 
his bible, commonly parts with every ſerious 
and virtuous principle at the ſame time. 
Remember your Creator in the days of your 
youth, and your Creator will always remember 
and bleſs you. Amen. 


HY MV. 


W ſhall the young ſecure their hearts, 
And guard their lives from fin ? 
Thy word the choiceſt rules imparts, 

To keep the conſcience clean. 


When once it enters to the mind, 
It ſpreads ſuch light abroad, 

The meaneſt ſouls inſtruction find,. 
And raiſe their thoughts to God. 


"Tis like the ſun, a heavenly light, 
That guides us all the day ; 

And, thro' the dangers of the night, 
A lamp to lead our way. 


Thy word is everlaſting truth, 
How pure is ev'ry page 
That holy book ſhall guide our youth, 
And well ſupport our age. 


ADDRESS 


ADDRESS Xs. 


YOUNG PERSONS EXHORTED TO ACKNOW- 
LEDGE GOD AS THE GUIDE OF THEIR 
YOUTH. 


JEREMIAH iii. 4. 


Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, my ; 
Father, thou art the guide of my youth. 


"HESE words are part of an addreſs to 
the Iſraelites in their captivity, in which 
God, by the Prophet, repreſents to them the 
many favours he had conferred upon them 
when he formed them into a people, educated, . 
defended, and maintained them; he ſets their 
ſins in order before them, eſpecially their 
idolatry and revolt from God; and proceeds 
in the text to give them a moſt encouraging 
invitation, to an immediate return to him : 
this is the connection of the words, nor do I 
apprehend I. ſhall any way injure or ſtrain 
them, 
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them, if I apply them more particularly to 
your caſe, my young friends, and urge you 
to an immediate return to God as your 
Father, and a reſolute choice of him as the 
guide of your youth. For if it 1s reaſonable 
and neceſſary for any perſons ſenſible of their 
ſins, and impreſſed with the goodneſs of God, 
to addreſs him as their Father, it is ſurely 
reaſonabl and neceſſary for young people to 
do it. The words import an earneſt deſire of 
the guidance of God as your Father, and 
that this deſire is to be expreſſed before him 
in fervent prayer; à defire that he would 
teach you the way in which you ſhould go, 
guide you through every difficulty and danger, 
and in every inſtance manifeſt himſeif a friend 
and helper to you. And I ſhall urge this 
regard to God by theſe two conſiderations, 
you greatly need a guide, and he is an all- 
_ ſufficient one: 

Both theſe are included in the words, 
YOUTH; GREATLY NEEDS A GUIDE:— When 
God calls himſelf the guide of youth, it 
intimates that they are not able to direct 
themſelves, that they do not know in every 
inſtance the way in which they ſnould go, nor 
which 


Which path to take, and are not aware of the 
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danger before them. We are all pilgrims and 
ſtrangers travelling through this world to 
another, and every man needs a guide; but 
the circumſtances of youth make them pe- 
culiarly liable to err, and render the ac- 
knowledgment in the text abſolutely neceſlary ; 
for inſtance, THEIR WANT OF JUDGMENT 
AND EXPERIENCE DOES so. It is a wiſe ap- 
pointment of Providence that the faculties of 
our minds ſhould open by degrees, that there 
may be room for cultivation and improvement, 
and that new pleaſures may be continually 
taſted. Youth is the learning and improving 
age; the powers of the ſoul ſtrengthen ſlowly, 
and it is many years before the judgment 
comes to any degree of maturity; this makes 
youth ſo dangerous a time—they are 1g- 
norant of themſelves, and of the world about 
them, and are apt to judge by preſent 
appearances : hence when they ſee a broad 
and beaten road before them, and many 
travellers in it, they conclude it is the right 
way, though it leads down to deſtruction; 
and they neglect the narrow path of wiſdom 


- 


GOD AS THE GUIDE OF YOUTH. 235 


and righteouſneſs, that leads to everlaſting _ 
life, becauſe it is ſo little frequented, and they 
imagine there are unſurmountable difficulties 
in it. 55 

Further, THE MANY SNARES AND TEM - 
TATIONS THAT ATTEND THEIR TIME or 
LIFE, MAKE THEM NEED THE DIVINE GUI- 
DANCE:—there is no age free from them, but 
youth is full of them; the paſſions are then 
ſtrong and ungovernable, impatient of re- 
ſtraint, and the unhappy youth lets them rule 
without control in his boſom. Man is born, 


fays Job, lite a wild aſs's colt, a head-ſtrong, 


untractable creature, that toſſes its head with 
a confident air, that ſnuffs up the wind in the 
wilderneſs, and hearkens not to the cry of the 
driver, is unwilling to be brought under any 
diſcipline. Young perſons are prone to be 
raſh and head-ſtrong, and to walk in he way 
of their hearts and the fight of their eyes; and 
then the objects that preſent themſelves to 
their view are ſuited to this diſpoſition, and 
have often a bad influence to corrupt their 
minds: they are fond of novelty and pleaſure, 
every new ſcene engages their attention. The 

ſociability 
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ſociability of youth, their love of company, 
eſpecially thoſe of their own age, is a very 
dangerous ſnare, as it expoſes them to think 
their knowledge and experience ſufficient, 
being equal to that of their aſſociates; they 
love that company beſt where they find moſt 
amuſement and leaſt reſtraint, and where every 
one may do what ſeemeth right in his own 
eyes, without control. Theſe things plainly 
ſhew that young people are not ſufficient to 
guide themſelves ; and who then muſt they 
truſt ? muſt they ſubmit to their companions 
and friends as the guide of their youth, when 
they are as liable to err and be deceived as 
themſelves? Some of them perhaps may be 
blind guides, and lead you to miſchief and 
ruin. Your' parents, I own, have a better 
claim to this title of guides than any other ; 
but perhaps ſome 'of you have the great 
infelicity to have irreligious parents, who 
never took care of their own ſouls, and 
therefore utterly neglected your beſt intereſts : 
others of you have deſcended from pious 
fathers and mothers, and you have enjoyed 
their counſels, example, and prayers; they 

have 


GOD As THE GUIDE OF-YOUTH. 275 


have been and are ſtill ready to point out to 
you your errors and dangers, and I hope you 
will. always attend to them; but conſider they 
are but fallible creatures, and cannot always 
tell what is beſt to be done: ſome of them 
may be but poor adviſers, may have wrong 
ends in view or uſe, wrong means to bring 
about what is right; others are too neglectful 
of their duty in this reſpect, or too much 
taken up with the buſineſs and cares of the 
world to attend to it; beſides they cannot 
always be with you, or may ſoon be taken 
from you, or you from them. And even 
where they are wiſe and good, and are ready to 
exhort and watch over you, and wiſh to ſee you 
adorned with a meek, devout, and induſtrious 
ſpirit, yet ſtill there is a $aD-PROPENSITY IN 
YOUTH TO NEGLECT SUCH WISE.AND USEFUL 
.GUIDES, and deſpiſe the counſels of miniſters, 
parents, and friends; they imagine their injunc- 
tions too ſtrict, their reſtraints unneceſſary, 
and they are ready through that pride (which 
is one of the governing ſins of youth) to think 
themſelves as wiſe as their teachers, and that 
X no 
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no one is more likely to be infallible than 
themſelves. If you will, my young friends, 
with modeſtly and humility conſider theſe 
particulars, and compare them with what 
you feel in yourſelyes, or ſee in thoſe about 
you, I think you will ſoon perceive the 
reaſonableneſs of God's addreſs in the text : 
wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, my 
Father, thou art the guide of my youth ; 
eſpecially when you conſider that Gop 1s A 
ALL-SUFFICIENT GUIDE; he is able to be the 
guide of your youth, for his underſtanding is 
infinite - he knows every danger that lies in 
your way, and obſerves the ſnares that your 
ſubtle enemies are laying for you. When you 
are in perplexity he can make the path of 
dutꝭ plain, and influence your mind to make 
a wiſe and proper choice: as a father pities 
his children, ſo he pities you amidſt the 
ſnares and temptations to which you are ex- 
voſed, and the enemies and dangers that 
jurround you. He his able to guide you in 
the moſt intricate caſe, and to defend you 
againit the moſt formidable evils; and HE 1s 
DISPOSED AND WILLING TO DO so, and lead 


you 
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you in the path of righteouſneſs, for his name 
ſake. He invites you to call him your Father, 
and will he not own the relation? Can you 
ſuppoſe an earthly parent, of common af- 
fection, would call his child to come to him 
for directions, and then ſpurn him away, or 
give him directions that would lead him into 
danger? And can you imagine ſo of the 
Father of our ſpirits, when the language of 
his grace is, come near, my children, that I 
may guide and bleſs you. Beſides this, you 
have his expreſs promiſe, (P/alm xxv. .) the. 
meek. he will guide in judgment, and the meek 
will he teach» his way; that is, humble ſouls 
who are ſenſible of their ignorance and danger, 
and apply to him. So (in P/alm xxxvii. 23.) 
be ſteps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, 
the Lord upholds him with his hand, ſo that 
none of his ſteps ſhall ſlide. Compare alſo 
Prov. iii. 6. in all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he ſhall direct thy paths; an exhortation 
addreſſed to young people by the wiſeſt of 
men. From hence it appears that if you 
with humility and ſeriouſneſs acknowledge 

God, and pray to him, he will guide you 
A 2 continually; 
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continually ; and when you' are in danger of 
turning to the right hand or left, out of the 

path of duty and holineſs, you ſhall hear as it 
were a voice behind you ſaying, this is the way, 
walk ye in it. 

Thus you have ſeen, my young friends, 
how much you need a guide of your youth, 
and how able and willing God is to be ſo to 
you. Let me now mention to you 0 
SEASONS WHEN IT IS PECULIARLY PROPER. 
AND NECESSARY" ro MAKE THIS ADDRESS 
TO Goh WITH MORE THAN ORDINARY 
SOLEMNTTY :—if is thdeetb never ienproper tO 
make it; it & always neeeſſary to own God 
and to have your eyes ever towards him. 
It is peculiarly prope? to do it wan cob 

IS MAKING 6005 IMPRRESSIONS ON YOUR 
MIND BY HIS ORDINANCES OR PROVIDENCRS, 
This 1 hope is the cafe with many of you, 
that God is fpeaking powerfully to your con- 
ſcience, by the adriionition of your friends 
and the exhortations of thoſe that ſpeak to you 
in this way. May we not hope that this or 
the other diſcoutſe touches your hearts, fixes 
forne ſttong convictions there of the evil of 
ſin 
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fin and the beauties of holineſs ; theſe are 
precious ſeaſons; and oh1 be careful to im- 
prove them; let not theſe impreſſions wear off, 
but be cheriſhed and attended to, that they 
may lead you to repentance, and bring your 
wandering feet to God. 

Dozs cop SEND AFFLICTION' UPON YOU 


AS HE DID UPON THE ISRAELITES, TO BRING 
YOU TO HIMSELF, AND To HUMBLE AND 


SOFTEN YOUR SPIRIT? Does. he afflit you 


in body, or diſappoint you in earthly concerns 
and human dependencies? All theſe things 
are the calls of your heavenly Father, to 
return to him, and repoſe the confidence of 
your ſouls in him as the guardian and guide 
of your youth: be careſul then to hearken to 
his voice and harden · not your hearts. 

Again, WHEN YOU ARE ENTERING ON 
NEW SCENES OF LIFE, it is peculiarly proper 
to ſay, from this time will I cry unto thee, my 
Father, thou art the guide of my youth. 
Every new ſcene is dangerous to young 
minds, for want of a ripened judgment and 
2 regular government of the paſſions. Some 


of you may ſoon remove to new ſettlements 
X 3 and 


* 
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| and places of abode; you may be Won re- 


moved from under the eye and cafe of your 
parents, maſters, miniſters, and teachers, 
whoſe admonitions and examples you have 
long enjoyed: this I look upon to be the 
moſt dangerous time for young men, when 
they come to have unuſual liberty, when they 
get in ſome meaſure above reſtraint, and 
become their own maſters, never are they in 
greater hazard, never do they ſo much want 
direction; and will you not at this time cry 
unto God, my Father thou art the' guide 
of my youth.—In new places of abode you will 
find new and unexpected temptations, dangers 
that you are not aware of. Parents and friends. 
can only pray for you, and write to you in 
general; but God is always near to you,“ 
ready to hear your cry, and direct and proſper 
you in. all your undertakings and employ- 
ments. 

Have Any OF YOU ANY. AFFAIRS OF 
DIFFICULTY ox IMPORTANCE TO TRANSACT ;. 
affairs which require a great deal of prudence 
and thought, lift up your hearts to God, that 


he would kad you. in a plain path, and give 


you 
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you 4 wiſe aud anderſtunding heart, Let the 
language of the pious prince Jeholhaphat be 
yours, neither iow we what to to, . gur 
Hes are up ungo thee. | | 
An ANY OF YOU OBLIGED. TO LIVE 3 
FAMILIES WAERE THERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD, 
and to be frequently with thoſe who have no 
ſenſe of religion, who are proſane and wicked; 
as your danger is great, let your ſanctity be 
great too, and let your prayers be the more 
earneſt, that God would ſecure you from evil, 
and make you an inftrument af reforming 
others; be often adopting that petition of the 
Pſalmiſt (in Pſalm cxix. 133), order my ehe 
in thy word, and Jet nat any iniguity have 
dominion ouer me. | 3 

Once more, WHEN GOD HAS BROUGHT” 
YOU SAFELY TO THE CLOSE OF ONE YEAR 
AND COMMENCEMENT or ANOTHER—WUl 
you not from this time cry unto God, and ſay, 
my Fatber, .thou art tbe guide .of ny youth. 
His. goodneſs in prolonging aur. lives, con- 
tinuing your healch and comforts, and 
ſparing your parents and friends, alaims yaur 
gratitude; your fonner negleSs, he anity 

o 
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of childhood and youth, and the many errors 


with which conſcience muſt charge you, 
ought to be ſeriouſly and' deeply lamented, 
and from this time you ought more ſeriouſly 
and ſteadily to look up to God, as the guide 
of your youth. Let the beginning of a new 
year, or any remarkable period of time, be 
made- more remarkable ſtill; and a period 
that fhall afford you, and your parents, and 
miniſters, and teachers ground for joy, by 
your entering on ſuch a conduct, as I have 
now been earneſtly recommending, and pur- 
fuing it with the greateſt ſteadineſs and 
alacrity. 

And now, my young friends for whom 1 
travail in birth again till Chrift be formed in 
you, and till you are wiſe, and holy, and 
happy, let me exhort you to apoRE THE 
GOODNESS OF 'GOD, IN THE ENCOURAGEMENT 
HE GIVES YOU TO PUT CONFIDENCE IN HIM 
AS YOUR GUIDE. T' would have you put 
yourſelves under his protection, ſubmit to 
his teachings, and follow his guidance: this 
is great condeſcenſion in him who formed the 
heavens and the earth, rolls the world of light 


in 
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in their ſeveral. orbs, directs the motions: of 
the earth, preſides over the bright intelligences 
af heaven, who all rejoice and are happy in 
his guidance; yet he regards the meaneſt of 
men, condeſcends, as it were, to take you hy 
the hand, and teach you to go; he has called 
you to him again and again by the power of 
reaſon. and choice that he has given you, and 
the exhortation of your parents and miniſters. 
Yaw were given up to him in baptiſm; and 
many of you have had. line upon line and 
precept upon. precept, through all your riſing 
years—all theſe demand your thankfulneſs. 
And the tender mercies of your Creator 
ſhould engage you te remember and ſerve 
him in the days of your youth, But I muſt 
not enlarge. 

I fhall conclude, with - renewing my ap- 
plication to you, my young friends, and 
ance more inquiring of you, WILL YOu NOT 
FROM THIS TIME -CRY UNTO GOD, MY 


FATHER, THOU ART THE GUIDE OF MY 
youTR.—It is recorded to the immortal 
honour of Joſiah (2 Chron. xxxiv. 3.), that 
notwithſtanding the corrupt ſtate of Iſrach 

and, 
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and the bad example of a very wicked father, 


that while ho was yet young he began to ſeek 
after the God of his father David; a moſt 
charming example, which I wiſh you would 
think upon and imitate, amidſt ſuch cor- 
ruptions of manners as abound among us.— 
You, WHO HAVE NEGLECTED GOD HITHERTO,. 
who have walked" in the way of your heart and 
the fight of your eyes, without conſulting him, 
and deſiring his guidance, have run into 1n- 
numerable follies, that at times vex and pain 
you, will you not from this time ſay unto. 
God, my Father, thou art the guide of my 
youth, Do not put it off to @ more convenient 
ſeaſon, but do it immediately; can you find a 
better time to make an humble acknowledg- 
ment of your errors, an hearty dedication of 
yourſelves to God, and begin your ſerious 
regards to him as the guide of your youth: 
When God is ready to direct you, will you 
ſay, I will venture on by myſelf, I will 
purſue my old courſe, ſome time or other I 
will ſeek to him, but not now; but pray 
conſider, young friends, may you not wander 
too far ever to return? may not God let you 
alone 
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alone and refuſe to guide you, if you flight 
the preſent offer ? may you not fall into the 
pit of hell for want of this guide, as mul- 
titudes are doing every day ? why ſhall not 
this then be the happy day of your eſpouſals 
to God? I beſeech you not to act ſo mad a 
part, as to put off ſerious conſideration till 
you know not when ; this may be the laſt 
time God may ſend you ſuch a meſſage as 
this. You may in the greatneſs of your cour/e 
fink and periſh; and remember, there is no 
road out of the pit of hell, no guide from 
thence, no releaſe from thoſe torments. Be 
not then as the horſe or the mule, that hath no 
underſtanding, that runs raſhly into danger 
without fear; but conſider and ſhew yourſelves 
men, and bring to mind this kind invitation of 
God, O ye tranſoreſſers. 

And as to you, WHO HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED 
GOD, AND GIVEN YOURSELVES UP TO HIM AS 
' THE GUIDE OF YOUR YOUTH, be thankful that 
he has inclined you ſo to do, be thankful that 
he has inſtructed you; he taught you the way 
in which you ſhould go, and guided you with his 
eye: go on to acknowledge him, cry to him, 

7 and 
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and "truſt in him; you know not what Uif- 
ficulties and "dangers are ſtill before you. 1 
hope you do not think you are ſo wiſe and 
ſteadfaſt, as not to need the direction and 
defence of heaven. Attend to thoſe: words (in 
Iſniah xl. 30.), thoſe'that boaſt of their frength 
fall faint and be weary, and the young men 
{conceited as ' they may be of their wiſdom 
and reſolution) hall atterly fall; but they that 
<vait on the Lord ſbail renew "their ſtrengtb, 
they ſhall mount on 'wwings as eagles, Pall run 
and not be <weary, « and walt and not faint. 
Wait on God therefore continually, and be 
ſhall preferve yon from: evil, ſecure you from 
the pollution that is in the world thron gb tuft, 
fit you for uſeful ſtations: in life, and make 
you a bleſſing to your friends, to the church, 
and to the world. To conclude,. truſt in the 
Lord at all times, and pour ' out your hearts 
before him, then will he lead ycu in 4 ſaſs und 
Pleaſant paub, aud to a happy end; and you 
may rejoice and triumph in every danger and 
difficulty, as the Pſalmiſt did (P/alm-xlviii. 
14.), this God is our Cod for ever and ever; 
and will be our guide umio death. Amen. 

| HYMN. 


F 
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AYMN. 


OD from on high our human ſtate ſurveys, - 
Fe ſees us wand'ring in a thorny maze: - 
A dang'rous path, all muſt adventure through— 
Its ſtraight- and ſet with ills conceal'd from view. 


On either ſide the dreadful ſteep appears— 
The precipice of ſin the vale of tears : — 
O what aſſiſting pow'r, what faithful friend, 
Will ſafe conduct us to our journey's end? 


God pitying calls, Me for your guardian chooſe ;" 
Father, I come, nor will thy help refuſe— 
In thee alone my confidence repoſe, 

Who all my danger, all my ſafety knows, 


To thee I'll ſeek with ever-ardent pray'r, 
And in thy breaſt depoſit all my care; 

Thy counſels wait, thy providence attend— 
My Father thou, and never abſent friend. 


Guide of my youth! to thee my footſteps move, 
Embrace thy offspring with paternal love ; 

Reach thy kind hand my feeble ſteps to guide, 

Smooth the rough path, and turn each ſnare aſide. 


Bid the bold tempter at a diſtance ſtand, 
And Vice retire with its polluting band; 
Till through the gate of death fecurely led, 
Thou bind a crown of glory on my head 


Y ADDRESS 


ADDRESS VMI. 


PECULIAR OBLIGATIONS To SERVE GOD, 
ARISING FROM BEING DESCENDED FROM 
HIS SERVANTS. | 


PSALM cxvi. 16. 


2 Lord, truly I am thy 8 7 am th by © 
ſervant, and the ſon of thine handmaid. 


EN are very prone to value themſelves 
upon their deſcent, when'they can trace 

their families through a few generations; and 
number among their anceſtors, perſons who 
have worn ſome title of honour, or held ſome 
places of truſt and profit; and will ſometimes 
aſcribe more to themſelves than was even due 
to their anceſtors, on account of ſuch diſ- 
tinctions. But the nobleſt deſcent is from 
the faithful ſervants of God, and that is in 
truth the moſt honourable family in which 


religion has been profeſſed, ſupported, and 
adorned 
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adorned from. generation to-generation : ſuch 
a deſcent brings along with it great honour, 
if our qwn. folly does not turn it into ſhame, 
and great advantages, af we do not wilfully 
throw them away yet both are poſſible; for 
it brings with it a great obligation. to ſerve 
God, and imitate the piety of our anceſtors. 
Lord, J am thy ſervant, ſays David—thine 
by many obligations, as appears from the 
context; and. particularly as the fon of a 
pious mother, Who was thine bandmaid. © It 
is as if he had faid, cc Lord, I am deſcended 
ec from thy ſervants, therefore thou haſt a 
8 peculiar claim to me as thine, and 1 
f willingly: own it.” This is the caſe with 
ſome. of you, my young f friends ; and 1 oF 
leaye at this time to ſhew you how great y 
privilege is—how few enjoy it—and how 
yain it will be except you ſerve God yotir- 
ſelves, | 
Your privilege ; 18 very. great, particularly 
AS YOUR | PIOUS PARENTS, EARLY DEVOTED 
vou 10 GOD ; this they did theniſclves, and 
in a ſolemn manner, before ſeveral witneſſes, 
and ſome of them in the face of a whole 
1 2 congregation 
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congregation (beſides what they did inprivate): 


they acknowledged you as the children that God 
had graciouſly given them, they owned his 
right to you as his creatures and the ſubjects 
of his goſpel kingdom; and with great 
ſeriouſneſs declared their defire that you 
might have the ſeal of the covenant applied 


to you, as a token of your ſtanding in a 


covenant relation to God and * Chriſt, and 


being entitled to goſpel bleflings, the pro- 


vidential care of Chriſt, the influences of his 
{pirit, and the hope of glory. At the fame 
time they expreſſed their full reſolution to 
train you up in God's ſervice. Now it was - 
furely a great privilege to be acknowledged 


by a right of divine appointment, as the 


ſervants of God, as @ holy ſeed, as ſeparated 
for him, and in covenant with him; and if 
you have ſeriouſly thought on what was then 
done, it muſt tend to make pious impreſſions 
on your hearts, and ſhew you how reaſonable jt 
is that you ſhouid ſerve the Lord. —In con- 


ſequence of this early dedication, THEY 1N- 
STRUCTED YOU IN GOD'S sER VIE: —as your 


underſtanding opened, they frequently gave 
you 
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you a general idea of God your Creator, of 

.Chriſt your Redeemer, of the deſign of your 
baptiſmal dedication, and of your duty; they 
tayght you early to read, that you might 
from your childhood 8 the ſcriptures, 
which they often told you were the words of 


God; they alſo inſtructed. you in ſome form 
of ſound words, in which the principles and 
duties of religion were contained in a ſhort © 
compaſs, and ſet in an eaſy light, to aſſiſt 
your judgment and help your memory they 
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A amo at once to ſtrike, entertain, and 
improve your minds; they taught you to 
Pray and directed you to fix your dependence 
on divine grace, to enlighten and purify your 
hearts; they taught you to keep the ſabbath 
holy, brought you to the houſe of God, and 
explained to you the nature and end of public 
ordinances ; they admoniſned you when you 
did evil, and encguraged and rewarded you 
when ,you did well; they warned you by 
many ſad examples of the miſery cf ſinners 
which occurred to your notice, and animated 
vouſby the pious behaviour, bigheſteem, and 
| þ peaceful 
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peaceful end of good men, whom you had 
feen and known. Theſe advantages you have 
enjoyed; and they were intended to bias your 
hearts in favour of religion, and engage you 
to make God's fervice your early, deliberate 
choice. | 
4 THEY OFTEN PRAYED WITH YOU AND 
1 rox vou they well knew this was their duty; 
4 and the ſcripture examples of Abraham, Job, 
i David, and others, excited and encouraged 
14 them to it: they were often earneſt in prayer 
wich God for you, before you knew what 
they were doing; and ſince you were capable 
of obſerving and underſtanding, you have no 
doubt often heard them in their family 
worſhip praying for you in particular, ex- 
preſſing their deſires, fears, and hopes on 
your account before God, in order to impreſs 
their own hearts more deeply with the care of 
your education—to impreſs yours with a 
concern for yourſelves, and to engage the 
divine bleſſing: they rejoiced before God 
when they faw-any good thing in you towards 
him, and they mourned when it was other- 
wiſe, And now recolle& with yourſelves 
| what 
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what was the drift of their prayers ; was it 
-that you might be rich, and great, handſome, 
and honourable ? —you know it. was not. Tt 
was that you might ſerve God, behave as 
rational and immortal creatures, be wile, 
holy, and happy: to have had fo large a 
ſhare in ſuch prayers, is an ineſtimable 
bleſſing, and they will avail much, unleſs you 
counteract them. _ 

Again, THEY SET GOOD EXAMPLES BEFORE 
vou. It was their care to behave themſelves 
wiſely and uprightly, that you might ſee no 
evil in them; but learn wiſdom and goodneſs 


by their example. They often reminded you 


of the piety of your remote anceſtors ;, and 
urged. you not to loſe the hereditary glory of 
your family: they have ſhown you that re- 
ligion is practicable, that it was not umpoſſible 
to live foberly, righteouſly, and godly, and to 
keep themſelves unſpotted from the world: they 
have ſhown you that religion was amiable 


and. lovely.; you have ſeen» how much it 
contributed to their honour, peace, and joy,; 
you haye probably witneſſed how patiently 
and courageouſly they have, borne ſome heavy 

afflictions, 
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afflictions, and kept. their faith aud a good 


conſcience. . And if you have had the miſ- 


fortune to loſe ane or both of your parents in 


early life; you have perhaps ſeen them finiſh 


their caurſe with joy, lamented by good and 


Once more, vou HAVE PROBABLY EN FOVBD | 


SOME PECULIAR ASSISTANCE FROM "THE SPIRIT 
or GOD—agreeable to his promiſe, 10 poum out 
his ſpirit on the children of his people. God 
has early worked upon ſome of your minds, 


exciting good inclinations, producing ſtrong 


convictions when you did evil, ſtirring you 


up to pray for yourſelves; he has often 
brought to your remembrance your parents 


inſtructions and example; he has followed 


you with ſecret warnings and admonitions, 


when amidſt the vanity of youth you have 
forgotten God and your duty, aſſoeiated with 


ſinners, and have been in danger of learning 


their ways. Theſe are the privileges and 


advantages that ſome of you have probably 
enjoyed, eicher from your own parents, or 


from your miniſters; your teachers, or kind 
and n fiiends ;” and the greater they have 
been, 


- LE 
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been, the ſtronger and more numerous are 
your engagements to be God's ſervants. It 
is what both God and man reaſonably expect 
from you; and you will be ungrateful- to 
God, and your parents, and your pious 
friends - you will difappoint their hopes, and 
be on many accounts highly. criminal and 
inexcuſable, if you forget God's ſervice; 
eſpecially Wu xx you CONSIDER HOW FEW 
ENJOY THESE PRIVILEGES. When the Pſalmift 
would inculcate upon the Iſraelites, gratitude 
and obedience to God, becauſe he had given 
them his law, he obſerves (P/alm cxlvii. 20), 
he bath not dealt ſo with any nation ; and as 
for bis judgements tbey have not known them. 
And this thought I would now urge upon 
you with the ſame view, to promote your 
gratitude and obedience. 1 need not mention 


to you the children of Heathens and Maho- 


metans, for many children in -this proteſtant 
land are brought up as bad as they; they 
are bred up, as well as Zorn, lite the wild 
aſs's colt—left to run wild like favages, and 
to pick up what knowledge they. can. You 
need not go to other nations or places to 

know 
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know how great your privileges have been; 
look about you, and you. wilt: find in this 
town, in every ſtreet and evety neighbourhood, 
numbers of poor, ignorant, and;:brutiſh 
children, whoſe parents are teaching them by 


preceptʒ and example, to dqurſe and: fear, 


talk lewdly and: inſolantly; to hye, drink, 
and ſteal and are their counſollorꝭ 4 40 
wickedly : (2 Cbron. xxii, 3). Inſtead- of 


praying for them, they are : often ; durſing 
them; and inſtead of bringing them tp public 
worſhip, they ſuffer them to profane the 


fabbath as they pleaſe: and as fer many 
parents, of better ſenſe and manners, religion 
is a thing they teach their children with the 


leaſt care; to dreſs, and dance, game. and 
get money, are the principal things taught 


them; and to lay up a fortune for them is 
their parents principal concern. As they 


grow U, they take no care in the diſpoſal of | 
them; but: place them out as ſeryants dr 
:apprentices in irreligious families, or marry 


them to thoſe. tobe fear not God — far filthy 
lucre's ſate. Now, my young friends, how 
has your caſe differed from that of the 
| generality. 
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Sanstebitw af children; and do yo owe 
nen dur parents or to God for this? 
has pon you for theſe great; 
diſt. 5 44.7 fcalr favours? ſurely 
he has; are 4017 $f never forget it; 
eſpecialiy*when ow confider row VAIN THESE 
PRIVIEEGES WIE I ' YOU DO vor SERVE 
SOD without this Hur honour in being 
deſcended from ſuch anceſtors will be loſt; 
you never can with any face glory in them, 
For as Dr. Voung beautifully expreſſes it, 
They that on glorious anceſtors enlarge, 
4 Produge their debt, inſtead of their diſcharge.” , 
Y6u muſt ſhine in hereditary worth, and 
tread in their ſteps, or elſe your birth and 
education will turn to your reproachs/- 
Again, vo HAVE NO REASON TO EXPECT 
THE CONTINUANCE OF -DIVINE GRACE AND 
FAVOUR, ir YOU DO Nor- EXERT YOUR BEST 
zXbEAVOUrs 3z=—if you break the covenant, 
God is under no obligation to perform his 
part of it. Of this I warn you as David 
warned his ſon Solomon, that if he  fer/ook 
the God of bit Fathers, be would cuſt him 
of 1 ever. Nay, theſe privileges will in- 
creaſe 
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creaſe your guilt and future miſery, if you do 
not ſerve God; having known your Lord's 
will, and not done it, you will be beaten with 
many ftripes. And in that place of weeping 
and wailing, into which the wicked ſhall be 
caſt, none will lament ſo bitterly as the 
degenerate children of pious anceſtors ; for 
they are ungrateful and diſobedient to God and 
their parents, reſiſt many ſtrong convictions, 
violate many good reſolutions, and quench 
and grieve the ſpirit of God; they contradict 
the deſign of Providence, in giving them 
theſe advantages; nay, they afford occaſion 
to the enemies of religion to triumph, dif- 
courage parents from giving their children a 
good education, when they ſee ſome that 
enjoyed it turning out as bad as others; and 
they harden their fellow ſinners in their 
wickedneſs. And indeed the degenerate 
children of good men generally prove the 
worlt of men, and run the greateſt lengths in 
ſin; and this they do ſometimes of choice, to 
ſilence the clamours of an accuſing conſcience, 
and to ſhew to all about them, that they have 


ſhaken off the yoke of wiſdom and virtue. 
| And 


— 
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And God often gives them up to a reprobate 
mind and a feared conſcience, and leaves them 
ſtanding monuments of his awful diſpleaſure, 
In ſhort, this is the rule of the divine pro- 
cceding, that to zwhom much is given, of tbem 
much ſhall be required ; and that men ſhall be 
judged hereafter according to their WO 
and obligations. 

And now as a ſerious and affectionate ap- 
plication of theſe things, let me in the firſt 
place addrefs THE CHILPREN OF STRANGERS 
—thoſe young perſons who have not en- 
joyed theſe priviliges; ſome of you, I fear, 
have enjoyed none of them, and ſome of 
you but few of them; nevertheleſs you are 
indiſpenſibly obliged to ſerve God, for you 
havereaſon and conſcience, bibles and miniſters, 
that inſtruct and warn you. Perhaps you 
live or have lived in religious families, and 
have had inſtructions, prayers, and good 
examples there; or ſome pious relatives or 
friends may have given you kind admonitions 
on this head, and therefore you are without 
excuſe, if you do not ſerve and glorify God. 
If you are in deed and truth endeayouring 
Z to 
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to ſerve him, according to your knowledge 

and advantages, you have great reaſon to 

adore his grace, who hath inclined you to it, 

and plucked you as a brand out of the burning. 

If you have yet lived in diſobedience to him, 

you have encouragement now to return to 

him; for thus he hath ſaid (Jaiab lvi. 6), 

alſo the ſons of the firanger, that join themſelves 

to the Lord to ſerve him, to love his name, to 

be his ſervants, who keep the ſabbath from 

polluting it, and take bold of God's covenant, - 
even them will I make joyful in my houſe of 
prayer, and accept their ſervices. And there 

is a remarkable inſtance for your encourage- 

ment in 1 Kings xiv. 13. where God ſays of 
Abijah, the ſon of wicked Jeroboam, that 

he only of all the family ſhould come to the grave 

in peace, becauſe in him was found ſome good 

thing towards the Lord God of Iſrael, in the 

houſe of Jeroboam. 

Cet me next addreſs a few words To Tyr 
DEGENERATE CHILDREN OF GOD'S SERVANTS 
I fear there are ſome fuch here; and 1 
own I have very little hopes of addreſſing 
myſelf to them, but God is ſometimes pleaſed 
to make them the monuments of his mercy, 


as 


— 
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as in the caſe of Manaſſeh, Hezekiah's ſon. 
Hear then for a little while what I have to 
ſay unto you, and be not a. generation of 
vipers, that hiſs at, and would ſting the hand 
that is willing to ſave them.—You have by 
your conduct renounced your parents de- 
dication of you to God, broken the bonds of 
religion aſunder, forſaken the God of your 
fathers, are ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures, 
and are become the companions of fools. 
Your parents, if yet living, are mourning 
over you in the bitterneſs of their fouls ; and 
you are bringing their gray hairs with ſorrow . 
to the grave, And do you thus requite them 
for all their love and tenderneſs? Do you 
thus requite the Lord, like fooliſh people and 
untviſe? Though you have turned aſide 
from the good way, you cannot fo eaſily 
forget that you were trained up in it; your 
conſcience will ſometimes bring your pri- 
vileges to mind, tell you that you are acting 
the maddeſt part imaginable—and thus they 
will xow torment you; and they will torment 
you more hereafter. God will write bitter 
things againſt yon, and make yeu to poſſeſs the 
2 2 miquity 
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iniquity of your youth, and you will be of all 
© finners the moſt miſerable ; but bad as your 
caſe is, it is not hopeleſs: this is the language 
of God, return ye backfliding children, for J 
am merciful and gracious. To-day, therefore, 
if ye will hear bis voice, harden not your 
hearts; go and humble yourſelves before him 
this evening, and take with you theſe ſuitable 
words of the Pſalmiſt ( P/alm lxxxvi. 16), urn 
unto me, and have mercy upon me, and fave 
the ſon of thine haudmaid. And may God by 
his almighty. grace reſtore your ſouls, that 
the ſorrow of your parents may be turned 
into joy ; and that they may ſay of you as 
che father of the prodigal, this my /on was dead, 
and is alive again, he was loft, and is found. 

I conclude with one word To. THE PIous 
CHILDREN OF GOD'S SERVANTS.——Be thankful, 
my young friends, for your privileges, and 
that God has given you grace to improve 
them; but remember your goodneſs ought to 
be in proportion to your advantages, and it 
is expected from you that you ſhould do more 
than others. Watch and pray that ye enter 


not into temptation : Satan will be peculiarly 
buſy 
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buſy to get an advantage over ſuch as you, 
his ſervants will be peculiarly active to corrupt 
you, and take a diabolical pleaſure in it; but 
tick to God's teftimonies ; conſider what has 
led others aſtray Who have had ybur ad- 
vantages, and you will find it has been either 
ſelf-conceit, idleneſs, or evil company, or all 
of them together. Guard againſt theſe things, 
and be not” high-minded, but fear; remember 
what you have been ſo often told, that watch- 
fulneſs over your own hearts, ardent prayer, 
and a ſtrict obſervance of the ſabbath, are the 
great ſupports of the life of religion, and 
under God the beſt ſecurity for your ſtead- 
faſtneſs in his ſervice. —I conclude, with 
addreſſing you as David did his fon Solomon, 
in thoſe words in 1 Chron. xxviii, 9. (which 
need often to be repeated and carefully re- 
membered), and thou Solomon, my ſon, know 
thou the God of thy fathers, and ſerve him with 
a perfect heart, and a willing mind; if theu 
feek him, he will be found of thee, but if thou 
forſake bim, he will caſt thee off fer ever. 
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HYMN. 


ow much is mercy thy delight, 
Thou ever-blefſed God! 
How dear thy ſervants in thy fight ! 
How precious is their blood ! 


Haw happy all thy ſervants are! 

How great thy grace to me! 
My life, which thou haſt made thy care, 
Lord, I devote to thee. 


Now I am thine, for ever thine, 
Nor ſhall my purpoſe move; 5 
Thy hands hath loos'd my bands of pain, 
And bound me with thy love. 


; 
| 
1 


Here in thy courts I leave my vow, 
And thy rich grace record; 

Witneſs ye ſaints, who hear me now, 
If I forſake the Lord. | 
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A HOPEFUL YOUTH FALLING SHORT OF 


- HEAVEN. 


Maxx x. 21. , 


Then Feſus bebolding him, loved him „ and ſaid. 
unto bim, One thing thou lacteſt. 


M young friends, give me; your ſerious 

. 4 attention, while J illuſtrate the Re- 
deemer's love to this well- diſpoſed youth 
while 1 ſhew you the deficiency of his 
character, and direct you to a ſuitable im- 
provement of this affecting ſubject. From 
comparing the accounts given us by che 
ſeveral Evangeliſts, we find that he was 4 
young perſon of very conſiderable fortune, 
he had large poſſeſſions, and was alſo a ruler 
or magiſtrate; he came to inquire of the 


Redeemer (whom he conſidered as a wiſe and 


good teacher) what he ſhould do to inberit 
| eter nal 
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eternal life. Chriſt directs him to keep the 
commandments ; and upon his further in- 
quiry what they were, our Lord mentions 
the commandments of the ſecond table, becauſe 
the obſervance of theſe was little regarded 
among the Jews, and their ſpiritual nature 
and extent not at all underſtood, as appears 
by our Lord's ſermon on the mount, The 
young man then ſaid, all theſe have I kept 
from my youth, or infancy ; what lack T-yet ? 
Then the Evangeliſt | tells us, Jeſus bebolding 
him, loved bim; that is, our Lord approved, 
and took complacency in what was amiable 
and excellent in him: he was pleaſed to ſte 
him ſerious and thoughtful, glad to find that 
he began ſo well, and was willing to receive 
further inſtruction; but ſtill this complacency 
was mixed with pity and compaſſion, from 
that mixture of vanity, arrogance, and worldly 
mindedneſs he ſaw in him, and the danger to 
which he was liable of making ſhipwreck of 
Faith and a goed conſcience, for the love of the 
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Now there were many things AMIABLE 
ANI ENGAGING IN THIS YOUNG GENTLEMAN, 
which excited theſe regards from the ſon of 
God; his addreſs and inquiry were very 
engaging, the errand he came upon was the 
moſt ſolemn and important imaginable, to 
know that he ſhould do 10 inberit eternal life. 
It was a ſubject that lay with great weight 
upon his mind, and he ſeemed willing to 
ſubmit to any terms in order to ſecute it. 
What made this inquiry che mate engaging, 
vas the uncommonneſs of the thing, eſpecially 
in perſons of his circumſtances, The rich 
and great too often neglect theſe things; it 
was more uncommon to find ſuch an inquiry 
made by a: young perſon, ſince youth is ſo 
often giddy and thoughtleſs,” ſo intent upon 
the pleaſures and amuſements of liſe, as to 
negle& religion; or if they ſhould have any 
ſerious thoughts about it, they think it will 
be time enough to mind it, and make inquiry 
about it hereafter, when they have done wich 
the pleaſures of life, and begin to grow old. 
But here was a rich and honourable. young 
n who, in that corrupt age of the Jewiſh 
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church and nation, had behaved ſoberly, and 
was ſolicitous about his ſoul and heaven: a 
very rare ſight indeed Jeſus bebolding bim, 
keved him. . 
Further, TAE MANNER OF His ADDRESS 
WAS VERY RESPECTFUL AND AGREEABLE:—he 
came running to Chriſt with an eager defire 
to ſee and converſe with him, before he left 
thoſe parts; he kneeled before him with 
reverence and reſpect, addreſſed him with the 
greateſt civility and modeſty, - expreſſed his 
veneration for him as an excellent teacher. 


The charms of his graceful perſon, and the 


marks of a ſerious ſpirit united, made his 
addreſs peculiarly pleaſing; eſpecially as it 
ſeemed to be delivered with great earneſtneſs, 
and a very ſolicitous concern of mind. 
Further, His G00D BEGINNING WAS VERY 
PROMISING AND / ENCOURAGING! :—he had 


received a good education, and had wel 


improved it; he had been ſober, temperate, 
chaſte, and honeſt, and free from doing his 
neighbour any deſigned injury. Amiable 
youth ! he wiſhed to know what further 


He had te do: what lack I yet? To ſee fo 


young 
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young a perſon, amidſt all the temptations 
ariſing from his exalted ſtation and affluent 
circumſtances, maintaining ſo fair a character, 
and under ſuch concern about another world, 
engaged the affections of our bleſſed Lord: 
Feſus bebolding him, loved him. | 


But let me now ſhew you THE DEFICIENCY 


OF THIS. YOUNG MAN'S CHARACTER.— Jeſus 
[aid unto him, one thing thou lackeſt—the 


main, the chief thing was wanting, which - 


was ſincere _ piety, a real principle of re- 
ligion. And the text may be illuſtrated by 
what Chriſt ſays to Martha (Luke x. 42), 
Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled 
about many things, bur one thing is needful, 
And Chriſt, in order to ſhew the young man 
the defect of his character, that his heart was 
not right, and his principles not good, com- 
manded him to go and fell what he had, and 
give to the poor, aſſuring him that in ſo doing 
he ſhould have a more durable and excellent 
treaſure in heaven; and adds, come and follow 
me, to partake of my farther inſtructions, 
and be directed in the way to that eternal life 
about which thou ſeemeſt to be ſo much 
2 concerned: 
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concerned: but when be heard that, be 
was fad, and went away forrowful, It 
ſeems he did nor underſtand the ſpiritual 
nature of the divine law, did not imagine 
that it extended further than the external 
actions; and never thought it deſigned to 
control the paſſions, and ſuppreſs the ir- 
regular deſires and wiſhes of the heart; 
he thought it was ſufficient to be ſober, 
juſt, and honeſt, as far as men could judge, 
or elſe he never would have talked ſo in- 
confiderately, never have ſaid 410 theſe things 
have ] kept from my youth. It plainly appears 
that he had a predominant! love to his poſ- 
feſſions ; he had that love of the world which 
plainly ſhewed that the love of God wong not in 
him, or that would have led him cheerfully to 
have reſigned his wealth at the divine com- 
mand. Amidft all thoſe hopeful circumſtances 
we sonfidered under the former head, his 
heart was entangled: with, and fo fixed to 
his wealth; that he could not diſengage himſelf 
from it; he valued his poſſeſſions more than 
eternal life; for the ſake of his riches he 
forfook his Saviour, and loft his ſoul : this 
| was 


— 
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was the parting point — he was almoſt a chriſ- 
tian; but his love to his nches excluded him 
from the kingdom of heaven. Fatal wealth 

and fooliſh poſſeſſor 
Let me now, my young friends, direct you 
to a ſuitable improvement of this affecting 
ſtory. And here you muſt eaſily ſee (firſt) 
WHAT ENCOURAGEMENT ARISES FROM HENCE 
FOR YOUNG PERSONS TO INQUIRE THE WAY 
TO HEAVEN, We have already obſerved that 
it is a very important inquiry, and what the 
Son of God, that holy one, and the great 
friend and lover of fouls, will be particularly 
pleaſed with. Nothing gives greater ſatis- 
faction to good men (eſpecially thoſe who 
have the intereſt of religion warmly at heart) 
than to ſee their children walking in the truth, 
to hear their young ſouls making the con- 
vinced gaoler's inquiry their own—twhat 
ſhall I do to be ſaved—and making it with 
earneſtneſs, as thoſe that are ſenſible of the 
value of their ſouls, and the danger they are 
in of being ſeduced and ruined. This muſt 
give the higheſt ſatisfaction to the Redeemer, 
whoſe ſoul is full of the moſt exalted benevo- 
A a lence, 
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lence, and moſt juſt concern for the honour 
of God and the falvation of mankind. —1 
hope it is your deſire and endeayour to ſecure 
the eſteem and affection of all men, as far as 
you honeſtly and prudently can—this will 
undoubtedly be your wiſdom ;—be concerned 
about your fouls and your eternal ſtate, and 
you will then certainly ſecure the eſteem and 


good opinion of all wiſe and good men, and 


will be the objects of your Redeemer's love. 
He would have you be ſolicitous principally 
about this, what you muſt do to inherit eternal 


life ; for you are made for eternity, you have 


each an immortal foul within you, that muſt 
be happy or miſerable for ever. Eternal life 
and eternal death the Son of God has plainly 
{et before you; and the language of his lips, 
his actions, and his ſufferings, is, chooſe life 
itbat you may live.— It is neceſſary to make 
this inquiry, becauſe it is a matter of infinite 
moment, and not only ſo, but you are in 
danger of being deceived ; you may have 


wrong notions of eternal life, or the way to it. 


Young minds are ready to be taken up with 
every thing that is gay or glittering; and thoſe 
| | images 
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images and metaphors, under which heaven 
and irs glories are repreſented in ſcripture, to 
adapt them to our. capacities, may take ſo 
much with young and ignorant minds, that 
they may forget or overlook. thoſe important 
realities which are veiled under thoſe images. 
Without ſerious attention and inquiry they 
may not be convinced that the future ſtate of 
happineſs is à ſtate of perfect virtue, hkeneſs 
to God, the moſt refined devotion, and ex- 
tenſive benevolence, and therefore may forget 
that the practice of chriſtian virtues is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to qualify them for it; and | 
that it is as neceſſary to get a habit of theſe 
virtues to qualify them for heaven, as it is to 
learn thoſe arts and ſciences. in their youth, 
which they intend to ſpend their days in the 
exerciſe and purſuit of. | | 
Again, JESUS CHRIST IN, THE DAYS. OF HIS 
FLESH MANIFESTED A PARTICULAR AFFECTION 
FOR SERIOUS YOUTHS—Witneſs the young man 
in our text. His boſom friend among all the 
Diſciples was John, the youngeſt of the 
happy train. He ſhone in the world as full 
and truth; and he has the ſame 
| Aa? affection 
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© affeftion amidſt all the glories of his exalted 


ſtation ; he takes notice of the leaſt good thing 
towards the Lord God of Jrael, in young 
hearts; he is pleaſed with the dawning of 
goodneſs, does not defpiſe the day of ſmall things, 
and never breaks the bruiſed reed, nor quenches 
the ſmoaking flax. To this compaſſionate Sa- 
viour you are to apply with this great queſtion, 
what ſpall I do. You are to conſult his word, 
and pray for his ſpirit to guide and direct you. 
This is the way to inquire of Chriſt, ſince he 
hath left the world and is gone to his Father. 


Let me add for your encouragement what the 
text ſuggeſts, that our Lord is ready to anſwer 


the inquiry and direct your conduct; thus he 
did the young man in our text. The New 
Teſtament is the voice of Chriſt ſpeaking to 
you; it tells you what eternal life is, and how 
it is to be obtained. Let the word of Chriſt 
then dwel} richly in you; and labour from your 
early years to gain an acquaintance with the 
holy ſcriptures, that are able to make you wiſe 
unto, ſakvation, He has alſo another method 
of inſtruction, which is by his ſpirit; of whom 
you ſo often read and hear; this inviſible 

: agent 
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agent impreſſes good thoughts and diſpoſitions. 
vpon the mind, and encourages and ſtrengthens 
them when they are there. The Redeemer's 
word and iſpirit will be as ſure a guide to 
heaven, as if your were to hear a voice behind 
yori ſaying, Ibis is the way, walk ye in it, when 
ye turn to the right band or to the left. Tou 
have many of you taken pains to render your- 
ſelves agreeable to your friends and acquain- 
tance, and to gain reſpect in the world; and 
will ye have no regard to the good opinion of 
the Son of God - no concern to ſecure reſpect 
and affection from him? © F hope you will. 
make this inquiry very fertouſly and very 
ſpeedily, what fhall I db to inherit eternal life? 
you wilt then be the objects of the Redeemer's' 
love and care, and he will ſhew you the way 
to heaven. Oh, that I cou ſee yon all going 
and feeking the Lord your God, and a/fting 
the way te Zion, with your faces thithertward, 
Saying, come let us jain ourſelves to the Lord in 
the bonds of an everlaſting eovenant, never 12 
be forgotten. Thus you fee what encourage- | 
ment ariſes from hence for youg * to 
. 1 nr 
A2 3. Let 
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Let me entreat you on the other hand to 
conſider (ſecundly) now vain ARE ALL AC- 
COMPLISHMENTS AND PROMISING APPEAR» 
ANCES, "WHILE REAL PIETY IS WANTING, 
and the love of the world. prevails in the 
heart. The young man in our text was 
extremely polite and well bred, had a modeſt 
appearance and teachable diſpoſition, but 
wanted that which gives life and ornament ta 
every thing elſe, namely, real. religion; that. 
is the one thing needful—and every thing 
without it is vain.— Here is a young gentle- 
man who. ſet out well, but quickly drew 
back; who began in the ſpirit, but ended in the 
fleſh. God grant that it may never be the 
caſe with any of you. That it may not, let 
me addreſs myſelf to you, my dear young 
friends, with all plainneſs and. faithfulneſs, 
Many of you have enjoyed a good education 
in early life, or have been lately brought under 
good inſtructions, and taught tbe way in which: 
you ſhould go; you have been ſhewed what is 
good, and what the Lord requireth of you; 
good impreſſions have been made upon ſome 
of your minds, the ſpirit of God has been 

arty 
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early at work there; perhaps many of you 
can ſay as the young man in our text, that 
you have in general been ſober, chaſte, honeſt, 
dutiful to parents, and have denied yourſelves 
ſome of the gratifications and indulgences of 
life, which, though conſiſtent with modern 


politeneſs, are by no means conſiſtent with 
modeſty, diligence, and prudence. Some of 
you have avoided thoſe connections and dan- 
gerous diverſions, which many in your rank 
and ſtation indulge themſelves in; you, like 
the young man in the text, treat others, and 
eſpecially the miniſters of Chriſt, with reſpect; 
you ſubmit to our inſtructions, come to us 
in public, and in a more private manner, to 
know what yon muſt do to inherit eternal life? 
Yous conduct, at leaſt as far as we can judge, 
is in moſt reſpects unblamable; all this is very 
well - no wonder you are the objects of our 
love, and that we entertain the moſt pleaſing 
expectations concerning you. But if this, my 
young friends, if this be all, and you aſk- 
what lack I yet my anſwer muſt be that of 
our text, one thing thou lackeſt. If you want 
n unfeigned love to God, and a. 

willingneſs 
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willingneſs to ſacrifice earth for heaven, you 
are poor, wretched, miferable- creatures ;. - 
however polite, complaiſant, or well bred 3. 
however wiſe and ferious you may appeat . 
all hurnan accompliſhments are mere ciphers, 
they are really of no value in themſelves; but 
if true religion, if real piety ſtand before | 
them, it is like a figure before -a parcel of 
ciphers, which raiſes them to an immenſe. 
value. Religion adds worth and beauty e 


every other accompliſhment. Let me then, | 

Mi my young friends, exhort you to ſeek this ane 
nm thing needful, and enforce the exhortation by 
#4 ſhewing you the miſery of being without it, 
1 whatever elſe you may enjoy. But this wilt 
ni be the ſubject of my next Addreſs. 
Ml 
1 
5 _ 4DDRESS 
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, » + : 
MaRK x. 21. 


Then Je 115 bebolding bim, loved bim, and aid | 
bs unto bim, One thing thou lackeft. 


N my laſt addreſs. I ao 

was amiable and excellent in this youth, 
which led our Lord to love him, chat 2 
approve and take complacency in him: 
have alſo illuſtrated the deficiency of wh 
young man's character, and ſhewn you that 
the love of the world was predominant in his 
heart, and that he was deſtitute of a real 
principle of religion. We jhave ſeen what 
encouragements this narrative affords for 
young perſons to inquire after Chriſt, and how 
vain are all accompliſhments and appearances, 
while real piety is wanting. 


Let 
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Let me now exhort you, my young friends, 
tO MAKE SURE OF THIS ONE THING NEEDFUL | 
—SINCERE PJETY 3 and enforce the exhortation 
by ſhewing you the miſery of being without 
it, whatever elſe you enjoy. Let me (firſt) 
exhort you to make: fue of this ane tbing 
needful; let it be your greateſt concern to 
obtain this and may it ever be your 4 
greateſt concern to have you taught it. In 
order to this, labour to de ſenſible that you 
have ſinned againſt God, that you have 
broken his commandments in thought, word, 
and deed; that you have indulged too many 
evil ĩmaginations, and ſpoken, too many evil 
words ;. tþat your fins have expoſed you to the 
diſpleafurg of God and the miſery of hell; and 
that there iy no othet way of eſcaping theſe, but 


by repenting and turning to the Lord, being 


ſorry: for yoyr ſins, breaking them. off, and 
taking heed that you offend God no more, 
In order to this, daily and diligently read the 
word of God, and examine your hearts and 
hves by it; and pray daily to God to enlighten 
your minds, forgive your ſins, and lead you 
in the way to everlaſting: lite. Inquire ſe- 

ſeriouſiy 
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rioufly what lack Iyet? What further duty am 
[ to practiſe? Whercin am | moſt deficient? 
What duty does my preſent age and. cir- 
cumftances require of me? What fin am I 
peculiarly liable to? Is it pride, idleneſs, 
lying, evil ſpcaking, playing and crifling on 

the Lord's day, neglect of Chriſt and his 
glorious goſpel? What luſt has the greateſt 
power over me? What temptation do I find 

the ſtrongeſt ? What conqueſts do 1 get 

| over it? How am I affected by tbe /in that 
maſs eaſily biſets me Theſe ate inquiries 

which ſhould be daily and fetiouſly made. 
You are not called, like the young man in 

the text, 70 ſell all you' have and give to the 

Poor ; but you are called to that which perhaps 
to many is as difficuk—you are called, you 

are obliged, if you will be ſaved, to forlake 
the cup in which you have drank to exceſs, 

the companions among whom you have 

rioted, that pride of dreſs and accompliſh- 

ments in which you have indulged to im- 

prudence and exceſs, the inordinate love of 

the world which you have- cheriſhed. . Theſe, 

though as dear as a right hand or a right eye, 

2 a5 4 
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muſt be reſolutely put off. You are eſpecially | 
to beware that you do not, like this fooliſh | 
youth in the text, prefer the world to your | 
ſouls. Our Lord repreſents immediately after 
the text the extreme hazard there is of rich 
men being ſaved; it is next to impoſſible, it 
is as difficult as à camel to paſs through the eye 
of a needle —a ſtrong proverbial expreſſion, to 
ſhew the great hazard there is in thoſe cir- 
cumſtances. There is no paſſage in the whole 
bible leſs believed than this, or elſe furely men 
would not be ſo mad upon gaining the world. 
Guard againſt the love of it, for the love of 
money is the root of all evil; it leads men to 
forſake Chriſt and to betray him. Learn then 
this difficult leſſon, to deny yourſelves, to take 
up your croſs and follow Chriſt. If you will 
not do this, Chriſt will never receive and own 
you as his diſciples. Let young perſons learn 
the vanity of the world, and not ſet their 
affections upon it as their higheſt good; let 
them be uſed to ſelf-denial and mortification. 
But, alas! while parents are more ſolicitous 
to teach their children the art of dreſs. and 
getting money, than of growing wiſe to 


ſalvation, 
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ſalyation, all your miniſters and teachers can 
ſay will ſignify nothing; and their children 
(like this young man in the text), with all 
their fine accompliſhments, and large fortunes 
and poſſeſſions, will only become a richer 
prey to Satan, and increaſe the triumphs of 
hell. In a word, our text ſuggeſts, that we 
are to be willing to part with any thing, and 
every thing, for the ſake of Chriſt and a good 
conſcience ; for he that loſeth every thing he 
has in this world, and faves his foul, is an 
unſpeakable gainer.— To enforce this concern 
about the one thing needful, and that in- 
difference to the world, the want of which leads 
ſo many to forſake Chriſt, I ſhall ſuggeſt 
(Secondly), a few awful and weighty con- 
ſiderations; and I defire you, my young 
friends, to attend tq the force of them. Con- 
ſider how UNCOMFORTABLE and DANGEROUS 
your ſtate will be, if real piety is wanting. 
Conſider how uxcoMFORTABLE your ſtate 
will be; I make no queſtion but it is ſo at preſent, 
and will be mare ſo hereafter; it is ſo at 
preſent, at leaſt yery often. You have been 
taught the things that relate to the welfare of 
Bb : your 
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your ſoul, and know what the will of God 
is; you mult be ſenſible to neglect it is very 
wrong in itſelf, and muſt give uneaſineſs to 
every conſiderate mind. When you hear the 
condition of ſinners in another world deſcribed, 
I make no queſtion but you are often ready to 
tremble; when ſickneſs ſeizes you (as 1t often 
does the young and lively) and death makes 
its awful approach, your fleſh is ready to 
tremble for fear of God. And 1s this a 
comfortable ſtate? As you increaſe in years 
and knowledge, your -pains and fears will 
probably increaſe; you will be often harraſſed 
with doubts and anxieties, and your know- 


1 ledge, like that of the young man in the text, 
will make you fad; and the agonies of conſci- 


ence continually attending you, will make every 
circumſtance and relation 1n life leſs agreeable 
than it would otherwiſe be. The pleaſures of 
religion will be loſt, whilſt you are in doubt 
about the reality of it in your own heart. 
The conſolations of the everlaſting goſpel 
have little effect on thoſe who have little or 


no hope that they are entitled to them. 
Further, 
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Further, while you continue almoſt chriſ- 
tians, and lack this one thing, vou WILL 


HAVE NO COMFORTABLE PROSPECTS AS TO 


ANOTHER WORLD—terror will be on every 
ſide, and @ fearful looking for of judgment will 
ſpoil your reliſh for all the enjoyments of life, 
— Conſider further, How DANGEROUS A STATE 
THIS 18; by continuing in it your hearts will 
grow harder and your reſcue more difficult ; 
and if you die in it, your miſery will be ag- 
gravated and intolerable, By continuing in it 
YOUR HEARTS WILL GROW HARDER ; by degrees 
you will begin to think that you have no need 
of repentance, that you have qualifications 
enow ; when you have ſome accompliſhments, 
and have done ſomething in religion, you will 
be likely to grow vain- and confident, and 
deceive yourſelves: to this, you will be in 
danger of being led by the conduct of others 
alſo; they judge by outward appearances, and 
when they ſee a well bred and accompliſhed 
young man or woman, they admire and 
commend them—and this fills their fouls 
with ſecret vanity, and they are ready to think 
that ſurely God loves them becauſe men do 

Bb 2 ſo. 
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ſo. Sometimes where there are appearances of 
ſeriouſneſs, the virtuous and the good may 
commend — and the young creature is often ſo 
puffed up with this, that he thinks he is good 
enough, that he is as godly as he needs to be, 
though he is ſtill in the bonds of iniquity and 
the way to deſtfuction.—Let it further be 
obſerved, that good impreſſions on the mind 
being owing to the ſpirit's influence, may 
and probably will ceaſe, if they are neglected 
and not improved ; for God may take his 
ſpirit away, and give men ap to their own 
heart's lilſts, and then their recovery becomes 

extremely difficult, almoſt. impoſſible. Re- 
member then, my young friends, the longer 
you continue deſtitute of real piety, the more 
will your heart be hardened by the deceit- 
fulneſs of fin and the allurements of the world. 
And let me add further, if you die in this ſtate, 
YOUR MISERY WILL BE AGGRAVATED AND 
INTOLERABLE, The time of the Son of man's 
coming to call us away by death is uncertain; 
the life of the youngeſt of you is but as a 
vapour. Suppoſe death comes before the 


great work of life is done, before the one thing 
mreadſul 
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needful be ſecured, I tremble to think of the 
conſequences; but I muſt tell you, and deſire 
you ſeriouſly to conſider it, the conſequence 
will be an immediate removal from this world 
to a ſtate of intolerable miſery, ' where there 
is no room for hearing, reading, or inquiry 
where the Redeemer will no more pity you, 
and your pious friends wilt have laid aſide any 
ſuch regard for you as now gives them un- 
ealineſs and concern: your miſery will be 
aggravated by all the advantages of a religious 
nature, which you have enjoyed ſuperior to 
moſt even in the chriſtian world; your miſery 
will be increaſed by all the pleafing hopes 
with which you have been flattering yourſelves, 
and which you will then ſee to be all vain and 
deceitful, though you will not now believe it; 
all the pains and labour you have been at in 
learning divine things, and practiſing ſome 
chriſtian virtues, will not only be loſt, but 
aggravate your miſery; your having kept 
ſome of the commandments, while you have 
wanted real piety, and having affronted God, 
and deceived yourſelves by a partial obedience, 
will "WE your ruin more-dreadful; the more 
| Bb 3 genteel, 


., g 4 A 
* - P_—_ 
g->=c= - 22 
—— — — tz — 
— -— — — 
— - . 
— — — — 
—— — — — 
> — 
— - —_—— 


== th 


. - > * _ — 8 
= EI ä — 
— — == —_— — 


— — 


290 A HOPEFUL YOUTH FALLING 


genteel, and modeſt, and polite, and com- 
plaiſant you are, the greater will be your 
torments, - when you are ſentenced by the 
affectionate lover of ſouls, by the Son of 
God (who is not to be charmed by com- 
pliments and addreſs), to dwell in everlaſting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels, and 
in company with them, who will be much 
greater tormentors to you than they could be 
to clowniſh and ſavage ſpirits. —In ſhort, a 
perſon who begins well in religion, but draws 
back—a perſon that 1s almoſt, but not al- 
together, a. real chriſtian, is like a man who 
comes back a few ſteps from a terrible pit, to 
plunge more forcibly and fink more deeply 
into it. I beſeech you therefore out of love 
to your ſouls, my dear young friends, that 
you do not ſay peace, peace to yourſelves, when 
there is no peace, and think you are going to 
heaven, when perhaps you are in the broad 
way to deſtruction. 

I would fain awaken you to a holy 
ſolicitude — Jeſus, the Son of God, beholds 
and pities you; we, your friends and teachers, 
moſt ſincerely pity you, and tremble to 
tmink 
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think of the - miſery, that is before you 
and would fain rouſe you from your ſlumbers, 
and bring you in good earneſt to make that 
inquiry, what ſhall I do to inborit eternal life. 
And may the ſpirit of God ſtrike home with 
theſe plain admonitions, that you may walk 
in the ways of wiſdom even to the end, and 
at length inherit that crown of glory that Ou 
not away. 

Once more, if Chriſt beheld this young 
man, and loved him for his amiable qualities, 
though he knew his heart was not right with 
him, How MUCH MORE WILL HE LOVE THOSE 
AMIABLE YOUTHS, WHO ARE REALLY PIOUS 
AND TRULY SINCERE. My young friends, if 
there are any of you whoſe hearts are right 
with God, and who are. ſteadfaſt in his 
covenant, it delights my heart to think how 
the bleſſed Jeſus views your riſing years, and 
ſteadfaſt faith, and growing zeal; he beholds 
your improving knowledge, and virtues, and 
graces, and 1s always at your right hand to 
ſtrengthen. and defend you; he fees you re- 
nouncing this beloved luſt and that finful 
companion, for his name ſake—and à divine 
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complacency fills his benevolent breaſt. 
Heaven triumphs in every victory you gain 
over temptation, and waits to crown your 
heroic virtues in the realms of bliſs. The 
day is coming when Chriſt will expreſs his 
approbation before the aſſembled world of 
angels and men; and God himſelf will rejoice 
over you with joy, will reſt in his love, and joy 
over you with ſinging.— In the mean time may 
you be careful to cultivate thoſe amjable 
diſpoſitions, and that lovely carriage, which 
made even this young man ſo pleaſing to 
Chriſt. You have choſen the better part, 
you call heaven your home and God your 
portion, and love him above all things below 
or above: it is well, and methinks I would 
not have any blot caſt on ſo many excellencies. 
Let me therefore entreat you to cultivate that 
ſweet, amiable, agreeable temper and carriage, 
which ſo much recommended this young 
man—that the wiſeſt and beſt of men and 
miniſters may love your company and rejoice 
in your acquaintance. Always maintain an 
humble, obliging behaviour do not neglect 
the forms of civility and reſpe& which. you 
owe to your ſuperiors, either in words or 


— 
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actions. Youth will add a comelineſs to ſuch 
a behaviour, and ſuch a behaviour will caſt a 
luſtre on your piety; and both will enable you 
to adorn the doctrine of God and your Saviour 
in all thinss. Amen. 
HYMN, 
MOST all the charms of nature then 
So hopeleſs to ſalvation prove? 


Can hell demand, can heav'n condemn 
The man whom Jeſus deigns to love? 


The man who ſought the ways of truth, 
Paid friends and neighbours all their due, 
(A modeſt, ſober, lovely youth) 
And thought he wimted nothing new): 
But mark the change thus ſpake the Lord, 
Come part with earth for heav'n to-day ; 
The youth, aſtonaſh'd at the word, 
In filent ſadneſs went his way. 


Poor virtues, that he boaſted ſo— 
This teſt unable to endure, 

Let Chriſt, and grace; and glory go, 
To make his land ànd money ſure. 

Ah, fooliſh choice of treaſures here 
Ah, fatal love of tempting gold! 

Muſt this baſe world be bought ſo dear, 
And liſe and heav 'n fo cheaply ſold? 

In vain the charms of nature ſhine, 
If this vile paſſion goverus me: 

Transform my ſoul, O love divine! 

And make me part with all for thee. 


ADDRESS 


ADDRESS MI. 
THE ADVANTAGE OF EARLY AFFLICTIONS. 


—————— 
LAMENTATIONS iii. 27. 


I is good for a man that be bear the yoke in 
his youth. . 


— 


HIS is a maxim that contradicts the ge- 

neral opinion of mankind, and is ill ſuited 
to the reliſh of the preſent age in particular; but 
it is nevertheleſs true, and a maxim of the 
greateſt importance: and on this account, my 
young friends, it deſerves your peculiar at- 
tention. In theſe words the prophet Jeremiah 
plainly refers to afflictions, and theſe he 
deſcribes under the | image of bearing a 
yoke, ſuch as is laid upon beaſts, to denote | 
ſomething diſagreeable and painful; it is a 
reſtraint put upon a man, that he cannot 
have what he will, and do what he pleaſes. 


He fays it is good to bear this—not pleaſant, 
but 
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but profitable; it is a man's duty and ad- 
vantage to bear it, and particularly ſo in the 
days of his youth. And to illuſtrate this re- 
mark, and prove the truth of it, ſhall be the 
buſineſs of my preſent addreſs. —Hearken, 
my beloved brethren, and eſpecially thoſe of 
you who are young, to this ſtrange remark 
(this ſeeming paradox) of the Prophet, that 
it is good for a man to bear the yoke in his 
youth ; or in other words, that early afflictions 
and reſtraints are of great advantage to youth: 
and this will plainly appear if we attentively 
conſider the following particulars. 

For inſtance (firſt), "THEY LEAD TO RE- 
TIREMENT, AND SO PROMOTE SERIOUSNESS 
AND CONSIDERATION this is mentioned in 
the following verſe, he fitteth alone, and keepeth 
ſilence, becauſe he hath borne it upon him. God 
hath made us ſocial creatures; but we often 
carry this inclination to exceſs. Moſt perſons 
think it an intolerable burden to be any con- 
ſiderable time alone ; and though they love 
themſelves out of meaſure, yet they cannot 
endure their own converſation—they had 
rather be hearing and difcourſing of the moſt 

trifling 
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trifling things, than be ſitting alone and 
holding their peace; this love of company is 
peculiarly predominant in youth, and expoſes 
them to a great many ſnares; it diſſipates their 
thoughts, and they ſeldom hear attentiyely, 
read ſeriouſly, or think cloſely. Now at- 
flictions are adapted to correct this unhappy 
taſte; when ſickneſs confines them at home, 
or other afflictions deſtroy their reliſh for ſuch 
ſociety, then they begin to think ſoberly, to 
love retirement, to converſe with themſelves, 
and commune with their own hearts. Retire- 
ment and ſolitude collect the ſcattered thoughts, 
fix the attention of the mind to important and 
intereſting ſubjects, ſtrengthen the | faculties 
of the foul, and lead it to know itſelf — the 
moſt uſeful, . and yet the moſt neglected, 
branch of knowledge. This 1s one Vantage 
of early afflictions. 

And (ſecondly) THEY TEND TO PRQMOTE-A 
DEVOUT, PENITENT, AND HUMBLE SPIRIT.— 
Youth is generally high ſpirited, proud, and 
unruly. God is ſometimes pleaſed to bring 
them under the yoke, to curb this unhappy 
diſpoſition. When every thing is gay with- 


out, 


EARLY AFFLICTIONS, 297 


out and eaſy within, they are ready to forget 
God, and all the advice of their parents and 
friends have little effect; nay, ſometimes when 
they are full, they deny God, and ſay who is 
the Lerd, and caſt off fear, and reſtrain prayer 
before him; but when their comforts are gone, 
and the ſtreams of pleaſure and health are cut 
off, they begin to inquire after the fountain: 
they cry to God in their trouble — afflictions 
bring them to their knees; and as it is ex- 
preſſed (Hoſea v. 15.), in their affliftions they 
ſeek him early, with earneſtneſs and importunity. 
When they have loſt forme of their mercies, 
they begin to know the value of them, and 
to be thankful for thoſe that remain; whereas 
before they rendered nat unto the Lord ac- 
cording to the benefits received. 

Farther, they tend to promote a PENITENT 
$PIRIT.—Fooliſhneſs, ſays Solomon, is bound 
up in the beart of a child, and the rod , cor- 
rection muſt drive it out. But when the advice 
and correction of parents will not do this, 
God takes up his rod and corrects his diſ- 
obedient children; then their conſcience con- 
vinces them of ſin; when Cod writes bitter 

Cc things 


298 THE ADVANTAGE OF 


things againſt them, then they are made 76 
poſſeſs the iniquity of their youth, What they 
before called levities or pardonable follies, 
begin to appear evil and bitter things; when 
God finds gentle methods are not ſufficient to 
bring them to repentance, if they break the 
cords of a man and the bands of love, he 
brings them under the yoke, viſits them with 
pain and ſickneſs, diſappoints their pleaſing 
ſchemes, and thus by his grace, leads 

them 10 ſearch and try their ways, and turn 
again unto the Lord; and to ſay as Ephraim 
of old (Jer. xxxi. 18), after that I was 
afflited, I was aſhamed, yea, even confounded. 
As a conſequence of this, early afflictions 
tend to promote an HUMBLE SPIRIT: pride is 
a ſin that eaſily beſets young people, and is 
the ſource of innumerable evils—I had almoſt 
{aid of every other evil—and nothing will ſo 
effectually ſubdue it as afflictions ; they con- 
vince men of their ignorance, weakneſs, and 
guilt, of the folly of placing confidence in 
riches, or beauty, or ſtrength, or any outward 
excellency, and diſpoſe them to walk humbly 
with God, to ſubmit to divine and human 

* 7 * teaching, 
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teaching, and comply with that method of 
ſalvation which the goſpel has appointed; thus 
(Job xxxiii. 16, 17.) Gd openeth the ear and 
ſealeth their inſtruction, that he may hide pride 
from nan. A third advantage of early af- 


flictions, is, that THEY TEND TO WEAN THE | 


HEART FROM THE PLEASURES OF THE WORLD: 
pleaſure is the idol of youth, it ſuits their 
natural temper; cuſtom and ill education lead 
them to it; and their minds being pliable and 
their tempers eaſy, they are readily ſeduced 


into thoſe paths where folly and mirth uſurp 


the place of wiſdom and gravity: to remedy 


this fatal miſchief God is pleaſed to viſit 


young perſons with afflictions, to imbitter 


thoſe things to them and wean their hearts: 
from them. When the body is diſeaſed or 
the ſpirit is wounded, the reliſh for pleaſure 

abates; what before was their buſineſs and: 


joy, becomes a pain; and if at any time by. 
their fooliſh acquaintance they are led to ſcenes. 


of amuſement and parties of pleaſure, even in 


laughter the heart is ſorrouful - and they are 
ſoon weary of that, in which before they 
trifled away the day and conſumed the night ;, 

Cc 2 they 
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they now ſee how little theſe things can do to 


| ſupport the mind—ſongs to a heavy heart are 


all diſcord; they find ſports and paſtimes will 
not heal body or ſoul, they find the want of 
ſomething more ſolid and ſubſtantial, and 


Jay of laughter it is mad, and of mirth what 


doeth it. And this diſreliſn for pleaſure and 
gaiety, may through the divine bleſſing (and 
I believe frequently does) lead young perſons 
to ſee its emptineſs and danger, and with the 
pious Pfalmiſt to turn unto the Lord, and 
lay (Pſalm cxix. 123.), now Lord what wait 
fer, my hope is in thee, mine eyes fail fer thy 


ſalvation, when wilt thou comfort me. 


Again (in the fourth place), early afflictions 
TEND TO MAKE THEIR HEARTS FRIENDLY, 
TENDER, - AND COMPASSIONATE, — Perſons 
without afflictions, like ſpoiled children, are 
too often humourſome, haughty, and tyran- 
nical: and to allude to the words of Amos, 
(vi. 6.) they that live in eaſe and luxury, and lie 
upon beds of ivory, and dance to the ſound of 
the viol, are ſeldom grieved at the afflitions of 
Joſeph ; but when the hand of God 1s upon. 
8 * feel it, they know what af- 

N ä flictions 
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fictions mean, and are able and diſpoſed to, 
fympathize with others, and to weep with thoſe: ' 
that wweep. ' Beſides, afflictions in general 
foften the heart and make it tender, diſpoſe it 
to that compaſſion which is the glory of our 
nature, that leads us to avoid every thing that 
may pain or grieve others, or add to the 
weight of their ſorrow; and to do every thing 
that lies in our power by kind: words and 
friendly offices, to comfort, aſſiſt, and relieve 
them. Now it is of great advantage to any, 
and eſpecially to young people, to have theſe 
benevolent and truly chriſtian diſpoſitions 
cheriſhed in their minds - and early afflictions 
tend to produce and cheriſh them; and finally, 
they tend to fit them for the further difficul- 
ties and ſufferings of life. This life is a, 
ſchool of education for a better, and it is fit 
the diſcipline of God's ſchool ſhould: begin 
early. God ſees that ſome ſouls will never 
get to heaven without great afflitions, he 
therefore chaſtens them: with bis rebukes, diſ- 
appoints them in their ſchemes, takes. away 
the defire of their eyes with a ſtroke;. and ob- 
ſeures all their pleaſing proſpects; and it is 
8 good 
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good for them to meet with fuch trials in 
their youth, becauſe afflictions then generally 
do moſt good; ul habits are more eaſily cured 
chen, before cuſtom and length of time have 
confirmed them; thus they are early ſet upon 
ſerious thought and reflection, religious prin- 
ciples and diſpoſitions are brought into early 
exerciſe, and ripen and improve with growing 
years; the mind thus becomes habituated to- 
ſelf-denial, contentment, patience, and meek- 
neſs—virtues ſo neceſſary in this world to 
perfect our graces and fit us for heaven. Such 
a perſon will not raiſe high expectations in 
life, but rather look for diſappointments and 
ſorrows ; will be patient in labour, active in 
ſervice, reſigned in a ſtate of ſuffering, and 
contentedly wait for the expected reward in 
another world.. There 1s another thought 
deſerves to be mentioned in this connection, 
and that is, being accuſtomed to the yoke 
will make it leſs galling and leſs painful; 
cuſtom, we know, makes almoſt every thing 
tolerable; and being trained ug in the ſchool 
of affliction, they will be better able to bear 


With what further OP may be before 


them, 
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them, better ſupport under the difficulties and 


ſorrows of riper years, the infirmities of age 
and the agonies of death itſelf.— Now I 
beſeech you to conſider theſe things, my 
young friends, and then ſay, is it not good for 
& man to bear the yoke in his youth. 

And does not this, in the firſt place, as an 
improvement of the ſubject, vINDICATE THE 
WISDOM AND THE KINDNESS OF GOD IN 
EARLY AFFLICTIONS.—lIt is hard to perſuade 
any, and eſpecially young people, that it is 


good for them to be afflicted ; they form 


wrong eſtimates of happineſs, ſet out with 
chimerical notions, and conclude that no ſtate 
is ſo deſirable as conſtant health, proſperity, 
caſe, and pleaſure; but ſuch a condition is 


rather to be feared as evil than deſired as 


good. They do not expect afflictions, and 
they think they will not fall to their ſhare; they 
hope their youth will be quite gay and 
cheerful, that the morning will. be bright, and 
the day ſerene and cloudleſs; they expect 
indeed a few ſtorms in the evening, and to 
ſuffer with the reſt of the world in old age, 


and in thoſe evil days in which men ſay I 


have 
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bave no pleaſure in them; they think it hard if 
it ſhould be the reverſe of this. It is happy 
for you, young friends, that God thinks 
otherwiſe; he loves you and ſeeks your good, 
and therefore he chaſtens you. God is not 
like fooliſh earthly parents, who the fonder 
they are of their children, the more they 
indulge their appetites, humours, and in- 
elinations, and- the more carefully they keep 
them from every thing that would mortify, 
diſappoint, or grieve them; that is, in other 
words, the fonder they are of them, the mors 
they take the way to ruin them. But God 
is infimtely wiſe, as well as perfectly good; 
and he will always take that method which 1s 
beſt for your fouls and your eternal intereſts. 
The Prophet obſerves juſt after the text, that- 
God does not aſſtict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men—it is all for our profit; and 
I hope you ſee by what has been ſaid, that 
the means are well fitted to bring about the 
end. And there are many young people who 
have ſaid (and I hope ſome of you can by 
experience ſay), before I was afflifted, I went 
tray, but now 1 keep . thy word, It fully 
xo ſhews. 
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ſhews the wiſdom and goodneſs of God in 
our afflictions; that as the Apoſtle obſerves 
(Heb. xii. 11.), though no chaſtening for the 
preſent ſeemeth to be joyous, but grievous; never- 
theleſs afterwards it yieldeth the peaceable 
fruits of righteouſneſs unto them which are 


exerciſed thereby. 
And hence it plainly follows, that 1 


IS THE WISDOM OF YOUTH TO BEAR THE 


'YOKE PATIENTLY AND CHEERFULLY, to 
ſubmit to afflictions, and endeavour do gain 


good by them. Solomon obſerves, that 


he who ſpareth the rod, ſpoileth the child; 
and children of any ſenſe and ingenuity will 
eſteem their parents and teachers for the re- 
ſtraint they lay them under, and the methods 
they take to promote their ſubjefion and 
obedience : this I hope you think reaſonable 
and proper; and ſhould: you not then much 
rather be in ſubjetion to the Father of your 
ſpirits? An heathen philoſopher will tell you, 
that there cannot be a more unhappy perſon 
in the world, than he who has never ex- 
perienced adverſity ; and chriſtianity does in 
effect ſay the ſame thing. What room then is 
there for complaining, murmuring, and fretting 


under 
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under the hand of God, like à bullock unac- 
cuſtomed to the yote? Bow yourſelves therefore 
in humble ſubjection to the reſtraints which a 
kind Providence lays upon your inclinations, 
and cheerfully ſubmit to that under which ſo 
many groan and lament. In the day of 
adverſity conſider what leſſons the voice of 
God teaches, and what advantage he intends 
you ſhould reap remember that to deſpiſe 
the chaſtening of the Lord, and to hate re- 
proof, is brutiſh ;- and to faint in the day of 
adverſity is unchriſtian ; but the wort evil of 
all, is to fret and quarrel with a wiſe and 
righteous Providence, and refuſe to return 
unto God, and obey. his commands; and 

there is an awful threatening againſt ſuch 
perſons, that may: juſtly alarm us (Prov. xxix. 
1.), he that being often reproved, hardeneth his 
neck, that is, frets under the yoke, like an un- 
tractable ox, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and 
that without remedy, Be it your care then, 
my brethren and - companions in the tri- 
bulation of Jeſus Chriſt, in patience to poſſeſs 
your ſouls, and by earneſt prayer draw down 
divine aſſiſtance to ſtrengthen your hearts and 
Eo 3 improve 
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improve your graces, and then you will find 
that his yoke is eaſy and his burden is light. 
And that as it follows juſt after the text, 
though he cauſe grief, yet will he have com- 
paſſion, according to the multitude of his mercies. 
To conclude, whatever ſenſe may dictate, or 
the giddy and unthinking world ſuggeſt, 
bleſſed is the man that God chaſteneth and 
teacheth out of his law ; bleſſed is the man that 


endureth aſfliction, for when he is tried, be 
Hall receive the crown of life, which the Lord 
hath promiſed to them that love him. 


HYMN. 
GOP of my life ! how good, how wiſe 
Thy judgments on my ſoul have been; 
They were but mercies in diſguiſe 
The painful remedy of fin. 


Thy goodneſs, ever bent to ſave, 
Has oft my airy ſchemes o'erthrown ; 
My will thou would'ſ not let me have, 
With bluſhing thankfulneſs I own, 


Thou haſt not left me to my will, 
But forc'd me from my fins to part + 
Thy love forbad my reſt below, | 
And tore each idol from my heart. 


No more will I the loſs lament, = 
Or murmur at thy friendly rod; 
Thrice happy loſs, which makes me fee 
- My happineſs is all in God, 


ADDRESS 


ADDRESS. XI. 


THE CHARACTER OF ABIJAH RECOMMENDED 
| TO YOUTH. 


XDZ=_———= 


1 KinGs xiv. 13. 


ud all Ti-ael ſhall mourn for him, and bury 

bim; for be only of Jeroboam ſhall come to 
the grave, becauſe in him there is found ſome 
good thing toward the Lord God of Iſrael in 
the houſe of Jeroboam. | 


Vigorous and fruitful branch ſpringing up 
out of a bad ſtock, is a curioſity in the 
world of nature; a good child ſpringing up 
in a corrupt and wicked family, is as great a 
curioſity in the moral world. Abijah was an 
inſtance of this kind;—he fell ſick, Jeroboam 
| ſent his wife in diſguiſe to conſult the Prophet 
| about him; he was ordered to ſend him word, 
that for his wickedneſs, his whole family 
ſhould be murdered. and lie unburied, and 
- that 
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that this child ſhould be dead before the meſ- 
ſenger ſhould get home. And then it follows 
in the text, and all Iſrael ſhall mourn for bim, 
and bury him; for he only of Jeroboam ſhall 
come to the grave, becauſe in bim there is found 
ſome good thing toward the Lord God of Ijrael 
in the houſe of Jeroboam.— The account of this 
hopeful fon I am now to conſider; and it will 
afford ſome important inſtructions to all, and 
eſpecially to you, my dear young friends, 
whom I am now principally to addreſs, 

And here you may remark,s1n the firſt * 
place, that PIETY Is THE MOST ACCEPTABLE | 
THING IN GOD'S ESTEEM. —Abjjah was eldeft 
ſon of Jeroboam, and heir apparent to the 
crown of Iſrael; he had no doubt many 
amiable qualities, but that for which he is 
celebrated in the text, is, that there was 
ſome good thing in bim toward the Lord God of 
Jrael; that is, he was a pious youth, a wor- 
ſhipper of Jehovah the God of Iſrael, and 
probably intended, if he ever came to the 
crown, to take away the calves which his 
father had ſet up, and ſuffer his ſubjects to 
go to Jeruſalem to worſhip. We ſee then 

Dd what 
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what is of moſt value in God's eſteem; and that 
what is truly good in any perſon is only that 
which is good towards God. External ac- 
compliſhments, natural or acquired endow- 
ments, an amiable diſpoſition and behaviour 
towards men, are good and commendable ; 
but wiſdom, that is, the fear, love, and ſervice 
of God, 15 the principal thing ; for he is the 
greateſt and beſt of beings, our Creator, 
Benefactor, and Lord; and therefore if he be 
forgotten, and his worſhip and ſervice neg- 
lected, the main, the leading branch of good- 
neſs is wanting and they who are chargeable 
with this can never be the objects of his favour. 
We may remark, in the ſecond place, that 
GOD OBSERVES AND IS PLEASED WITH SMALL 
DEGREES OF PIETY :—if there be but /ome 
good thing in any perſon toward the Lord 
God, he is pleaſed with ic, and in the caſe of 
Abijah, he directed his Prophet to expreſs 
his ſatisfaction in it. Though much could not 
be found, nor even expected, in one ſo young 
as Abijah ſeems to have been, yet God ſees 
when there is only ſome good thing; he is pleaſed 
with good beginnings, with the buddings of 
- true 
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true piety, with hopeful inclinations towards 
God, with the pains that young perſons take in 
thinking of him, and of what they hear con- 
cerning him; he is pleaſed with ſerious, though 
Broken, addreſſes to him, and with ſincere 
deſires to know more of him, and to love that 
which is good; he takes delight to ſee any 
uſing the proper means to improve in the beſt 
things, and is diſpoſed to make favourable 
allowances for their imperfections; he loves 
and commends what is good in them, as in 
the caſe before us: thus when he blamed 
Jehoſhaphat for an alliance with the ungodly, 
he adds (Chron. xix. 3.), neverthele 905 there 
are good things found in thee. 

We remark further (thirdly), that op rs 
PECULIARLY PLEASED WITH THE PIETY OF 
YOUNG- PERSONS, eſpecially thoſe who have 
laboured under great diſadvantages. We are 
not told the preciſe age of Abyah, but it 1s 
plain he was young, and his being called the 
child ſeems to intimate that he was very 
young ; and yet of him God by his Prophet 
ſpeaks ſo very honourably. Piety is peculiarly 
lovely in youth,. becauſe they have ſo many 

Dd 2 temptations. 
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temptations at their age to lead them to 
neglect it; their paſſions are warm, their 
fondneſs for ſenſual pleaſures eager, their 
minds are thoughtleſs and diſſipated, and 
they have but very imperfect ideas of their 
own ſpirits, and much more of God the 
Father of ſpirits. Piety in youth is ſo un- 
common, that in thoſe in whom it is found 
it is peculiarly amiable and pleaſing to Ged; 
moft yourhs are void of underſtanding, 
walking in the way of their heart and 1n the 
fight of their eyes, never reflecting on God 
their Maker, but living without him in the 
world; and therefore when any diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by their devout regards to him, he 
views them with ſpecial approbation, par- 
ticularly when this is the caſe with thoſe who 
have laboured under great diſadvantages.— 
Abijah had a very wicked father, who had 
done evil above all that were before him, and 
had particularly ca God and his worſhip 
bebind his back (1 Kings xiv, 9.)—and no 
doubt he would endeavour to corrupt his ſon 
alſo ; but this young man kept cloſe to the 
pure religion of Iſrael, and was the only 
perſon 


— 
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| perſon in the family that teſtified his diſlike to 
the golden calves. And this is the caſe, I 
hope, with ſome few now; they have de- 
ſcended from parents, who ſeem to have no 
ſenſe of God at all, have entirely neglected 
their education, and been their counſellors to 
do wickedly, who have ſet them an ill example, 
and taught them to caſt off fear, to live with- 
out prayer, and profane the ſabbath : a pious 
youth in ſuch a family is a kind of miracle of 
divine grace ; it ſhews ſuch a ſtrength of 
religious principles, ſuch a ſteadineſs and 
firmneſs of ſoul as is pleaſing to all good 
men, and which the righteous God behglds 
with peculiar delight; though I ſhould rather 
ſay, it ſhews his free and ſurpriſing grace and 
mercy, that he will take any out of the 
territories of Satan, out of profane and ir- 
religious families, to beſtow the influences of 
his ſpirit upon them, and. make them the 
objects of his love. 

Once more, in the fourth place, 60D and 
MAN WILL PUT HONOUR ON SUCH PIOUS 
youTHs—the text expreſſeth both, in the 
caſe of Abijah; God promiſed it as a favour, 

Dd 3 that 
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that he ſhould come 70 his grave, that he alone 
of all the family ſhould be buried, the reſt 
ſhould be murdered, and their bodies eaten 
by the dogs or the birds (ver. 11.) and, no- 
doubt it was a favour. to. Abjjah to die ſo 
young; God probably foreſaw that if he had 
lived he would have been. corrupted and 
ruined, and therefore mercifully took him 
away from the evil to come, and his name is 
bad in everlaſting remembrance, And by this. 
method he ſometimes ſhews his favour to 
pious youths ſtill; at other times he preſerves 
their lives amidſt threatening dangers,” and; 
ſpares and furniſhes them for eminent honour 
and uſefulneſs in life, gives them more grace 
and comfort, makes them great: and long 
bleſſings to the world and church, and thus 
prepares them for diſtinguiſhed glory in his 
heavenly kingdom. Such pious youths will 
be eſteemed and loved of men too. — The 
Prophet told Jeroboam's wife, in the text, 
that all rael ſhould mourn for her ſon, and bury 
him; they had great expectations from this 
hopeful prince—thoſe that were bad. amongſt 


them reverenced his character, and the good 
. loved 
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loved him and lamented him as a great and 
public loſs, foreſeeing thoſe approaching ca- 
lamities which his wiſdom and piety might 
have prevented. So we are told (ver. 18.) 
that all Iſrael mourned for him; and thus pious: 
young. perſons, eſpecially thoſe in- irreligious 
families will be efteemed and reſpected; they 
will grow in favour both with God and man, 
they will be ſecretly reverenced even by thoſe 


that hate their piety and attempt to corrupt 
them, and will be eſteemed worthy of double 


honour by their ſuperiors in age and righte- 


ouſneſs: thus will they find favour and good” 


underſtanding in the fight of. God and men. 


And from hence. you clearly ſee WAT 
SHOULD BE THE CHIEF! DESIRE' AND Au- 
BLTION: OF CHILDREN AND vor; namely, 
to. be pious, to have good things in them 
towards the Lord God of Iſraeh, the God 
of their fathers, to whom they were early 
devoted, and who has hitherto been their 
help.— There are many young people who 
are well: behaved, genteel, polite, good na- 
tured, and generally eſteemed; and yet they 


ſhew by many circumſtances in their lives, 


that he have no fee. of. God before their 


eyes, 
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eyes, that they are utter ſtrangers to real 
piety. See then, my young friends, that 
there is in you a real principle of piety, 
that you fear God from your youth, labour 
and pray that you may be renewed in the 
ſpirit of your mind, after the image of God, 
in righteouſneſs and true holineſs; and as this is 
the will of God, that you believe in the name 
of his Son whom he hath ſent, labour to 
maintain believing regards to him as your 
teacher and Saviour, your inſtruftor and 
guardian, and aſk his ſpirit to enlighten and 
ſanctify your hearts—this is the main thing. 
Knowledge, good nature, politeneſs, civility, 
modeſty, and other accompliſhments of youth, 
are good things; but without /ome good 
thing towards God, you are wretched and 
miſerable, like a painted ſepulchre, beautiful 
without, but within full of corruption. Reſt 
ſatisfied with nothing ſhort of a principle of 
real religion, the fear and love of God; men 
may eſteem you for the former, but God will 
love you for the latter only. Joſeph, Solomon, 
Joſias, Jabel, Obadiah, and eſpecially our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, were all renowned for 
their early piety, and this endeared them to 
the 
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the Moſt High. Without this ydu may be 
a lovely youth, but you will periſh in your 
ins; for without, bolizteſs no man ſhall ſee the 


Lord—If there be, indeed, a principle of 


piety within, let it ſhew itſelf, and BE 
STRENGTHENED BY THE PROPER MEANS OF 
IMPROVEMENT, particularly by ſerious thought 
and reflection, by thinking on your ways, and 
pondering the paths of your feet, making the 
thoughts of God familiar to your minds, and 
ſeeing and obferving his hand and providence 
in every thing. If there be ſome: good thing in 
you towards God, ſtrengthen it by reading and 
ſtudying the ſcriptures ; and cleanſe your way 
more perfectly by taking heed thereto according 
to bis word. The more you know of God's 
word, the better will you be armed againft 
temptations; daily fervent prayer to'God will 
ſtrengthen good principles in your heart, 
make you watchful againft temptation, and 
engage the help of his ſpirit to ſtrengthen 
good. beginnings. Without prayer: there 18 
not, nor can be, any good thing in you towards 
Cod; but you want the firſt evidence of true 
religion. The religious obſervation of the 

F ſabbath, 
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ſabbath, and a regular attendance upon or- 
dinances, are the ſupports of piety; and when 
young people, or indeed any others, trifle 
away the ſabbath, and prefer buſineſs, amuſe- 
ments, unneceſſary journies, and avocations 
to the houſe and ordinances of God, 1t ſhews 
an entire want of real religion. Let me 
entreat you to avoid every thing that would 
weaken the pious principle which 1s, I hope, 
in many of your hearts; eſpecially the com- 
pany of thoſe who 'make light of ordinances 
and devotion, or are only men of this world: 
watch with the utmoſt care againſt he fin that 
eaſily beſets you,” and be ambitious that be 
' good thing that is in you towards the Lord 
God may grow and increaſe; . buds -and 
bloſſoms are pleaſing and promiſing, but they 
are not fruit, they only give hopes of fruit; 
labour to improve in knowledge and goodneſs, 
and let it not be as the morning cloud or as 
the early dew, that ſoon paſſeth away; diſ- 
appoint not, I beſeech you, the pleaſing hopes 
of parents, miniſters, and friends, but look 
to yourſelves that you loſe not the things that 


you have e —A wicked child in a good 
family, 
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family, and with a religious education, is a 
monſter, as. hateful to God and man, as a - 
good child out of a wicked family is lovely 
and pleaſing to both. To quicken you to 
diligence, watchfulneſs, and prayer, conſider 
what the text ſuggeſts, THAT YOU MAY SOON 
DIE: Abijah, the prince royal of Iſrael, died 
young; and neither his rank, reſpect, nor 
piety, could ſecure him. You are equally 
mortal; if you die young or old, if there be 
no good thing in you towards God, how 
many other good things ſoever you may have, 
you are loſt and undone for ever; but true 
piety will inſure you everlaſting felicity. We 
do not deſire that God ſhould take you away 
in the morning of your days, but rather 
deſire and hope that you may live and requite 
your parents and miniſters, and be the ſupport 
of religion in the next generation : but allow 
us to ſay, we had ten thouſand times: rather 
you ſhould die young, like Abyah, under the 
favour of heaven, than live to loſe every good 
thing, and be corrupted and ruined for time 
and eternity. 


Permit 
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Permit me to add, that THts' SUBJECT 15 Ax 
ENCOURAGEMETT TO YOUNG PERSONS WHO 
* LABOUR UNDER OREAT DISADVANTAGES,— 
Some of you perhaps were born in families 
where there-is nv religion, or very little, and 
that httle mixed with many irregularities and 
ſuperſtitions: there are many young perſons 
who have had no education, who were hardly 
taught to read; but if you are willing to learn, 
and deſirous to be inſtructed in the things of 
God, and ſincerely aim to ſerve him, that is 
a good thing —and be not diſcouraged, for it 
is accepted, according to what a man hath, 
The deſire of a man is reckoned his kindneſs 
by all conſiderate perſons, and ſurely God 
is more gracious than man: though your 
capacities are weak and your knowledge ſmall, 
if you have humble and honeſt hearts, if you 
act from a regard to the all-ſeeing God, and 
with a deſire to ſerve and honour him, he will 
graciouſly accept you; he hears your broken, 
feeble prayers, he knows your ſecret deſires, 
though through fear or modeſty you cannot 
expreſs them. Be not diſcouraged then, for 
God will mercifully regard the kindneſs of 


your 
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your youth, and accept the willingneſs of 

your ſpirits, and you will alſo be reſpected 
by wiſe and good men: only ſee that you be 
modeſt and humble, and pretend to no more 
knowledge and goodneſs than you have; for 
before honour is humility, and God giveth grace 
to the humble Be TAANKFUL ro THOSE 
MASTERS, FRIENDS, OR MINISTERS, WHO 
HAVE HAD PITY ON YOU WHEN IGNORANT 
AND OUT OF THE WAY ; Who have inſtructed 
you, exhorted you, borne with your folly and 
perverſeneſs, and taken ſo much pains to 
bring you to the knowledge of God and Jeſus 
Chriſt, whow to know is life eternal, Conſider 
how many kind friends have {till their eye 
upon you, and are anxiouſly watching your 
conduct, whether you behaye well in your 
ſtations, keep the ſabbath holy, ſeriouſly 
attend on divine ordinances, and are ſolicitous 
to improve your minds and grow in know- 
ledge and grace. Above all, conſider the eye 
of God is upon you, and he ſees how you 
act and how you think every day and in every 
place. Be concerned above all things to 
approve yourſelves in his ſight, whoſe favour 
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is life, and whoſe loving-kindneſs is better than 
life. To his love and care I moſt affection- 
ately commend you; and alſo to the grace 
and compaſſion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of 
whom it was ſaid, 4 bruiſed reed ſhall he not 
break, nor quench the ſmoaking flax, till he 
vring forth judgment unto victory. Amen, 


HYMN. N 


| WITH joy we meditate the grace 
Of our High-Prieſt above ; 
His heart is made of tenderneſs, 
His bowels melt with love: 


He'll never quench the ſmoaking flax, 
But raiſe it to a flame; 

'The bruiſed reed he never breaks, 
Nor ſcorns the meaneſt name. 


Then let our humble faith addreſs 
His mercy and his power; 

We ſhall obtain deliv'ring grace 
In the diſtreſſing hour. 


ADDRESS 


ADDRESS MN. 


THE CHARACTER OF OBADIAH RECOM- 
MENDED TO YOUTH. 


1 Kings xvii. 12. 
But I thy ſervant fear the Lord from my youth. 


"THIS was the declaration of Obadiah to the 
prophet Elijah, when he met him in the 
way, and the Prophet orders him to go and tell 
Ahab that he was coming to him ; Obadiah 
knowing the hatred of Ahab to the Prophet, 
*was afraid that delivering this meſſage, without 
bringing the Prophet with him, would expoſe 
him to Ahab's reſentment ; and therefore he 
hoped that the Prophet would take care to 
preſerve his life, and not expoſe him to ſuch 
- manifeſt hazard. And in the text he hints at 
one reaſon for this, but I thy ſervant fear the 
Lord from my youth. Let me recommend to 
you, my young friends, the amiable character 
48 Ee 2 of 
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of the holy man who ſpeaks in our text, and 
lay before you ſome motives to cultivate and 
purſue that piety for which he was ſo remark- 
able. It will be evident when you read at 
home the intereſting ſtory, of which theſe 
words are a part, that though Obadiah ſays 
this of himſelf, yet it is not ſpoken out of 
pride or oſtentation; it was in theſe circum- 
ſtances a neceſſary vindication of himſelf as 
a worſhipper of the true God, though he was 
a ſervant of a wicked prince, and an appeal 
to the equity and kindneſs of the Prophet: he 
ſeems determined to go if the Prophet inſiſted 
upon it; but hopes he would be mindful of 
the danger that would attend it, and not 
facrifice his life, by concealing himſelf any 
longer from the king. Ozadiab feared the 
Lord; he had that inward reyerence for him 
which naturally. aroſe from the fixm perſuaſion 

of his being and providence, a conſtant 
fenſe of his. perſonal obligations to him, and 
a a conviction that he was infinitely powerful, 
wiſe, and juſt; and this inward reverence had 
produced in him a conſtant deſire, concern, 
and endeavour in every thing he did to pleaſe 
> him, 
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him; and to approve himſelf in the fight of 
an heart-ſearching God. Thus it is faid 
(ver. 3.) that he feared the Lord greatly ; he 
was not only good, but eminently good ; he - 
was one of thoſe ſeven thouſand men who never 
bowed their knee to Baal; he worſhipped Jehovah 
and none but him, and he ſhewed his reverence 
for God by his great efttem and concern 
for his prophets ; he loved the ſervant, for the 
maſter's ſake; he was an acquaintance of the 
prophet Elyah ; they knew one another at the 
firſt meeting; he treated Elijah with the 
greateſt reſpect, fell on his face, addreſſed 
him as his Lord, and called himſelf his 
ſervant, as in the text; he not only treated 
the Lord's prophets reſpectfully, but ſhewed 
them ſubſtantial kindneſs — for when Jezebel, 
Ahab's queen, a wicked idolatreſs, killed the 
prophets of the Lord, this Obadiah ſecured a 
bundred of them in two caves, fifty in a 
cave, and fed them there during all the famine, 
Thus he ſhewed his fear and love of God, by 
his regard. and kindneſs to his Prophets and 
- fervants. And it is further to be remarked, 


that be * the Lord from bis youth, even 
Ze 3 from 
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from his childhood, as the original word is; 
he had been early acquainted with the God of 
Iſrael, the nature of his worſhip, and the 
precepts which he enjoined ; he remembered 
his Creator in the days of his youth, took care 
to cheriſh and ſtrengthen the good impreſſions. 
that had been made on his heart; he 
grew up under the influence of religious 
principles, and the habits of piety were con-- 
firmed beyond the power of any temptation 
to remove. Happy Obadiah.! who was thus 
religious from his youth, and that at a time 
when there was a great corruption of manners. 
We read in the 1 Kings xxi. 25. that there 
was none like unto Ahab, who did ſell himnfeif 
ro work wickedneſs in the fight of the Lord: 
Jezebel his queen ſtirred him up to all manner 
of wickedneſs and idolatry; ſhe had ſlain all 
the Lord's prophets ſhe could meet with; and 
there were four hundred prophets of the groves, 
or the prieſts of idols, who lived at court, and 
were her domeſtic chaplains. It was ſurpriſing 
that there ſhould be any who feared God, in 
ſo degenerate a nation and To debauched a 
court, Theſe circumſtances prove that 
3 Obadiah's 


OBADIAH RECOMMENDED. 327 


Obadlah's virtue was great, and his character 
extraordinary, . eſpecially hen we recolle& 
that he was a perſon of conſiderable rank and 
fortune; he was governor. of Ahab's houſe 
(an office ſimilar to our lord ſteward of the 
King's houſthold), a poſt of the higheſt 
dignity ; and his feeding à hundred of the 
Lord's prophets during the famine, ſhews that 
he muſt be a perſon. of conſiderable fortune, ' 
Yet amidſt all the temptations of a court, of 
his piety and feared God, while he ſerved his 
king. This was the character of Obadiah; 
and theſe are ſome circumftances that rendered. 
that chatacter peculiarly. excellent and lovely. 
Let us all cultivate this fear of God, and 
labour, like this good man, to fear him 
greatly: THE BEBSSED: GOD. is EVERY War 
WORTHY YOUR HIGHEST VENERATION.— 
When we meditate on: the divine perſections, 
che power, wiſdom, juſtice, faithfulneſs, and 
goodneſs of God; as diſplayed in the works 
of nature, aud iluſtrated in the facred volume, 
we moſt clearly fee that God is great, and 
Rd to' be feared ;; he is the Creator and 
governor 


—— — r * * 
= 
_ — 
—— — * PX 
= * — - 


— 


r 


_ — \ Th 


=_ — a4 
— 
wr — — — 
2 © — 


— 


—— — 


— ͤ —— 


—— PIE _ 2 
— — — 


— 
— — — — 


328 THE CHARACTER OF 


governor of men and angels, whoſe eye; 
with one comprehenſive view, ſurveys every 
creature that his hand hath made, and whoſe 
unceaſing goodneſs and care ſupplies all their 
wants; he is worthy of our higheſt veneratidn, 
as the only wiſe Cod, whoſe underſtanding is 
infinite: we ſhould fear him whoſe power is 
unlimitted, who can fave or can deſtroy. We 
are commanded to fear the Lord and bis 
goodneſs ; the diſplay of his mercy and grace 
in Chriſt juſtly claims the homage and re- 
verence of our minds: with God there is 


forgiveneſs, that he may be feared, not that his 


mercy may be abuſed, preſumptuouſiy relied 
on, and his grace turned into licentiouſheſs ; 
but that he may be reverenced: and ſerved. 
Conſider, further, that YOUR PRESENT PEACE 
AND COMFORT DEPEND: UPON CULTIVATING 
THIS DISPOSITION}; it is not only neceſſary to 
ſecure his favour and loving kindneſs, which 
is better than life; but it will in its own nature 
produce peace, it will diſpoſe the mind to be 
calm and eaſy under events, and to be con- 
tented and thankful whatever befals it; it 
leads on to eminent piety and goodneſs, and 
ee this 
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this brings preſent peace and ſatisfaction, too 
exquiſite to be expreſſed, too deſirable to be 
parted with for any confideration. How 
great then muſt the peace and joy of a re- 
ligious man be, when he lays aſide every 
incumbrance, gets beyond the reach of. every 
temptation, and his ſoul is made perfect in 
holineſs and love. 

Theſe arguments, which I have now hinted 
at, ſhould engage you, my young friends, ts 
fear God and heep his commandmants, for this 
is the'whole of man, his duty and intereſt; hut 
my chief deſign is to mention $0ME REASONS 
WHY YOU SHOULD BE PECULIARLY SOLLCYTOUS 
DO REMEMBER: AND FEAR YOUR CREATOR IN 
THE DAYS or YOUR YOUTH,, And here 1 
entreat you to conſider (firſt), that 11 wiLL 
BE YOUR BEST SECURITY. AGAINST THE 
SNARES AND CORRUPTIONS.OF THE WORLD ; 
it ſecured Obadiatr's virtue amidſt all the 
temptations of Ahab's wicked caurt. Your 
lot is caſt in a degenerate day, when iniquity 
abounds, and a contempt of God and religion 
grows bold; examples of real piety are ſcarce; 
earl chere are few. even of thele that are. good, 
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who will be ſo much your friends as to give 
you a word of advice, a hint of direction or 
encouragement. You are in no danger of 


idolatry, as Obadiah was; but you are in 


danger of making the world your idol, of 
loving pleaſure more than God.. Religion is 
fo unfaſhionable, and the ſervants of the devil 
are ſo diligent in endeavouring to corrupt and 
deſtroy young minds, that you very much 
want ſome principle that will bear you above 
all this; eſpecially when it is conſidered that 
the natural warmth of the paſſions in young 
minds, their openneſs and eaſineſs of temper, 
and want of experience in the crafts of men, 


and the wiles of the wicked one, make them 


an eaſy prey to men of corrupt minds, and 
lead them to vicious practices. Now ſays 


Solomon (Prov. xvi. 6.) by the fear of the 


Lord men depart ge evil; this principle 


working ſtrongly i in your heart, will cure you 
of an inordinate love of pleaſures and diver- 
ſions; it will continually preſent to you nobler 
; objects to purſue, ſuperior pleaſures to reliſh, 


it will lead you to communion with God, to 
ſtudy his holy word, to converſe on divine 
ſubjects 


OBADIAH RECOMMENDED. 331 


ſubjects with your chriſtian friends, inſtead of 


idling away your time in gaming, in fooliſh 
talking and jeſting, which are not convenient, 
and are ſigns of a light, frothy mind; you will 
be afraid to ſit down wich vain perſons, and 
be a companion of fools, becauſe you will be 
ſenſible, continually ſenſible, that God's eyes 
are always upon you : though your parents, 
maſters, and other perſons for whom you may 
have a reverence, do not ſee you, you wall 
remember he does, and be aſhamed to do an 
ill thing. This fear of God will prevent that 
fear of man which brings a ſnare, and leads 
ſuch multitudes of unthinking youths to ſell 
the truth, make ſhipwreck of a good conſcience, 
and loſe the favour of God. 

Conſider further (ſecondly), WAAT 4 
SATISFACTION AND JOY IT WILL BE TO YOUR 
PARENTS AND FRIENDS, Ir THEY PERCEIVE 
YOU FEARING THE LORD FROM YOUR YOUTH: 
it is a duty you owe to God and them, to do 
all you can to make their care eaſy and light, 
and render them ſome agreeable return for all 
the pains they have taken about you, and all 
the tenderneſs and loye with which they have 

followed 
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followed you; they have no greater joy than 
to ſee that you wall in the truth; it will 
afford them ſatisfaction in life, and make 
them more willing to depart, and quit the 
world with greater joy, when they leave 
behind ſuch deſcendants as are fearing God 
and adorning and ſupporting religion. By 
this means you will give joy to all that love 
Chriſt and his cauſe. 
And (thirdly) TAis wiLL MAKE YOU 
USEFUL AND HONOURABLE IN THE STATIONS 
IN WHICH PROVIDENCE MAY FIX 'YOU,—1 
hinted before, it was Obadiah's fktll and 
fidelity that ſecured his place in Ahab's court, 
though he did not join in his worſhip. | If you 
really fear God it will make you ſolicitous to 
know what is your duty in every circumſtance; 
it will make you very careful to abound in 
the exerciſe of ſocial duty, to be good re- 
latively, and diligent in whatever buſineſs is 
committed to your management. Theſe are 
the beſt ſervants to men who are the faithful 
ſervants of the God of heaven; they diſcharge 
their duty, not with eye ſervice, merely when 
their maſters and miniſters eyes are upon them, 
- as 
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as thoſe who are only concerned to pleaſe men, 
but they do it with ſingleneſs or uprightneſs 
of heart, as to the Lord — ſenſible that they 
have a maſter in heaven, who always ſees 
them, and will render to every man according 
to his works. It will be the way to proſperity 
when you enter upon the world, as it will 
make you ſober, chaſte, honeſt, and diligent; 
you will be ſure to find favour and good 
underſtanding in the fight of God and man. A 
remembrance that God is always preſent, and 
that you are accountable to him for all you 
do, ſay, and even think, will make you 
bleſſings to thoſe families where providence 
ſhall fix your abode, and bleſſings to the 
church and world; more eſpecially when you 
are fixed in a family of your own. 

And thus (fourthly), you WILL come To 
FEAR THE LORD GREATLY,—Obadiah feared 
the Lord from his youth, and therefore he 
feared him grea'ly,—(Compare the text and 
ver. 3.) When men do not begin to fear God 
till the middle or cloſe of life, it is not likely 
they ſhould make any conſiderable improve- 
ment ; it requires ſo much time and pains to 
remove the rubbiſh and lay the foundation, 
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that the ſuperſtructure cannot be expected to 
riſe high; ſo much time to rectify bad habits, 
to divert the thoughts that have ſo long run in 
another channel, eſpecially when the faculties 
begin to fail, and do not ſo readily perceive 
and retain important truths and arguments; 
but thoſe that fear the Lord from their youth, 
will arrive at eminent attainments in religion; 
it will be ſo in the nature of things - cuſtom is 
a ſecond nature hen you have been long uſed 
to the practice of religion, it will become 
natural; you will contract an excellent habit, 
be in leſs danger of the temptations of the 
preſent evil world; like Obadiah, you will 
maintain your integrity amidſt the greateſt 
proſperity, and all the ſolicitations and ſcorn 
of a vicious and corrupt age; you will enjoy 
much more of the pleaſures and delights of 
religion than others do; you will need leſs of 
the painful work of repentance, mortification, 
and ſelf-denial; you will continually live under 
the ſmiles of heaven, with a peaceful con- 
ſcience and joy unſpeakable, and all your 
proſpects, as to another world, will be clear 
and delightful, You may expect peculiar 


degrees of knowledge, holineſs, and peace, 
from 
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from the ſpirit of God. What man is be that 
feareth the Lord, him ſhall he teach in his ay. 
You will be great in the ſight of God, 
eminently uſeful in your family and in the 
church of God; you will ſhine as lights in 
the world, bring much glory to God by your 
bright example, and chriſtian endeavours to 
promote his fear in others; and the mind 
having been long trained up in the exerciſes 
of religion, you will die with peculiar joy and 
triumph, your name will be precious to 
ſurvivors, and diſtinguiſhed glory will be 
conferred upon you in a better world. — 
After ſuch a repreſentation as this, do, not 
your hearts, my young friends, . glow, with 
ardent zeal and refolution, that whatever 
others do you will ſerve the Lord? that 
though there be 0 fear of God before their 
eyes, you will always reverence him, and. 
delight yourſelves greatly in the Lord? 
In hopes that this is the caſe with 
many of you, I will conclude with adding 
one conſideration more, to urge your fear of 
God, and that immediately, which is this: 
(fifchly) THOUGH YOU ARE YOUNG, THERE. 
IS BUT A STEP BETWEEN YOU AND DEATH ; 
Ef 2 << 
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that is a weighty expreſſion of holy David's 
(in 1 Sam. XX. 3.) and what we may all 
adopt in every circumſtance of life, This is 
a thought not peculiar to young men, but 
particularly neceflary to be inculcated upon 
them, becauſe one of the great evils of youth, 
and that which prevents their being good 
betimes, is the expectation of a long life, 
depending confidently that they ſhall have 
time enough hereafter to be good; but boaſt 
not yourſelves of to-morrow, for you know. not 
what a day may bring forth. If you refufe 
theſe repeated invitations and admonitions, 
God may quickly require your ſouls ; and 
we, your friends or miniſters, may ſee you 
on a ſick or dying bed, lifting up your 
pale and trembling hands, and crying out 
O for a little more time! And will God 
be unjuſt or unkind to deny you that favour, 
when he has called ſo often, and you have 
refuſed? If he call you hence, while your 
hearts are deſtitute of his fear, how will you 
appear before him? What will you do in 
that awful day, when an exact diſtinction and 
eternal feparation ſhall be made between thoſe 


that fear God and thoſe that fear him not? 
Let 
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Let theſe conſiderations be ſeriouſly laid to 


heart, and may they engage you to a ſerious, 
deliberate, firm refolution to take the Lord 
for your God, and employ your whole life in 
his ſervice; then you may welcome death, 
how quickly ſoever it comes, and be calm 
and cheerful even in the approach of the 
final judgment. With this weighty thought 
Solomon concludes the book of Eccleſiaſtes ; 
and in his expreſſive and ſtriking words, I 
will addreſs you, my young friends; let us 
bear the concluſion of the whole matter, fear 
Cad and keep bis commandments, for this is tbe 


whole of man. Amen. 
HYMN. _ 4 
HAT bright examples do I find 
Writ in the word of truth,. 
Of many who began to mind 
Religion in their youth. 


Jeſus, who reigns above the ky,. | 
And keeps the world in awe, 

Was once a child as young as I, 

And kept his Father's law. 

Samuel, the child, was wean'd and brought 
To wait upon the Lord; 

Young Timothy betimes was taught 
To know his holy word. 


Then why ſhould J ſo long delay 1 


What others learnt ſo ſoon? ns? 
I-wou'd not paſs another day, 


Without this work begun. 
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YOUNG MEN EXHORTED TO REMEMBER 
THEIR CREATOR, BEFORE THE INFIR- 
MITIES OF AGE COME ON. 
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ECCLESIASTES xii. I. 
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i I Remember now thy Creator in the days. of thy 
'#h . youth, while the evil days come not, nor the 
Uh | years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, 4 
| have no pleaſure in them.. 

4 | HESE, my young friends, are the words 


- 
— 


—& 
— 
— 


of Solomon, who was a great king and 

che wiſeſt of men; who bad known the com- 
forts of a life of religion and virtue, and who 
had alſo felt the ſorrow and evils which at- 
tended youthful ſins and follies. Behold. him, 
therefore, as ſtanding before you in his royal 
robes and in his hoary hairs, and from his 
own experience addreſſing you ſeriouſly. from 
the words of our text, Remember now thy 
Creater- 
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Creator in the days of thy youth. Remembring 
your Creator, implies, that you inquire after 
him, make yourſelves acquainted with his 
perfections, and realize his prefence with you, 
by habitually regarding him as having made 
you by the word of his power—as attending 
you at all times and in all places, fo that you 
are conſtantly under his eye—as exerciſing his 
conſtant providence and goodneſs towards you 
—continually preſerving you and doing you 
good - by conſidering him as your lager 
and judge, and acting as thoſe who are thus 
continually mindful of him. I might here 
with propriety point out to you how great and 
important a duty this is, and therefore ought 
to be attended to- how uſeful and neceſſary a 
duty it is for your ſecurity and happineſs, as 
it will furniſh the mind with the moſt excellent 
principles, to guide your conduct and ſupport 
you under all events in life, and will be the 
ſolace and joy of your old age. But having 
often addreſſed you on theſe topics, I wave 
theſe particulars, and urge your attention to 
this great duty, from the conſideration which 
Solomon ſuggeſts in the text and content? 

| you 
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you will remember they are arguments urged 
by the wiſeſt of men, I hope therefore you 
will give them a ſerious attention, and may 

God cauſe them to reach your heart. 

Solomon pleads, and I alſo would plead 
with you. (firſt), uE RELATION OF GOD: TO 
YOU AS YOUR CREATOR, — Remember now thy 

Greator ;. this ſpeaks his greatneſs and good- 
neſs, and your entire dependence on him; this 
is urged as a great aggravation of the for- 
getfulneſs of God's own people rael 'hath 
forgotten his Maker. Conſider I beſeech'you, 
my brethren, what great and noble effects of 
the divine power you yourſelves are ; what a 
wiſe and powerful Being he muſt be, who 
could produce the meaneſt creature, the leaft 
atom of inſenſible matter, and who could 
build up the leaſt of the animal creation with 
ſo much workmanſhip; much more when 
you refle& on the rational ſoul, and the image 
of God in which you are formed; conſider 
alſo his goodneſs that has communicated in- 
numerable bleſſings to you, and to all the 
inferior creatures that are ſerviceable to you, 
and -to ten thouſand other more 'glorious 
beings 
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beings than yourſelves in other worlds, at 
leaſt in the court of heaven; he is the fatber 
of ſpirits, not only of thoſe wwho dwel! here in 
bouſes of clay, but of thoſe ſhining ſpirits who 
ſurround his throne of glory: and where can 
be found fo noble a ſubject for your inquiry, 
ſo worthy an object for your contemplation ? 
And conſider, further, your particular obli- 
tations and conſtant dependence on him; you 
reverence, I hope, your earthly parents, who 
brought you forth and educated you; and are 
you not under greater obligations to reverence 
the great Author and ſupport of your being, 
the God that daily loadeth you with his benefits? 
The care of your parents over you was his 
care, their' kindneſs was his kindneſs; can 
you ever be happy but in the favour of the 
God who made you ? dare you forget him, 
by whom if you were forgotten, you are 
miſerable for eternity? This is one ar- 
gument to remember your Creator in the days 
of your youth, 

Permit me to plead with Solomon (ſkcondly) 
THE PLEASURES AND ADVANTAGES OF A 
RELIGIOUS LIFE; and this he emphatically 

repreſents 
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repreſents in the verſe before the text: theres 
fore remove ſorrow from thine heart, put away 
evil from thy flejh.—Y oung people are ready 
to imagine that religion is a gloomy, un- 
comfortable thing; they think of it with 
horror, as if they were then going to take a 
final fare wel of all the pleaſures of liſe; they 
think a courſe of ſinful indulgence the greateſt 
delight, that to leave their merry companions, 
their houſes of reſort, their cups and their 
diverſions, is fuch a loſs as nothing in religion 
can make up ; but, alas! you are entirely miſs 
taken—they are your beſt friends who deſire 
you to remember your Creator—this is the only 
Way. to remove ſorrow. from your heart. By 
an early remembrance of God you get rid of 
a vaſt load of guilt and ſorrow, that will 
ſooner or later preſs, you down, ben God. 
comes to; reprove you, and ſet your fins in order 
before you. You get rid alſo of that wretch- 
edneſs that ariſes from the tyranny of unruly 
paſſions, that throws every thing into tumult 
and confuſion. And it is added, and put 
away evil from thy fleſh; probably here is a 
reference to thoſe evils that are often brought 

£ upon 
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upon the body by a frequent indulgence of 
ſenſual appetites. If you indulge yourſelves 
in riot and intemperance, the body will ſoon 
be worn out; and with regard to other ins, 
which at preſent may not have ſo bad a 
tendency, yet they may provoke God to viſit 
you with ſmarting afflictions, and ſcourge 
you for your tranſgreſſions in ſuch a manner, 
that one hour's ſufferings ſhall be unſpeakably 
dreadful; and rhe fearful looking for of judgment 
may imbitter every delight and increaſe every 
trouble, So that on the whole the beſt courſe 
to ſecure the peaceful poſſeſſion of your mind 
and temporal bleſſings, as far as they are 
really valuable, is ſeriouſly to attend to the 
remembrance of your Creator; thus you will 
find wiſdom's ways are pleaſantneſs, and all 
her paths are peace, 

I would further argue this duty (thirdly), 
FROM THE VANITY OF YOUTH, Child- 
hood and youth are vanity; this expreſſion 
is ſomething ambiguous, and may ſignify 
that youth is an age of great temptation, and 
that it is an age of great uncertainty ; and in 
boch theſe ſenſes it is a very important and 

natural 
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natural argument to engage you to the re- 
membrance of God. YouTH 1s AN A0 or 
GREAT TEMPTATION. Thus when Paul is 
writing to Timothy a young miniſter, who 
from a child had known the holy ſcriptures, 
he warns him thus (2 Tim. ii. 22.) flee 
youthful luſts: and he commands Titus to 
exhort young men to be ſeber minded; and per- 
ſons of that age have a great deal of need of 
ſuch a caution, Beſides thoſe temptations 
that are common to all ages and all cir- 
cumſtances, there is ſomething peculiar in 
their conſtitution that inclines them to pride 
and vain confidence, ſenſuality and levity ; 
they have a ſtrong propenſity to fancy them- 
ſelves wiſe and prudent, and are naturally 
confident with regard to many months and 
years to come; they lay down many ſchemes 
for life while the body is healthful and vigorous, 
the ſpirits lively and eaſy ;- the morning is fo 
clear and bright that they can ſcarce ever 
perſuade themſelves it will be evening; and 
they often act as if they thought every day a 
year; ſo profuſe are they of their time, that 


my; proſecute the picaſures and the entertain- 
meats 


REMEMBER THEIR CREATOR 345 


ments of life, and ſeldom think of the one 
thing moſt needful; the objects of ſenſe then 
offer themſelves to advantage; a ſpirit un- 
taught, and undiſciplined by inſtructions and 
afflictions, is light and airy, the ſport of every 
wind, hurrying on in a circle of vanity, with- 
out any ſerious thought or grave and compoſed 
attention: this, alas! is the caſe with moſt; 
and I appeal to young perſons themſelves if 
they do not often find it ſo. There is indeed 
(bleſſed be God) ſome excepted cafes; but all 
who are not careful of the government of 
themſelves, ſoon become of this character: 
in this reſpect childhood and youth are vanity ; 
and ſometimes youth almoſt as vain as 
childhood; and the amuſements that men 
follow, when they are grown up and come to 
years of diſcretion, are oftentimes as unworthy 
the regard of rational creatures, as the lictle 
toys with which infants are delighted. —I 
would further urge you to conſider, that 
youth 1s an age of great uncertainty. Young 
perſons are ready to think that their moun- 
tain ſtands ſtrong, when, alas! there is 


not a year, and often not a month; nay, 
G g there 
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there 1s ſcarce a week in which a perſon, who 
has a pretty extenſive acquaintance, does 
not ſee ſome taken away in the morning of 
their days. Man cometh forth as a flower, 
and is cut down; our life is but of a ſhort 
duration at the longeſt, like the growth of a 
flower, ſoon withered when in its beſt eſtate ; 
and then it is liable by many little unthought- 
of accidents, to be cut off before it is arrived 
to its maturity; ſometimes it dies all of a 
ſudden, the ſprings of life ſtop at once, and 
death ſtrikes without warning. Who does 


not ſee by ſo many inſtances, how uncertain 


all dependencies on life are? how often our 
thoughts may periſh, and our ſchemes for 
years to come vaniſh in a moment. 
Solomon alſo pleads in the text, and 1 
would alſo plead with you, my young friends, 
(fourthly) THE INFIRMITIES OF OLD AGE.— 
As an argument to remember your Creator in 
the days of your youth, ſuppoſe you ſhould 
live to an old age, which none can promiſe 
themſclves with any certainty or evidence— 
ſhould the days of your lives be three-ſcore 
years and ten; or, if by reaſon of ſtrength 
wet) you 


— 
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you ſhould attain to four-ſcore years, yet they 
will be evil days, there will be no pleaſure in 
them; the eyes may grow ſo dim, that even 
the luminaries of heaven may ſcarce be diſ- 
cerned, the clouds will return after the rain, 
and one complaint of infirmity, weakneſs, 


and ſorrow, come after another ; the keepers 
of the houſe will tremble, and the ftrong men 
bow themſelves ; the legs and arms that are ſo 
neceſſary for motion and action, will grow 
feeble ; the grinders will ceaſe, becauſe they are 
few ; thoſe that look out of the windows, that 
is, the eyes, will be darkened, there will be no 
pleaſure in viewing agreeable objects; ' perſons 
in old age loſe their appetite for the enter- 
tainments of life, that were once pleaſant to 
them; they riſe up at the ſound of the bird, 
loſe their ſleep, and riſe in the morning as 
ſoon as the birds begin to ſing, they cannot 
find reſt and refreſhment on their beds; aged 
perſons are often afraid of that which is high, 
a timerſome ſpirit often takes hold of them, 
and breaks the natural fortitude of - their 
minds; the almond-tree bloſſoms, that is, the 
head grows grey, like the fruits of a ripe 
almond- tree; the graſshopper is a burden, the 

G g 2 leaſt 
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leaſt thing in the world, that was before ſcarce 
obſerved, will grow a weight and burden; 
and deſire, that is, the appetites and ſpirits 
ſhall fail, Secauſe man goeth to his long home, 
and the mourners go about the ſtreets; the poor 
dying creature looks upon every funeral as a 
preſage of his own, and all his comforts wall 
be loſt in the view of approaching death ; 
then ſhall the ſilver cords be looſened, the nerves 
that convey ſenſation and motion to the whole 
body ; and the golden bowl be broken, the brain 
itſelf ſhall loſe its uſe, the memory and capacity 
of reaſon fail; the pitcher alſo ſhall be broken at 
the ciſtern; the heart, which by its fine motion 
cadſed the circulation of the blood in various 
parts of the body, ſhall ceaſe to beat, and the 
conſequence will be inevitable death; hen ſhall 
the duſt return to the earth as it was, and the 
ſpirit to God that gave it this is an elegant 
but mournful deſcription which Solomon 
gives of old age; and many an aged perſon 
can witneſs it is true. —And now conſider, 
my young friends, if God ſhould ſpare you, 
will not theſe infirmities take hold of you; 
and are theſe pleaſant and cheerful days ? 


eſpecially if to all the infirmities of a broken 
and 
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and decayed conſtitution, the agonies f 4 
broken ſpirit are added, with a ſenſe of fin and 
fear of approaching wrath. My, young 
friends, it is difficult work enough to die 
with all the ſtrength of grace and approaching 
glory, to pafs through theſe | melancholy 
ſcenes, and preferve a calm and compoſed 
ſpirit ; how much more difficult work will it 
be, if inſtead of the ſupports of early piety, 
you have the ſorrowful reflections of youthful 
ſins? And if you ſhould not be given up of 
God, and ſealed up under an impenitent-lieart, 
yet you will find great diſcouragement, and 
an uneaſy conſcience, when you are offering 
to God (who ought to have the beſt) the 
worlt of your days, and the dregs of your. 

time and ſtrength. 
Let me argue with Solomon. (in the fifth 
and laſt place), THE SOLEMNITY or AP- 
PROACHING JUDGMENT. — W hen Solomon in 
an ironical manner allows young perſons to 
take their ſwing of worldly delights, to, walk 
in the ways of their hearts and the ſight f 
their eyes, he adds this as a thought that 
would be enough to damp. their guilty joy 
and their vain preſumptuous confidence, but 
Ce know 
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know thou that for all thiſe things God will 
bring thee to judgment. —Oh thou vain, con- 
ceited finner, think with thyſelf, and remember 


that thou muſt ſhortly appear before the 
judgment of God as an arrainged criminal at 


his tribunal; all thy roving and trifling 
vanities are remembered, all thy hours of 
mirth and ſcenes of gaiety are marked in his 


book, with a view to a future account 


another day: know thou that for all theſs 
things God will bring thee to judgment, whether 
thou wilt or not; all reſiſtance will be vain, 
My young friends, think I pray you, how 
will you ſtand before that tribunal; a thouſand 
pleas. that now ſerve as excuſes to the ad- 
monitions given you by your wiſe and pious 
friends, will then ſignify nothing: how will 
you bear the terrors of that day- when they 
wHl melt like ſnow before the ſun? when a 
deluge of confuſion and- ruin will break in 
upon your minds with irreſiſtible force. —T- 
proteſt when. I conſider the uncertainty of 


human life, how frequent the inſtances of 
mortality are, and how frequently. you are 


admoniſned of the judgment of God, I 


wonder how you do to:get rid of the thought; 


I wonder 


— 


| 
| 
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I wonder it does not haunt you by day and 
night, wherever you go and whatever you do, 
that you are not a burden to yourſelves, and 
terrified almoſt to diſtraction amidſt your 
forgetfulneſs of God. If your hearts are fo 

hard that you know nothing of this at preſent, 
you certainly will hereafter, when perhaps it 
will be too late:—but J forbear to enlarge on 
this head, as. I intend it for the ſubject of my 
next addreſs. In the mean time be exhorted 
to remember your Creator in the days of your 
youth, before all theſe evil and terrible days 


come upon you. Amen. 


HYMYN. 


OW in the heat of youthful blòod, 
Remember your Creator, God; 
Behold the months come haſt'ning on 
When you ſhall ſay, My joys are gone. 


Behold, the, aged finner goes, 
Laden with guilt and heavy woes, 
Down to the region of the dead; 
With endleſs curſes on his head. 


The duſt returns to duſt again ; 

The ſoul, in agonies of pain, 

Aſcends to God—not there to dwell ; 
But hears her doom, and ſinks to hell. 


Ecernal King! I fear thy name— 
Teach me to know how frail I am; 
And when my ſoul! muſt hence remove, 
- Give me a manſion in thy love. 
ADDRESS 


Ne . 
YOUTH REMINDED OF A FUTURE JUDGMENT 


ECCLESIASTES Xl, 9. 


Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy 
heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and 
walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the 

fight of thine eyes; but know thou that for 
all theſe things God will bring thee into- 

Judgment. WD 


M* young friends, I can truly ſay, there 

is no part of my work on which I 

enter with more concern, or in which I am 

more ſolicitous about ſucceſs, than in my 
addreſſes to you. I am glad to avail myſelf of 

every circumſtance that may engage your 
attention; and ſhall think myſelf much more 

honoured. and happy in bringing any one of 
your ſouls to Chrift and heaven, than if 
crowns and kingdoms were beſtowed upon 

me: 
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me: could you ſee my heart, you would find 
there ſuch a tender concern for your eternal 
welfare, as no words can expreſs ; and which 
I am ſure you can no otherwiſe repay, than 
by becoming wiſe and good, and giving 
diligent heed to the things that are ſpoken to 
you. 

The words of the text are generally (and I 
think very juſtly) conſidered as an irony, that 
is, a form of expreſſion which in the ſtrongeſt 
manner forbids what it ſeems to allow]; juſt 
as if I ſhould fay in common language, do 
ſuch and ſuch a thing if you dare : this form 
of expreſſion is often uſed on the moſt ſerious 
occaſions, both in the Old and New Teſtament: 
thus Elijah ſaid to the prophets of Baal, cry 
aloud, for he is a God; either be is talking, or 
purſuing, or on a journey, or peradventure he 
muſt be awaked :—thug Chriſt ſaid to his diſ- 
ciples, when he came to them a third time and 
found them fleeping ; you may fleep on now and 


take your reſt : and thus Solomon, in the text, 


rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy 
heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and 
wall in the ways of thine heart, and in the 

Feb 
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Sight of thine eyes; but know thou, that for all 

thefe things God will bring thee into judgment. 
Theſe words evidently deſcribe a c1Dpy 
PURSUIT OF PLEASURE AND A LICENTIOUS 
conDUC'7,—To walk in the ways of their 
heart and the fight of their eyes, cannot be 
underſtood in any other light ; the heart is 
deſcribed by him who beſt knew it, as deceitful 
above all things, and deſperately wicked. Thus 
the corrupt Iſraelites are deſcribed as ſaying, 
we ſball have peace though we 4valk in the 
imagination of our hearts, and add drunkenneſs 
to thinſt. Out of the heart (our Lord tells us) 
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adultery, for- 
nication, thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemy; there- 
fore nothing can be worſe than 70 follow 'the 
devices and defires of our corrupt hearts ; and 
to walk in the fight of thine eyes 18 equally bad 
and dangerous, for what 1s it but to look at 
thoſe things that are ſeen and temporal, and 
be blind to thoſe things that are unſeen and 
eternal. What is in the world but rhe luſt of 
the fleſh, the Iuſt of the eyes, and the pride of 
life ? theſe things are daily preſented to the 
ſight of your eyes; to walk in them is going 
. the 
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the broad way that leads to death, and is as 
directly oppofite as light is to darkneſs, to 
that divine precept, walk by faith, and not by 


Jght. 
The words further intimate, that vouxo 


PERSONS ARE NATURALLY TOO MUCH IN— 


CLINED TO SUCH A COURSE, to wall in the 
way of their hearts and in the ſight of their eyes. 
Thus (in Gen. vi. 5.) it is faid, that be 
imagination of man's 2 is evil from his 
youth ; — foolifſhnaſs is bound up in the heart 
of a child; —be is born like a wild afs's' colt 
(Job xi. 12.) a giddy, thoughtleſs creature, 
impatient of reſtraint, and ready to ſpurn- at 
thoſe who would feed, tame, and ſerve him. 
Theſe ſcripture expreſſions are ſufficient to 
ſhew the aptitude there is in young minds to 
go aſtray, and walk in the way of their cor- 
rupt hearts and wandering eyes: and a further 
and ftriking proof of this arifes from common 
obſervation. Look around you on the vaſt 
number of young people growing up for 
eternity; but, alas! «where are the wiſe, where 
are the prudent. Do they not almoſt univer- 
=y go aſtray like loft ſheep? alas! what 

unc haſtity 
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unchaſtity and impurity is to be found with 
ſome—what pride and ſelf-conceit is there in 
others—what diſobedience to parents — what 
exceſſive mirth and undue gaiety of temper— 
what folly, trifling, and vanity, is obſervable 
in others — and what fad forgetfulneſs of God, 
and the great concerns of their ſouls and 
another world, is to be found almoſt in all. 
I hope ſome of you are better diſpoſed- than 


this, and are exceptions to this painful account; 
but how ſinall is the number! and how few 


can you prevail upon to join with you in this 
noble purſuit, and ſeek firſt the kingdom of God 
and his righteouſneſs Alas! the generality are 
not walking in thoſe paths, but in the way of 
their hearts and the fight of their eyes, Was 
a further proof of this point wanting, I 
might appeal to your own feelings; has not 
every one of you found a backwardneſs to 
ſeek and ſerve God? a diſreliſh at times for 
the holy buſineſs of a ſabbath, for ſermons, 
prayers, praiſes, and other important duties ? 
have you not found, and do you not even 
now often feel a proneneſs to forget God ? to 


trifle in his work? to comply with the cuſtoms 
| of 
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of the world, the vanities of the times, and 
follow a multitude to do evil? do you not 
find a ſad propenſity to break through the 
bounds of religion, and ſin againſt God and 
your own ſouls, in inſtances that would 
ptobably end in certain and everlaſting ruin ? 
All this ſhews that young perſons are too 
much inclined to ſuch a courſe as the text 
deſcribes. 

The wiſe man Further intimates, that 
THERE Is SOMETHING IN THE ARTICLE. OF 
YOUTH ITSELF THAT HAS A PARTICULAR 
TENDENCY TO LEAD TO THIS COURSE—this 


is ſtrongly implied in the firſt clauſe of the 


text, rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and 


let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth; 
and certain it is that youth is a time of great 
danger in this view : this danger ariſes (as I 
have often told you) from a certain volubility 
of ſpirits in youth, that will ſeldom fix 
ſteadily on one thing, and yet will always be 
doing ſomething; there is alſo then a ſtrength 
of paſſions that overcomes the firſt weak 
efforts of reaſon, and hurries on to actions, 
without conſidering their nature or con- 


ſequences. Youth is likewiſe very unpatient 
H h of 
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of reſtraint— liberty, unbounded liberty, is an 
object they are univerſally ſeeking aſter; and 
every reſtraint of conſcience, of parents, nay 
of God himſelf, is at firſt a heavy burden, 
and it requires great grace to bow their necks 


do the yoke. —There is likewiſe at this period, 


a fad want of experience; youth is generally 
open and honeſt, and think all things and- all 
men are according to their outward appearance; 
this deceives their undeſigning minds, and leads 
their uncautious feet into a thouſand ſnares: — 
beſides, youth have many bad examples; 
young people ſeldom think much for them- 
ſelves, the moſt they do is from imitation; 
and ſince they ſee bad examples ſo much 
more numerous than good ones, their danger 
is very great of follow ing the multitude to do 
evil. But perhaps the thought that Solomon 
had principally in view here, was, that their 
youth is a ſnare, as it leads them to hope for 
ſome future period when they may amend. 
Alas they are too ready to think and ſay; they 
ate young, it is time enough for them to be 
ſerious when they are grown up men and come 
t0 
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to old age; that now is the time for pleaſure - 


and indulgence, at leaſt a little longer; this 


is the moſt fatal, ſnare of youth —it has 
deceived, it has deſtroyed thouſands and 


thouſands. IS 
Nox to guard 8 3 all theft dangers 


and ſnares, and preſerve them from walking 


in the ways of their heart and the ſight of their 


eyes, the wiſe man expreſsly warns THEM. 


OF A FUTURE JUDGMENT: Know thau that for 


all theſe things God will bring thee to judgment; 
theſe are awful words, and coming immediately 
after. the former, in which there is a ſeeming | 
licence. given to young people ta follow their 


inclinations, they appear doubly ſtrikin g. 
There is. a ſenſe in which GOD MAY BRING. 
YOUNG PEOPLE TO JUDGMENT IN THE PRESENT. 


LIFE ; if they continue to fin againſt him he 


may bring temporal judgments upon them; 
he may take away their health and vigour, 


and leave them to pine under fickneſs and 
diſeaſe all their life ; he may take away their 


fubſtance-and their friends, and leave them at 


once fatherleſs and pennyleſs in the world, 


and make their ſubſtance, and their friends, 
* . 
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and every earthly object, a curſe inſtead of a. 
bleſſing: according to thoſe very awtul words 
(in Deut. xxviii. 15, and following verſes), 
but it ſhall come to paſs, if thou wilt not hearken 
unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to obſerve 
to do all his commandments and ſtatutes which 
I command thee this day, that all theſe curſes 
ſhall come upon thee and overtake thee ; curſed 
ſhalt thau be in the city and in the field, in thy 
baſket and in thy ſtore, in the fruit of thy bedy 
and in the fruit of thy land, in thy kine, and 
flocks, and ſheep; curſed ſhalt thou be when 
thou comeſt in and when thou goeft out ; the 
Lerd ſpall ſend upon thee curſing, vexation, and 
rebuke, in all that thou ſetteſt thine hand for to 
do, until tbou be deſtroyed and until thou periſh 
quickly ; or God may do worſe than this, he 
may ſend his judgment into their ſouls, he 
may make them poſſeſs the iniquities of their 
youth, and turn their own conſcience into an 
accuſer, a judge, and a tormentor. All 
wicked youths have reaſon to fear theſe 
things; but particularly the wicked children 
of pious parents, their guilt is ſo great and 
their. crimes ſo aggravated, that they may 
juſtly 
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juſtly expett God will make their plagues. 
wonderful. There have been many inftances- 
in which God has brought young perſons to 
ſuch judgments as theſe. in the, preſent. life;. 
but nt TEXT ,SPEAKS OF A STILL MORE. 
"AWEUL  JUBGMENT...IN' ANOTHER. ' WORLD 3 ; 

and of this judgment he ſolemnly warns the 
young ſinner in the text, as a moſt powerful 
preſervative againſt walking in the way of b "bis 
- beart. aud the. fight f bis eyes, as à thought 
that might fix. his roving eye, and engage | his. 
fickle mind to the concerns of his foul and a 
future ſtate: know thou that. for all the gfe things 
God will bring thee to judgment; every word 
is important it intimates, that 3zyupPGMENT 
- WILL ; CERTAINLY COME. .- II is appointed to 
w as men once to die, and after that the judgment ; 
.. in. that day he. will judge the.world by. Jeſus 
Chriſt,.. whom be hath, ordained the judge of the . 
 guick, ox living; and the dead. The text not 
only intimates the-certainty, but THE UNIVER=- 
- SAGITY:.OF,_ THIS JURCMENT :: according e 
-.>t, other declarations, of ſcripture, that every 
ane muſt givecqccount of himſelf to God. Theſe 
--- words, are addreſſed to every young perſon i in 
1 4\me i ad . J. 3 2 the 
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the wor rid, to every young man and young 
woman: Solomon ſays, know thou that God 
will bring thee into judgment; whoever thou 
art, rich or poor, learned or ignorant, how- 
ever proud, or vain, or thoughtleſs, or diſ- 
ſolute, or profane; whatever thy character, 
or.age, or circumſtances, know thou that God 
will bring thee into judgment. 

The words intimate that THIS JUDOMENT. 
WILL BE VERY STRICT: for all theſe things 
thou ſhalt be brought into judement ; for all 
the evil ways of thy beart, for all thy proud 
looks and profane ſpeeches, for all the follies 
of youth, for all thy miſpent time, undue 
levity of conduct, neglect of God; of prayer, 
of ordinances, yea, for every idle word thou 
ſhalt give account unto God; he will ſet all thy fins 
in order before thee, and proclaim them before 
the whole world; then thou ſhalt ſtand at his 
bar, and ſee if thou canſt anſwer for one ſin 
of a thouſand ; he will not forget this ſerious 
admonition, .he will bring thee to account-for 
this addreſs,” for every inſtruction of parents, 
and friends, and miniſters, which you have 
enjoyed for all theſe things. thou Halt be 
brought into judgment. | 

The 
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The words intimate further, that THIS 
JUDGMENT WILL BE VERY AWFUL—it will 
be the judgment of -God; God will bring thee 
zuto judgment, the laſt trumpet ſhall awake 
thee and all that ſleep in their graves, and 
they ſhall come forth; but thou, O vain 
young perſon, thou wilt be averſe to come 
forth, thou wilt call o the. rocks and bulls: to 
. fall an thee, and hide thee from the face f him 
who ſitteth on the throne,” and from the wrath 
of the Lamb ;, but. all in vain—he will bring 
thee, God's almighty arm ſhall- ſeize thee; a 
weak, trembling fugitive ; he will bring thee 
into his preſence, and there thou ſhalt meet 
- with judgment, the judgment of an almighty, 
juſt, and holy God. And Tas. jupoMEnT 
WILL BE FINAL—there can be no appeal to- 
any other tribunal—the charge againſt thee is 
walking in. the ways: of thing heart and the 
ſight of thine eyes, contrary to all the com- 
mandments of thy God, in oppoſition to all the 
warnings of miniſters, the advice of parents, 
the ſtrivings of God's ſpirit, and every method 
of recovering grace; if it then appears that 
thou art guilty, without repentance and re- 
novation 
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novation of heart, thy doom 15 fixed, thy 
bentence is recorded—Tread* i it, hear it; theſe 
Ae the tremendous words, depart atcurſed to 
everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil und his 
"angels: This is the certath and univerſal, 
the ſtrict, awful, Ard final judgment and con- 
demnation of a young man that t, in be 
"ways of his hrart and tbe fight of bim eyes; it 
is terrible to bear it —only juſt to hear the 
words oh! what then will ix be to meet It ?- 
to feel it executed; to lie down under it in 
"deſpair, with your wicked companions, in 
' Blackneſs of darkneſs for euer? 
And now. Jet me entreat you to conſider: 
WHAT REASON. YOUNG ' PERSONS HAVE TO BE 
ALARMED: AT THEIR DANGER:—Have you 
not ſeen what an evil and dreadfuÞ thing it is 
to Wall in the ways of your 'bearts and the 
fight of your. eyes? habe not your'knees almoſt 
trembled and your heart ſunk within you, 
while you heard the ſtrict, the awful,” the 
E terrible judgment and condemnation to which 
it will expoſe you? have you not been con- 
vinced of the propenſicy of ybut hearts, to 


| walk. in a way tat is es to follow 
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a multitude to do evil? nay, have you not in 
many ſad inſtances followed its corrupt in- 
clinations, and ſinned againſt God? do you 
not ſee dangers ſtanding thick on every ſide? 
your volubility of ſpirits, your ſtrength of 
paſſions, your impatience of reſtraint, your 
want of experience, the bad examples that 
ſurround you, the cunning enemies that tempt 
you, the deluſive world in which you live, 
and the vain preſumptuous hope that riſes in 
your breaſt, of more time and inclinatign. 
hereafter ?—all theſe are powerful enemies 
around you and within: you God knows you 
Land in jeopardy every hour. What need is 
there for every one of you to watch and pray 
bat you may not” enter into temptation ? how 
careful ſhould you be what thoughts you 
indulge, what words you ſpeak, what actions 
you perform, what company you keep, what 
books you read, what ſermons you hear, 
what time you loſe, what pleaſures you 
purſue, what mirth you indulge—ſince in all 
theſe things you are ſurrounded with ſo many 
ſnares, and for all theſe things God will bring 
you into judgment, Oh! that you would con- 
ſider your ways, that you were ſenſible of 
your 
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your danger, and concerned to fee from the 
wrath to come then there would be hope. 
Alas! it is your thoughitleſſneſs and ſecurity 
that damp ' out riſing hopes, and fill our 
bieaſts with painful apprehenſions. Could we 
once ſee you fearful of ſin, watching againſt" 
temptations, praying for divine grace to help 
and preſerve you, then our fears would much 
ſubſide, and our fouls overflow with joy; then 
would we turn your eyes and ybur thoughts 
from THes2 TERRIBIE "SCENES ''TO "JESUS" 
chRisr, through whom the evil ways of 
your hearts may be ſorgiven; be died for 
Shur fois; be roſe again for your juſtifitation 
he Hves how to plead ybur cauſe in heaven 
aud aber believeth'in bim, ſhalt nos periſh; 
Fit bade cbtlaſting life. Tes T can aſſure 
You, and it is the joy of our hearts to tell 
you, that Jeſus can deliver you from the wrath 
70 come; that through him God waits 10 be 
gratioui, and extends the ſceptre of his 
mercy to every penitent ſinner, ſaying, thy 
fins and iniquities I vill remember no more. 
Jeſus, who preſides over the day of wrath, 
and is the final judge of all, now opens 
. 6 
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- entreats you " come, 70 him that you, may | have 
. and have it abundantly. If you aſk him, 
| be can give you a, new heart and ari ight ſpirit, 

and put his ſpirit within you, and cauſe You to 

1. walk in his ſtatutes and judgments to do them, 
All I have ſaid of the evil of your hearts — 
your ways, of the ſnares that furround you, 

and of judgment to come, all was intended to 
lead you to this Saviour, wwho is able to ſave 
to the utmoſt all that come unto God- by him : 

- . . young as you are, be will gather you. in his 

arms, and carry you in his boſom ; and the day 
is coming when God himſelf will rejoice over you 
will joy, will reſt. in his love, and joy over you 
with ſinging. Whatever viſionary delights 
vou give up, whatever wholeſome reſtraints 
vou are: laid under, by choofing the Lord to 
 +- ferve him, you will have repaid a thouſand 
fold by bis favour, which is life, and bis loving 
kindneſs, which is better than life. And in 
that day, that judgment day, which ſhall 
ſtrike unutterable terror into the hearts of 
millions, ye ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord, in 
that day; ye: ſhall be..upto. me af @. crown of 

Flory, and as à royal diadem in the hand of your 

God. 


I conclude 
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I conclude all, with exhorting you to xzzP 
THIS AWFUL JUDGMENT DAY CONTINUALLY 
* "UPON YOUR MINDS; begin and cloſe every 

day with the thought of that day; enter your 
cloſets, enter the houſe of God, hear every 
ſermon, attend to every duty with this thought, 
know thou, O my foul, that fer all theſe things 
Ged will bring me into judgment ; carry it with 
you into every ſcene of diverſion and temp- 
tation ; it will be a conſtant preſervative of 
your virtue; it will blunt every arrow of 

thoſe who aim to wound your peace; it will 
be a continual motive to watchfulneſs and 
prayer; and, through divine grace, will 
render you wife, pious, holy and happy for 


ever. 
After all theſe 1 addreſs, 1 W * 


of you will go away unaffected; or if you 
are now impreſſed a little, you will loſe the 
impreſſion before this week or this night is 
ended. It is a paiaful thought; but we will 
call upon God, that hat has been ſaid may 
take hold on your hearts, and mate you 2viſe 
unto ſalvation. But if after all we fee, you 
returning to folly, and walking in the dieadful 
| | ' bi, +10 JS 
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ways of your own heart and the fight of your 
eyes, we will go mourning to. our cloſets and 
mourning to our graves —that, with reſpect to 
you, we have laboured in vain, and ſpent our 
ſtrength for nought. 


HYMN. 


E ſons of Adam, vain and young, 
Indulge your eyes, indulge your tongue; 
Taſte the delights your ſouls defire, 
And give a looſe to all your fire: 


Purſue the pleaſures you deſign, 

And cheer your hearts with ſongs and wine ; 
Enjoy the day of miith; but know, 

There is a day of judgment too, 


God from on high beholds your thoughts, 
His book records your ſecret faults ; 

The works of darkneſs you have done, 
Mult all appear before the ſun. 


The vengeance, to your follies due, 
Should {trike your hearts with terror thro? {== 
How will you ſtand before his face, 


Or anſwer for his 1njur'd grace ? 


Almighty God, turn off their eyes 
From theſe alluring vanities; 

And let the thunder of thy word 
Awake their ſouls to fear the Lord, 
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